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ABSTRACT
THE STATUS CF WOKEN AND WIFE-BEATING IN THE U.S.:
A HUITI-LEVEL ANAIYSIS 
by
K e r s t i  A- Yllc  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  New Hampshire, September,  1980
The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s t a t u s  c f  wcmen and 
w i f e - b e a t in g  has been th e  s u b j e c t  of  some d e b a t e .  I t  has 
been a rgued  t h a t  s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  i s  cne of th e  c e n t r a l  
cause s  o f  wife  abuse (Dobash and Dobash, 1980; M ar t in ,  
1976). On th e  e t h e r  hand, some cla im t h a t  th e  c h a rg es  be ing 
brough t  about  by the  Women's Movement a re  r e s u l t i n g  in  an 
i n c r e a s e  in  w i f e - b e a t i n g .  R esearche rs  in  th e  f i e l d  of 
fam ily  v io le n c e  have s p e c u la t e d  on the  c o nn ec t ion  between 
th e  two phenoaena (W hitehurs t ,  1974; S t r a u s ,  1976; Dobash 
and Dobash, 1977). To d a t e ,  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the  
s t a t u s  o f  women cn th e  s o c i e t a l  l e v e l  and w i fe -b e a t in g  has 
n o t  been i n v e s t i g a t e d  e m p i r i c a l l y .
This  s t u d y ,  which a d d re s s e s  t h i s  i s s u e ,  i s  ccmposed o f  
t h r e e  major p a r t s .  The f i r s t  i s  a systems t h e o r e t i c a l  
a n a l y s i s  c f  the  s t a t u s  of women based on a ’’ne ta -pow er’1 
model and h i s t o r i c a l  and c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  ev idence .  This  
a n a l y s i s  p rov id es  a fo u n d a t io n  f o r  th e  g e n e r a l  unde rs tan d in g
viii
of  se x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  and women's c u r r e n t  s t a t u s .
The second p a r t  of t h e  s tudy  d e a l s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  with 
t h e  concep t  c f  th e  s t a t u s  c f  women, th e  development of an 
index  of women's s t a t u s ,  and th e  ranking  of U.S. s t a t e s  
acco rd ing  to  t h a t  index .  The s t a t u s  of  women i s  de f ined  as 
t h e  p o s i t i o n  of women as a grcup r e l a t i v e  t o  th e  p o s i t i o n  of 
men a s  a group in  th e  d i f f e r e n t  sp he res  of  s o c i e t y  (Hommes, 
1S78). The S t a tu s  c f  Wcmen Index i s  based on d a ta  from the  
U.S. Census Bureau,  s t a t i s t i c a l  a lmanacs ,  and n a t i o n a l  
su rveys .  I t  i s  composed c f  economic, e d u c a t i o n a l ,  
p o l i t i c a l ,  and l e g a l  i t e m s ,  such as  th e  r a t i o  of male to  
female  income f o r  f u l l - t i m e  workers .  The index a l lo w s  f o r  a 
comparison c f  American s t a t e s  on i n d i v i d u a l  i t e m s ,  t h e  fo u r  
dimensions j u s t  mentioned, and on the  o v e r a l l  in d e x .  Two 
im p o r tan t  f u r c t i o n s  a r e  se rved  by the  S t a tu s  of Wcmen Index .  
F i r s t ,  i t  i s  a v a lu a b le  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r  and can be used t o  
d e sc r ib e  and monitor  the  changing s t a t u s  of  wcmen in  the  
U.S. Second, i t  p ro v id es  an e m p i r ic a l  measure f o r  a concep t  
of  t h e o r e t i c a l  im por tance  f o r  f e m i n i s t  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  
r e s e a r c h .
The t h i r d  F a r t  o f  the  s tudy  b u i ld s  upon the  t h e o r e t i c a l  
exam ina t ion  cf  th e  s t a t u s  of  women e l a b o r a t e d  in  the  f i r s t  
p a r t ,  and u t i l i z e s  th e  e m p i r i c a l  measurement o f  t h a t  s t a t u s ,  
which was t h e  fo cu s  cf the  second p a r t .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  the  
impact  of the  s t a t u s  of women in  American s t a t e s  on the  
l e v e l s  of w i f e - b e a t in g  i n  tho se  s t a t e s  i s  taken  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The a d d i t i o n a l  d a ta  f o r  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of  the
r e s e a r c h  cone from the  Violence i n  American F a m i l ie s  Survey, 
in  which a n a t i o n a l l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  sample of 2143 husbands 
and wives were i n te r v ie w e d  reg a rd in g  t h e i r  fam i ly  l i f e  i n
g e n e ra l  and domestic  v io lence  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .
The major f i n d in g  of the  r e s e a r c h  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s
evidence of  a c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the  s t a t u s  of  
wcmen and v io len ce  a g a i n s t  wives. Wives a re  most l i k e l y  to  
be p h y s i c a l l y  a s s a u l t e d  by t h e i r  husbands in  th o se  s t a t e s  
where t h e  s t a t u s  of  women i s  lo w e s t .  Violence then
d ec reases  as  women's s t a t u s  i n c r e a s e s  — to  a p o in t .  In
th o se  s t a t e s  where the  s t a t u s  of women i s  h i g h e s t ,  th e  l e v e l
of v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives i s  a l s o  g u i t e  h ig h .  I t  was
suggested  t h a t  the  h igh l e v e l  of v io le n ce  i n  low s t a t u s  
s t a t e s  might he due to th e  need to  use g r e a t e r  amounts of  
p h y s ic a l  f o r c e  to keep women " in  t h e i r  p l a c e " .  In a d d i t i o n ,  
the  more l im i t e d  o p t io n s  t o  v i o l e n t  m ar r iag e s  in  t h e s e  
s t a t e s  may se rve  to  keep t a t t e r e d  women in  t h e i r  m a r r iag e s .  
The high l e v e l  of  v io le n ce  in  high s t a t u s  s t a t e s ,  in  
c o n t r a s t ,  i s  l i k e l y  t c  be t h e  r e s u l t  of o th e r  f a c t o r s .
Where the  g e n e r a l  s t a t u s  c f  wcmen i s  h ig h ,  husbands may f e e l  
t h r e a te n e d  by the r a p i d  s o c i a l  change and th e  break-down o f  
t r a d i t i o n a l  h u s la n d -w i fe  r o l e s .  In c r e a s e d  dom es t ic  c o n f l i c t  
and v io le n c e  may be a sh o r t - t e r m  conseguence o f  women's move 
toward e g u a l i t y .
C H A PT IB  I
INTRODUCTION 
O b je c t iv e s  o f  t h e  Study
The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  s t a t u s  of women and 
w i fe -b e a t in g  has been the  s u b j e c t  o f  some d e b a t e .  I t  has 
been argued t h a t  s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  i s  one of  t h e  c e n t r a l  
causes  of  wife abuse (Dobash and Dobash, 1980; M ar t in ,  
1976). On th e  e t h e r  hand,  some c la im  t h a t  t h e  cha rges  being 
brought  about by the  Women’ s Movement a r e  r e s u l t i n g  i n  an 
in c r e a s e  in  w i f e - b e a t in g .  B esearchers  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  
family v i o le n c e  have s p e c u la t e d  as  to  th e  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n  
between th e  two phenomena (W hitehurs t ,  1974; S t r a u s ,  1976; 
Dobash and Dobash, 1977). To d a t e ,  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
the  s t a t u s  of wcmen on the  s o c i e t a l  l e v e l  and w i f e - b e a t in g  
has no t  been i n v e s t i g a t e d  e m p i r i c a l l y .
For th e  most p a r t ,  r e s e a r c h  has focused  on i n e q u a l i t i e s  
between husbands and wives with in  the  f a m i ly .  The id e a  t h a t  
v io le n ce  s e r v e s  as  t h e  u l t i m a t e  power r e s o u rc e  has been 
explored  (Goode, 1971).  The e f f e c t  of  c o n ju g a l  r e s o u r c e s  
and power on sp o u sa l  v io le n ce  has been i n v e s t i g a t e d  
e m p i r i c a l l y  (Allen and S t r a u s ,  1980; T i t t e r u d ,  ISfiO). Some 
su p p o r t  f o r  th e  U l t im a te  Resource Theory, which p roposes
t h a t  t h a t  husbands use  v io le n c e  a s  a l a s t  r e s o r t  to  m ain ta in  
c o n t r o l  has  fceen p rov ided .
This  approach to  m a r i t a l  Fewer and i n e q u a l i t y  fo c u s e s  
on the  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  In  the  t r a d i t i o n  of Max 
Heber, power i s  d e f ined  as  the  a b i l i t y  t o  c a r r y  cut  o n e ' s
w i l l  d e s p i t e  r e s i s t a n c e .  A problem with t h i s  approach i s
t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n te x t  w i th in  which i n t e r p e r s o n a l  power
r e l a t i o n s  and i n e q u a l i t i e s  occur  i s  not  taken  i n t o
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
Approaching t h i s  i s s u e  from a systems p e r s p e c t iv e ,  Tom 
Baumgartner, Walter Euckley, and Tom B. Burns (1975) 
contend t h a t  examining power and i n e q u a l i t y  on t h i s  l e v e l  
c a p tu r e s  cn ly  p a r t  c f  the  power a c t i v i t i e s  cf  g ro u p s ,  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  or s t a t e s .  A l a r g e ,  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  more 
im p o r tan t  p a r t  i n v o lv e s  the  a t t e m p ts  to  s t r u c t u r e  and 
r e s t r u c t u r e  th e  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  m atr ix  w i th in  which 
i n t e r p e r s o n a l  and i n t e r g r c u p  power a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  played out  
(1975 :49) .  They r e f e r  to  the  e x e r c i s e  of power o r i e n t d  
toward t h e  shaping  of the s t r u c t u r e  of  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
as "meta-Fower" or  r e l a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l .
The f i r s t  o b j e c t i v e  of  t h i s  s tudy i s  t o  examine s e x u a l  
i n e q u a l i t y  cn the  m a c r o - s o c io lo g ic a l  l e v e l  and to  t r y  t o  
fo rm u la te  a th ec ry  of s exua l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  with a sys tems 
framework and the concep t  o f  meta-power a s  i t s  fo u n d a t io n .  
The second o b j e c t i v e  i s  t o  c l a r i f y  the  c o n c e p t " s t a t u s  of 
women” and to  o p e r a t i o n a l i z e i t  in  th e  form of a S t a tu s  of  
Women In d e x .  The t h i r d  o b j e c t i v e  i s  to  e m p i r i c a l l y
3i n v e s t i g a t e  the  impact  of women's s t a t u s  on th e  amount of  
w i f e - b e a t in g .  Sexual e g u a l i t y  a t  th e  s o c i e t a l  l e v e l  and 
i n e g u a l i t y  w i th in  m arr iage  a re  fccth seen a s  i n f l u n c i n g  the  
amount o f  wife abuse .  Th is  r e s e a r c h  fo c u s e s  f i r s t  on the  
sex s t r a t i f i e d  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and i t s  e f f e c t  on th e  r a t e s  
c f  w i f e - b e a t in g  on the  a g g re g a te  l e v e l .  Then, through 
c o n te x tu a l  a n a l y s i s ,  th e  i n t e r a c t i o n  of th e  macrc and micro 
l e v e l s  of i n e g u a l i t y  a re  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  The degree and 
d i r e c t i o n  i n  which each s e p a r a t e l y ,  and the  twc t o g e t h e r ,  
a re  r e l a t e d  t c  the  amount o f  w i f e - b e a t in g  a re  examined. 
(These r e s e a r c h  i s s u e s  a re  o u t l i n e d  in  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  i n  
Chapter  I I I ) .
I n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  s o c i e t a l  s t a t u s  cf women ( inc lu d ing  
economic, l e g a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  dimensions)  i s  
seen as  shaped by th e  e x e r c i s e  c f  meta-power by th e  dominant 
groups in  s o c i e t y .  Using t h e i r  power and r e s o u r c e  
advan tage ,  which t h e  a n th r o p o l o g ic a l  ev idence  i n d i c a t e s  was 
i n i t i a l l y  g u i t e  minimal,  males have been ab le  t c  deve lop ,  
p e r p e t u a t e ,  ana change s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  t h e i r  own 
b e n e f i t .  The h i s t o r i c  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  meta-power has molded 
our i n s t i t u t i o n s  and th e  s t a t u s  of women w i th in  them. The 
systems a n a l y s i s  of th e  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  c f  s e x u a l  
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  t a k e n  up in  d e t a i l  in  th e  nex t  c h a p te r
The degree t o  which th e  s o c i a l  system and th e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  with in  i t  have been s t r u c t u r e d  to  the  advantage  
of men v a r i e s  ficm c o u n t ry  to  coun try  and from reg ion  to  
r eg ion  w i th in  c o u n t r i e s .  A comparison of the  s t a t u s  of
4women in  Sweden as opposed to  I r a n  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p o i n t .  
This  r e s e a r c h ,  however,  does not  examine t h i s  i s s u e  on th e  
b a s i s  of  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  ev id e n ce .  The f o c u s ,  i n s t e a d  i s  on 
r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .
How does the  s t a t u s  c f  wcmen in  the  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s  
a f f e c t  r a t e s  cf w i f e - h e a t in g ?  This  i s  the  lcey g u e s t io n  o f  
th e  r e s e a r c h .  In a t t e m p t in g  to  answer t h i s  g ue s t io n  our 
approach t u r n s  t o  a m u l t i - l e v e l  s t r u c t u r a l  model.
U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  th e  l o n g i t u d i n a l  d a ta  which would be 
n e ce ssa ry  to  examine feedback  loops  between th e  macro and 
micro l e v e l s ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c f  a t r u e  systems mcdel, a re  
n e t  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e .
The answer to  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  simple g u e s t io n  posed 
above i s  g u i t e  complex. The m u l t i - l e v e l  a n a l y s i s  undertaken 
i n  t h i s  s tudy  r e s u l t s  i n  a t  i n t r i c a t e  s e t  of  f i n d i n g s .  As
Baumgartner,  Eurns,  and DeVil le  (1979) p o in t  o u t ,  as
s o c i o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  moves tcward  m u l t i - l e v e l  (as wel l  as
m u l t i v a r i a t e )  a n a l y s i s ,  s imple  c a u s a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  such as  
“ when X, then  Y" become l e s s  u s e f u l .  The X/Y r e l a t i o n s h i p  
may be expected  to  vary i n  a number of ways, depending on
p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i th  v a r i a b l e s  a t  o t h e r  l e v e l s .
The i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  between s t r u c t u r e d  s t a t u s  c f  women, 
m a r i t a l  i n e g u a l i t y ,  and w i f e - b e a t in g  a re  examined in  d e t a i l  
in  t h i s  s t u d y .  However, no fo rm al  hypo theses  a r e  t e s t e d .  
The p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s t r u c t u r e d  
i n e g u a l i t y  and l e v e l  of  wife abuse may be a p o s i t i v e  one, o r
a n e g a t iv e  one ,  or one which i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a number of
5i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t s ,  a re  a l l  c o n s id e re d .
Methodology
The da ta  f c r  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  come from a number of  
so u rc e s .  The d a ta  on wife abuse a re  from th e  n a t i o n a l
survey conducted  by th e  Family Vic lence  Research Program of  
th e  U n i v e r s i t y  of New Hampshire. These r a t e s  of 
w i f e - b e a t in g  a r e  the  most a c c u ra t e  f i g u r e s  c u r r e n t l y  
a v a i l a b l e .  They a r e  a more r e l i a b l e  i n d i c a t o r  of wife abuse 
than  any p o l i c e  or h o s p i t a l  r e c o r d s  because  they  a re  n o t  
l i m i t e d  by problems such as  vary ing  rec o rd -k ee p in g  systems 
and do n o t  s imply r e f l e c t  in fo rm a t io n  on th o s e  segments of  
th e  p o p u la t io n  who come t c  the  a t t e n t i o n  c f  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  
These v io le n c e  r a t e s  a re  based on in fo rm a t io n  o b ta in ed
through  c o n f i d e n t i a l  i n t e r v i e w s  with a n a t i o n a l ,
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  sample of 2143 husbands and wives.  The da ta  
on i n e g u a l i t y  w i th in  n a r r i a g e s  a l s o  come from t h i s  su rv ey .
In f o r m a t io n  re g a rd in g  the  s t a t u s  of  women or  the  degree 
of  s e x u a l  e g u a l i t y  in  each s t a t e  comes from a number o f
d i f f e r e n t  s o u rc e s .  For the  most p a r t ,  t h e s e  a r e  government 
s t a t i s i t i c s  from t h e  Census Bureau and e th e r  a g e n c ie s .  Data 
from o t h e r  compendia, such as A lexander’ s The l e g a l  R igh ts  
of Women (1975),  and o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  su rveys  a re  a l s o  
in c lu d ed  in  th e  S t a t u s  cf  Women Index .  (See Chapte rs  V and 
Appendices C and D).
There a r e  s e v e r a l  s t e p s  in  t h e  d a ta  a n a l y s i s  procedure .  
F i r s t ,  how the s t a t e s  rank in  terms of women's s t a t u s  i s  
d e s c r i b e s  in  some d e t a i l .  Then, th e  impact  of se x u a l
6i n e g u a l i t y  on ag g re g a te  r a t e s  of  w i f e - b e a t i n g  i s  examined 
through v i s u a l  d i s p l a y s  of the  d a ta  and c o r r e l a t i o n a l  
a n a l y s i s .  The t h i r d  na-jor s t e p  in  the  da ta  a n a l y s i s  p ro ce ss  
in v o lv e s  l i n k i n g  the  macro and micro l e v e l s  th rough
c o n t e x t u a l  a n a l y s i s .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  of m a r i t a l  i n e g u a l i t y  
and w i f e - b e a t in g  i s  examined w i th in  th e  c o n te x t  of s t a t e  
s t a t u s -  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  s t a t e  s t a t u s  w i l l  be in t ro d u c e d  as a
c o n t r o l  v a r i a b l e  i n  an a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  m a r i t a l
i n e g u a l i t y - v i o l e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .
S i g n i f i c a n c e  of  the  Study 
The s tudy has s i g n i f i c a n c e  on a number of l e v e l s .  The 
t h e o r e t i c a l  c h a p te r  gees  beyond an assessm ent  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  
s t a t u s  o f  wcmen to  an exam ina t ion  of th e  n a tu r e  cf  s e x u a l  
i n e g u a l i t y .  The development of a th e o ry  of s e x u a l  
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  based on sys tems th eo ry  and p rev io u s  
e l a b o r a t i o n s  cf  a meta-power model, i s  of  i n t e r e s t  t o  two 
au d iences ,  f i r s t ,  th o se  concerned with the  concept  of 
meta-power and th e  s tu dy  o f  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  from a systems 
p e r s p e c t iv e  w i l l  f i n d  an a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  apprcach to  a 
d i f f e r e n t  phenomenon. Baumgartner e t  a l .  (1975, 1977, 
1979) have u t i l i z e d  t h i s  framework to  ana lyze  s t r u c t u r e d  
i n e q u a l i t y  in  a number of c o n te x t s .  Through t h e i r  use of 
h i s t o r i c  and contemporary i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  th ey  a t tem p t  t o  
dem ons tra te  th e  broad  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and u s e f u ln e s s  of  th e  
model- Yet,  they  overlook  what may be th e  c l e a r e s t  example 
of  the  e x e r c i s e  of meta-pcwer in h i s t o r y  -  the  p e rv a s iv e  
s t r u c t u r i n g  of se x ua l  i n e g u a l i t y  i n t o  every component i n  the
s o c i a l  sys tem. This  s tudy  t a k e s  a s t e p  toward f i l l i n g  t h i s  
gap i n  t h e  development cf  a sys tems model of  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .
Second, t h i s  a t tem pt  to  e x p la in  s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  
hy e l u c i d a t i n g  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t e d  s t r u c t u r i n g  p ro cesses  t h a t  
have b ro u g h t  i t  about  w i l l  be of i n t e r e s t  t o  f e m i n i s t s  (both 
academic and non-academic).  Although much r e s e a r c h  has  
demonstra ted  th e  e x i s t e n c e  of i n e q u a l i t y ,  t h e  development of 
theo ry  t o  e x p la in  t h i s  i n e g u a l i t y  i s  s t i l l  ongoing .  For th e  
most p a r t ,  b i o l o g i c a l  vs. c u l t u r a l  e x p la n a t i o n s  have been 
debated .  The b i o l o g i c a l  d e t e r m i n i s t s  have ign o red  the  
p l a s t i c i t y  cf  human n a t u r e ,  s t r e s s i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  
and f i n d in g s  frcm animal  s t u d i e s .  The c u l t u r a l  d e t e r m i n i s t s  
have tended  t c  overlook b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  and have d i sp u te d  
whether m a te r i a l  or  i d e o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  a r e  a t  the  r o o t  of 
i n e g u a l i t y .  While the  p re s e n t  model c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  no t  end 
th e  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  i t  dees a t t e m p t  t o  sy n th e s i z e  e lem ents  of 
each o f  these  ap p roaches ,  a l though  i t  does a l i g n  most
c l o s e l y  with e a r l i e r  m a t e r i a l i s t  f o r m u la t io n s .
This  r e s e a r c h  a l s o  makes a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  our 
unde rs tand ing  of fam i ly  v i o l e n c e .  The g u e s t i c n  of how
se xu a l  i n e g u a l i t y  a f f e c t s  th e  l e v e l  of v io le n c e  a g a i n s t
wives i s  addressed  in  d e t a i l .  At l e a s t  some e m p i r i c a l  
answers to  the  t h e o r e t i c a l  debate  on t h i s  i s s u e  a re
provided .  The fo cu s  on the  impact of s o c i a l l y  s t r u c t u r e d  
f a c t o r s  on w i fe -b e a t in g  can be im p o r tan t  because  i t  has 
p r a c t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s .
8The in fo rm a t io n  cn women's s t a t u s  in  each s t a t e  can be 
used by p o l icy -m akers  i n  the  p u b l ic  and p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s .  
D ec is ion s  reg a rd in g  th e  a l l o c a t i o n  of f e d e r a l  funds f o r  
va r io u s  s e r v i c e s  such as  job  t r a i n i n g  programs fo r  women, 
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  might he in f lu e n c e d  by more comprehensive 
in fo rm a t io n  on e x i s t i n g  se xu a l  i n e g u a l i t i e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  
th e  f i n d i n g s  cf t h i s  r e s e a r c h  may be of i n t e r e s t  t c  v a r io u s  
f e m i n i s t  groups f o r  the  purpose cf  b e t t e r  a s s e s s i n g  problem 
a re a s  and p lanning  a c t i o n .
The c e n t r a l  g u e s t i c n s  of t h i s  s tudy  were chosen, in  
p a r t ,  because  of the  p r a c t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  t h e i r  answers 
may have .  In  a r e c e n t  a d d re s s  to  the  M assachuse t te s  
S o c i o l o g i c a l  A s s o c ia t io n ,  James Davis (1978) cons id e red  why 
so l i t t l e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  r e s e a rc h  i s  taken  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
i n  th e  development of s o c i a l  p o l i c y .  One of  th e  r e a so n s ,  he 
m a in ta in s ,  i s  t h a t  s o c i o l o g i s t s  tend  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  
v a r i a b l e s  which a r e  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  im p o s s ib le ,  a l t e r .  
F a c to r s  such as  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  r a c e ,  se x ,  and s t a g e  i n  the  
l i f e  c y c l e ,  f o r  example, a re  not e a s i l y  changed. Davis 
concluded t h a t  only when s o c i o l o g i s t s  focus  on v a r i a b l e s  
which can be in f lu e n c e d  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  w i l l  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  
make an impact  on p u b l ic  p o l i c y .  Many of t h e  f a c t o r s  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  in  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a number of  the  
dimensions of the s t a t u s  cf  women, a re  of  t h i s  s o r t .  They 
have been s t r u c t u r e d  l a r g e l y  by human a c t i o n ,  and can be 
r e s t r u c t u r e d  by i t .
CHAPTEB I I
BETA-POWEE AND SEXUAL INEQUALITY :
TCKAEL A THECEY OF SEXUAL STEATIFICATION
Sexual I n e q u a l i t y  and Socio logy  
The purpose o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  t o  overview th e  c u r r e n t  
approaches  t o  s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  and to  develop a more 
adeguate  t h e o r e t i c a l  unde rs tan d ing  of i t .  While a number of  
th e  i s s u e s  d i s c u s se d  i n  t h i s  c h a p te r  a r e  no t  of d i r e c t  
r e l e v a n c e  to  the  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  th e y  dc l a y  an 
im po r tan t  fo u n d a t io n  f o r  t h a t  r e s e a r c h .  The c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  
of women can t e s t  be examined when th e  f a c t o r s  which have 
molded i t  a r e  unders tood .
S o c i o l o g i s t s  have focused  on sexua l  i n e g u a l i t y  
p r im a r i l y  i n  two ways. One approach has  documented sex 
d i f f e r e n c e s  cn s o c i a l - p s y c h o l o g i c a l  v a r i a b l e s  and sexua l  
i n e g u a l i t y  on s t r u c t u r a l  v a r i a b l e s .  Evidence cn sex r o l e  
s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  sex d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  achievement m o t iv a t io n ,  
and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in  e d u ca t io n  and th e  economy has  been 
amassed f a i r l y  q u ic k ly  (see A s t i n , s , t 9 7 5  B ib l iog ranhv  of  Sex 
Bole B ese a rch l ■ The v a s t  m a jo r i ty  of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  has 
documented sex d i f f e r n c e s  and i n e q u a l i t i e s  t u t  has not 
c o n t r i b u t e d  to  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  u nders tand ing  of the n a tu re
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o r  development o f  t h i s  i n e q u a l i t y  h i s t o r i c a l l y  or  
c r o s s - c u l t u r a l l y .
a second approach t o  unde rs tand in g  s t a t u s  cf women and 
male-female  pcwer d i f f e r e n c e s  can he found in  t h e  f i e l d  of 
fam i ly  s o c i o lo g y .  There the  fcc u s  has t e e n  on d i v i s i o n  of 
l a b o r  i n  f a m i l i e s  and on m a r i t a l  power r e l a t i o n s .  The 
s t u d i e s  of the  d i v i s i o n  of l a t o r  have beeE l a r g e l y  
d e s c r i p t i v e ,  o r ,  i f  t h e o r e t i c a l  i n  n a tu r e ,  f u n c t i o n a l l y  
o r i e n t e d  (Parsons and B a le s ,  1955). The s u b j e c t  c f  m a r i t a l  
pcwer, i n  c o n t r a s t ,  has  been t h e  s u b j e c t  of  much t h e o r e t i c a l  
work and a n a l y t i c  r e s e a r c h .
S tu d ie s  d e a l in g  with fam i ly  power have been numerous
(see S a f i l i o s - E o t h s c h i l d ,  1970 and Crcmuell  and C lson , l976
f o r  rev iew s of t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e ) . T he i r  focu s  has been
almost  e n t i r e l y  on th e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  power r e l a t i o n s  between
husbands and wives. The e f f e c t  o f  v a r io u s  r e s o u r c e s  on the
ba lance  cf  power between spouses  has r e c e iv e d  much
a t t e n t i o n .  While th e  s t u d i e s  o f t e n  o p e r a t i o r a l i z e  power
d i f f e r e n t l y ,  t h e i r  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o
t h a t  o f  Max Weber (1947) and P e t e r  Blau (1964),  who has
e l a b o r a t e d  Weber*s d e f i n i t i o n  i n  terms of r e s o u r c e s  and
exchange. Pcwer i s  regarded  as th e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  an
a c t o r  w i l l  be i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  c a r r y  ou t  h i s  c r  he r  w i l l
d e s p i t e  r e s i s t a n c e .  I t  i s  seen as  a r i s i n g  from exchange
p ro c e ss e s  when a person  has some goods o r  s e r v i c e s  deemed
n e ce ssa ry  o r  d e s i r e a t l e  by o t h e r s .  T y p i c a l l y ,  t h e  s t u d i e s  
u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  approach a re  concerned with t h e  e f f e c t s  of
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r e s o u r c e s  such a s  s p o u s e s '  incomes, e d u c a t i o n ,  and 
o c c u p a t io n a l  s t a t u s  on th e  ba lance  c f  power between them. 
S tu d ie s  on th e  e f f e c t s  of s t a t u s  of women, and power on 
v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives have a l s o  f i t  i n t o  t h i s  g e n e r a l  
framework.
D a ire  G i l l e s p i e  (1971) has tak en  i s s u e  with t h i s  
m i c r o - s o c i o l o g i c a l  approach t c  m a r i t a l  pcwer and i n e g u a l i t y .  
Her main argument i s  t h a t  focus ing  only  upon p e r s o n a l  
r e s o u r c e s  and t h e i r  e f f e c t  cn i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  would 
be m e th o d o lo g ic a l ly  j u s t i f i e d  only  i n  a t r u l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  
s o c i e t y  w i th in  which s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s  had no i n e q u i t a b l e  
im pact .  She p o in t s  ou t  t h a t ,  c u r r e n t l y ,  s o c i e t y  i s  
s t r u c t u r e d  in  such a way t h a t  males have an advantage  
com ple te ly  u n r e l a t e d  to  p e r s o n a l  com pe tenc ies .
Our i n s t i t u t i o n s  a re  s t r u c t u r e d  so  as  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  
males, a s  a group, ga in  g r e a t e r  p e r s o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  th an  
fem ales ,  l i e  s t r u c t u r e s  which se rv e  t o  make husbands more 
" r e s o u r c e f u l "  marr iage  p a r t n e r s  than  wives, and t h e r e f o r e  
the  more powerful  ones ,  have been ig n o re d .  G i l l e s p i e  
con tends  t h a t  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between males and fem ales  
cannot  be f u l l y  cr p ro p e r ly  unders tood  when th e  focu s  i s  
simply on i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  because  power can be a 
c l a s s  a f f a i r .  I t  i s  n e ce ssa ry  t c  c o n s id e r  the  s o c i a l  
c o n te x t  w i th in  which the  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  occur .
The documenta t ion  cf  i n e q u a l i t i e s  and the  s tudy  of  
family  power, while v a lu a b le  work, a r e  l i m i t e d  in  te rms of 
t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  a comprehensive th eo ry  c f  s e x u a l
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s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  The f i r s t  documents i n e q u a l i t i e s  bu t  does 
l i t t l e  t o  e x p la in  or  i n t e r c o n n e c t  them. The second, which 
d e a l s  with  m a r i t a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s ,  i s  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  b e t t e r  
developed ,  b u t  does n o t  t a k e  i n t o  account  s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  
cn the  s o c i e t a l  l e v e l  and how t h i s  i n e g a l i t a r i a n  c o n te x t  
a f f e c t s  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  the  
t h e o r e t i c a l  work on se xu a l  i n e g u a l i t y  i s  somewhat b e t t e r  
developed in  the  f i e l d  c f  an th ro p o lo g y ,  and the  model
fo rm u la te d  below draws h e a v i ly  from t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e .
S t r a t i f i c a t i o n : A Systems P e r s p e c t i v e
The approach t o  s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  developed i n  t h i s  
c h a p te r  in v o lv e s  more th a n  an a n a l y s i s  of  e x i s t i n g  
i n e q u a l i t i e s .  I t  a t t e m p t s  to  e x p la in  the  development o f  th e  
contemporary system of  sexua l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .
S t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of power 
a rrangem ents  t h a t  p e rp e tu a t e  p a t t e r n s  of economic,
p o l i t i c a l ,  and p r e s t i g e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  between groups over  
g e n e r a t i o n s  (Pease e t  a l .  1970:128). Sexual s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  
i s  th e  s t r u c t u r a l l y  p a t t e r n e d  i n e g u a l i t y  between the  sexes
t h a t  i s  p e rp e tu a te d  through t im e .  The fo cu s  of the  p r e s e n t
model i s  on t h i s  s t r u c t u r e d  i n e g u a l i t y  and i t s  h i s t o r i c a l
e v o lu t io n  r a t h e r  than on sex d i f f e r e n c e s  per se  or 
i n t e r p e r s o n a l  pcwer r e l a t i o n s  and i n e q u a l i t i e s .
The model c f  s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  fo rm ula ted  he re  i s  
based on modern systems th eo ry  and t h e  concept  of  
meta-power,  systems a n a l y s i s  has been a p p l i e d ’ to  the s tu d y  
c f  power s t r u c t u r e s  and s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  p re v io u s ly  (Alker e t
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a l .  ,  1978; Eaumgartner e t  a l .  1976; Burns ,  1976).
However, t i e  focus of t h e s e  s t u d i e s  has  been o n . c l a s s  
s t r a t i f i c a t i c n  and male power r e l a t i o n s ,  such as 
lafcor-management c o n f l i c t s .  This  approach has not  been used 
t o  examine se x ua l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  and power r e l a t i o n s  between 
men and women.
The purpose of  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h i s  approach to  
male-female  r e l a t i o n s  i s  tw o - fo ld .  F i r s t ,  an a d d i t i o n a l  
form of  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  be ex p la in e d  through systems 
a n a l y s i s .  The b r e a d th  and f r u i t f u l n e s s  o f  t h i s  s o r t  o f  
approach w i l l  he d em o ns t ra ted .  Second, t h i s  model w i l l  
enab le  us to  come t o  a more thorough and adegua te  
und e rs tand in g  of s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  as a phenomenon of 
impor tance  in  and of i t s e l f .  Ey develop ing  a b e t t e r  
c oncep t ion  of the  n a tu r e  of  t h i s  i n e q u a l i t y ,  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of  changing i t  i s  enhanced.
A c e n t r a l  c o n te n t io n  of the  systems approach to  
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  examining power and i n e q u a l i t y  on th e  
i n t e r p e r s o n a l  l e v e l  c a p t u r e s  only p a r t  of the  power 
a c t i v i t i e s  ongoing in  a s o c i e t y .  A t r a n s c e n d in g  and 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  more im p o r tan t  p a r t  i n v o lv e s  a t t e m p ts  t o  
s t r u c t u r e  and r e s t r u c t u r e  the  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  m atr ix  
with in  which i n t e r p e r s o n a l  and in t e r g r o u p  power a c t i v i t i e s  
a re  p layed  c u t  (Baumgartner,  Buckley, and Burns,  1975:49). 
The e x e r c i s e  of power o r i e n t e d  toward th e  shaping of  the  
s t r u c t u r e  of s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  "meta-power" or  
r e l a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l .
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Underly ing  th e  a n a l y s i s  cf  meta-power i s  a r e c o g n i t i o n  
of the  im p o r tan t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between power and r e s o u r c e s .  
D i f f e r e n t i a l  c o n t r o l  over  r e s o t r e e s  i s  th e  b a s i s  of  
meta-power.  However, t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  s tu d i e d  a t  the  
macro-system l e v e l  r a t h e r  than  on the  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  l e v e l .  
Ihose  persons  or  groups who lac k  c o n t r o l  over  e s s e n t i a l  
m a t e r i a l  and s o c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  a re  g e n e r a l l y  unable to  
i n i t i a t e  and c a r r y  out  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  in c lu d in g  the  
a b i l i t y  t o  a f f e c t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of the  system i n  t h e i r  own 
i n t e r e s t .  Ihose  i n  c o n t r o l  of im p o r tan t  r e s o u r c e s ,  on the  
o th e r  hand, have g r e a t e r  a c t io n  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and a re  a b le  
t o  s t r u c t u r e  the  a c t i o n  and i n t e r a c t i o n  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  
o th e r s  t o  t h e i r  own b e n e f i t  (Baumgartner e t  a l .  1S76: 241).
A b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e  of  t h i s  model i s  t h a t  t h e  unegual  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of power r e s o u r c e s ,  in  c o n ju n c t io n  with 
g e o g ra p h ica l  a n d /o r  s o c i a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  which l i m i t  
e m ig ra t io n  or  withdrawl from the  s o c i a l  system c f  th o se  in  
l e s s  f a v o r a b l e  p o s i t i o n s ,  f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e  development of 
h igh ly  s t r a t i f i e d  sys tems (Baumgartner e t  a l .  1976:218).
A key to  unders tand ing  how a h ig h ly  s t r a t i f i e d  system 
can emerge frcm one in which i n i t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  c o n t r o l  
over  r e s o u r c e s  and power a re  minimal i s  the  no t ion  of 
d e v i a t i o n  am pl i fy ing  o r  p o s i t i v e  feedback p rocess  
(Maruyama,1963).  I n i t i a l  power d i f f e r e n c e s  enab le  
d i f f e r e n t i a l  accumulat ion cf power r e s o u r c e s  which feed  th e  
c y c le  of power a m p l i f i c a t i o n .  Advantaged groups axe ab le  to  
ga in  r e s o u r c e s  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  and to  use th e s e  to
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s t r u c t u r e  a c t i v i t i e s  sc a s  t o  m ain ta in  c r  develop the system 
of  i n e q u a l i t y -  C o n c u r re n t ly ,  c o n s t r a i n t s  on withdrawal  from 
th e  s o c i a l  system compel th e  d isadvan taged  to  a c c e p t  t h e i r  
i n f e r i o r  p o s i t i o n s .  Power d i f f e r e n c e s  which may he g u i t e  
sm a l l  i n i t i a l l y  can he am p l i f i e d  through such a p o s i t i v e  
feedback lcc p  i n t o  major h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  
(Eaumgartner e t  a l .  1976:2 18-2 19).
The p r e s e n t  model a t t e m p ts  t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
s t r u c t u r i n g  f a c t o r s  ( i . e .  th o se  c o n d i t i o n s  or p ro ce sse s  
through which i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a rrangem ents  a r e  formed or 
t rans fo rm ed)  which a f f e c t  the  system cf  sexu a l  
s t r a t i f i c a t i c n .  The one f a c t o r  which has been s t r e s s e d  thus  
f a r  i s  th e  e x e r c i s e  of  meta-pcwer or r e l a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l ,  
which e n t a i l s  the  human m anipu la t ion  o f  th e  c o n d i t i o n s  of 
i n t e r a c t i o n ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  and id e o lo g y .  The 
degree t o  which a power e l i t e  can e x e r c i s e  r e l a t i o n a l  
c o n t r o l  v a r i e s  g r e a t l y ,  however, and i s  never complete .
A s t r u c t u r i n g  f a c t o r  which o p e r a t e s  s im u l ta n eo u s ly  with 
meta-power i s  the  p h y s i c a l  environment which makes some 
a c t i o n s  p o s s i b l e  and ex c lu des  o t h e r s .  E co lo g ic a l  f a c t o r s ,  
f o r  example, s t r o n g l y  i n f lu e n c e  the  n a tu re  of a s o c i e t y * s  
s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e r e f o r e  i t s  p a t t e r n  of  s o c i a l  
r e l a t i o n s .
Technology i s  a n o th e r  m a t e r i a l  f a c t o r  which s t r u c t u r e s
s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  by a l t e r i n g  e c o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .
Baumgartner,  Burns,  and DeVil le  w r i t e  t h a t
A new techno logy  makes p o s s ib l e  new ways of 
a c t i n g  in  r e l a t i o n  to  t h e  p h y s i c a l  and s o c i a l  
environment t h a t  s imply  d id  no t  e x i s t
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p r e v i o u s l y .  Technology not  on ly  c r e a t e s  new 
o p t i o n s ,  but  i n  i t s  im p lem en ta t ion ,  may o p e ra te  
t o  remove o p t io n s ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  c e r t a i n  a c t o r s  
o r  c l a s s e s  o f  a c t o r s  i n  a s o c i a l  system (1977:8)
In  a d d i t i o n  t o  human a c t io n  and m a t e r i a l  f a c t o r s ,  
c u l t u r a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  (e .g .  s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  
e d u c a t io n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  and th e  media) can a c t  a s  s t r u c t u r i n g  
f o r c e s .  These mold human p e r c e p t i o n s ,  e v a l u a t i o n s ,  and 
d e c i s io n s  and t h e r e f o r e  s t r u c t u r e  human a c t i v i t i e s .  While 
i d e a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  do se rve  t o  mold s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e i r  
in d ep en den t  impact should  no t  be overemphasized. As Karl 
Marx f i r s t  po in ted  o u t ,  t h e  dominant  id eo lo g y  of any s o c i e t y  
i s  th e  id eo lo g y  of i t s  r u l i n g  c l a s s  and j u s t i f i e s  th e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h a t  c l a s s .  M anipula t ion  of  id e o lo g y ,  th rough  
c o n t r o l  o f  th e  s c h o o l s ,  f o r  example , by th o se  i n  advantaged 
p o s i t i o n s  can serve  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e i r  power.
F i n a l l y ,  s t r u c t u r i n g  may occur  a s  th e  unin tended  
conseguence c f  human a c t i o n .  The go a ls  and i n t e r e s t s  of an 
e l i t e  group may lead  i t  to s t r u c t u r e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  a c e r t a i n  
way. The new p a t t e r n  of r e l a t i o n s  may have unfo rseen  
conseguences .  For example, t h e  g e n e s i s  of working c l a s s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  hinged on the  i n c r e a s e d  d e n s i ty  and r e s u l t i n g  
i n t e r a c t i o n  of workers b rought  t o g e t h e r  i n  th e  f a c t o r y  
c o n te x t  (Baumgartner,  Burns,  and DeVil le ,  1977:9-10) .
So, m a t e r i a l  and c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  as  well  as  human 
a c t io n  i n  th e  form of r e l a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  and t h e  unintended 
consequences c f  such a c t io n  can a l l  se rve  t c  form o r  
t r an s fo rm  the  s t r u c t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  Our 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  and t h e  system of s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  have been
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s t r u c t u r e d  by th e  i n t e r p l a y  of  th e se  f a c t o r s .  The nex t  
s t e p ,  now, i s  to  examine s p e c i f i c a l l y  how th ese  s t r u c t u r i n g  
f o r c e s  have c o n t r i b u t e d  t c  our system cf  s e x u a l  
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  i s  pa id  t o  the  r o l e  of  
meta-power i n  th e  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  i n e q u a l i t y .
Male-Female R e la t io n s  in  S u b s i s te n c e  S o c ie ty
In  o rd e r  to  c l a r i f y  th e  i n i t i a l  s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  
between males and fem ales  and to  a s s e s s  t h e  i n i t i a l  power 
d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  sex d i f f e r e n c e s  
a t  the  b e g in n ing  of humanity.
At t h e  most b a s i c  l e v e l ,  s u p e r i o r  male s i z e  can be 
c o n s id e re d  t h e  most im p o r tan t  d e te rm inan t  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  
p a t t e r n  o f  male dominance. R anda l l  C o l l i n s  (1975) p ro v id e s  
sup p o r t  f o r  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n .  He compares s p e c i e s  i n  which 
males a re  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l e r  c r  b ig g e r  than  f e m a le s .  Among 
p r im a te s ,  in  th o se  s p e c i e s  in  which males a re  c o n s id e r a b ly  
l a r g e r  t h a n  fem ales  (such as th e  macaques and g o r i l l a s ) , the  
group i s  dominated by a sm al l  number o f  powerfu l  males .  
Male and female  o ran g u ta n s ,  howler  monkeys, and chimpanzees,  
on the  o t h e r  hand, a r e  of s i m i l a r  s i z e  and a re  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
by l i t t l e  male dominance (1975:233).
Human fem a le s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  be ing  p h y s i c a l l y  s m a l l e r  
th an  males , a re  a l s o  v u ln e r a b le  because of  c h i l d b e a r i n g .  
J u s t  how much t h i s  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  c o n t r i b u t e s  to  female  
s u b o r d in a t io n  i s  a m a t te r  o f  d e b a te ,  however. Because i t  i s  
p robab le  t h a t  pro longed pregnancy and i n f a n t  dependency 
evolved t o g e t h e r  with s u p e r i o r  male s i z e ,  i t  i s  im poss ib le
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t o  a s s e s s  t h e i r  in d ep e n d en t  e f f e c t s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  C o l l i n s  
a rgues  t h a t  s i z e  d i f f e r e n c e s  seem more im p o r ta n t  because  
th ey  makes p h y s ic a l  c o e rc io n  p o s s ib l e .
T h eo r ie s  of  s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  which begin by 
emphasizing p h y s i o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between th e  sexes have 
come under c r i t i c i s m .  However, th e  c r i t i c i s m  te n d s  t o  be 
focused cn tho se  app roaches  which see b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  as  
th e  key to  e x p la in i n g  sex u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  These 
approaches (Ardrey, 1966; M orr is ,  1968; Lorenz,  1966; 
T ig e r ,  1969) p o r t r a y  female  s u b o r d in a t io n  a s  p h y s i o l o g i c a l l y  
i n h e r e n t  and t h e r e f o r e  a u n i v e r s a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  human 
s o c i e t i e s  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  and f u t u r e .
This  i s  n e t  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  taken h e r e .  The p r e s e n t  
model t a k e s  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
i n s o f a r  as  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  account  f o r  i n i t i a l  s o c i a l  
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  between the  sexes  and any r e l a t e d  power 
i n e g u a l i t i e s .  A b i o l o g i c a l  d e t e r m i n i s t  s t a n d  i s  not  a 
n e ce ssa ry  conccmmittan t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s .  
C u l t u r a l  a d a p ta t i o n  to  t h e s e  b i o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i s  th e  
key to  u n d e rs t a n d in g  se xu a l  i n e g u a l i t y .  (See Blumberg, 1978 
f o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  of how even non-human pr im ate  sex r o l e s  a re  
adapted to  en v ironm en ta l  f a c t o r s  and a re  not  s imply  
de termined by dimorphism).
C l e a r l y ,  i t  i s  n e c e s sa ry  t c  c o n s id e r  the  ccnseguences  
of  s e x u a l  dimorphism f o r  p r i m i t i v e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  
A n th ro p o lo g is t  Peggy E. Sanday (1973) d i s c u s s e s  human 
s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  i t s  most b a s i c  l e v e l .  She e x p la in s
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t h a t  t o  meet th e  g o a l  of s u r v i v a l ,  humans w i l l  expend energy 
i n  t h r e e  component t a s k s  : r e p r o d u c t io n ,  d e fe n s e ,  and
s u b s i s t e n c e .  The a ss ignm ent  of these  t a s k s  i s  somewhat 
de termined by b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s .  That means, cf  c o u r s e ,  
t h a t  r e p r o d u c t io n  w i l l  always f a l l  to  th e  fem ale .  A 
c o n s t r a i n t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  imposed cn th e  p ro p o r t io n  of female  
energy which can be devoted to  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  
Conseguen t ly ,  the  p r o b a b i l i t y  i n c r e a s e s  t h a t  th e  t a s k s  of  
s u b s i s t e n c e  and defense  w i l l  draw more h e a v i ly  cn the  energy 
of males .  There i s  no reascn  to  p o s i t  th e  e x i s t e n c e  of  a 
m ate rna l  i n s t i n c t  i n  women or a k i l l e r  i n s t i n c t  in  men to  
e x p la in  t h e  i n i t i a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o r .
While t h e  a n th r o p o l o g ic a l  ev idence  does not  suppor t  the  
cla im of  some f e m i n i s t s  t h a t  m a t r i a r c h a l  s o c i e t i e s  preceded 
p a t r i a r c h a l  ones ,  i t  does su p p o r t  the  i d e a  t h a t ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  
male-female  r e l a t i o n s  were g u i t e  e g a l i t a r i a n .  There i s  
ev idence  t h a t  e a r l y  in  the  development of human s o c i e t y  sex 
d i f f e r e n c e s  in  power and c o n t r o l  were minimal.
At th e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of  s o c i a l  develcpment the  economy, 
whether h u n t in g  and g a th e r in g  or h o r t i c u l t u r a l ,  in vo lv ed  
p rod u c t io n  f o r  use by the  fam ily  group i t s e l f .  The 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  of a l l  members to  th e  t h r e e  s u r v i v a l  t a s k s  was 
im p o r ta n t .  The s i g n i f i c a n t  p o in t  f o r  women's s t a t u s  was 
t h a t  t h e  household  was communal and the  d i v i s i c r  of l a b o r  
between th e  sexes  was r e c i p r o c a l .  The economy d id  not 
in v o lv e  t h e  dependence of the  wife and c h i l d r e n  on th e  
husband. A l l  who were a b le  made a c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  the
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s u r v i v a l  t a s k  to  which they  were t e s t  s u i t e d .  When a l a r g e  
p o r t io n  o f  male energy was drawn i n t o  defense  or  where 
s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  were com p a t ib le  with c h i l d  c a r e ,  as  
was o f t e n  th e  c a se ,  female  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  the  s u b s i s t e n c e  
sphere  i n c r e a s e d .  Often i t  was s u b s t a n t i a l .  The ev idence  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  women c o n t r i b u t e d  up to  70% of th e  food in  
p r i m i t i v e  s o c i e t i e s  through t h e i r  g a th e r in g  a c t i v i t i e s  
(Ember and Ember, 1977:81) .
In  f a c t ,  s t e p s  were taken  to  i n s u r e  t h a t  c h i l d  c a re  
would n o t  i n t e r f e r e  with th e  v i t a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
women. F e r t i l i t y  r a t e s  among h un t ing  and g a th e r in g  groups 
a re  among th e  low es t  of a l l  human s o c i e t i e s .  B i r th s  spaced 
about every  f o u r  y e a r s  and a low t o t a l  number o f  c h i l d r e n  
were ach ieved  th rough  a number of methods i n c lu d in g  l a t e  
weaning, a b o r t i o n ,  and i n f a n t a c i d e  (Blumberg,1978:8) .
D e sp i te  th e  im p o r ta n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of wcmen, male 
s t a t u s  tended  to  be h ig h e r  i n  the  economic and p o l i t i c a l  
sp h e re s .  Hen 's  a c t i v i t i e s  in  hun t ing  and d e fense  prov ided  
them with more knowledge of  d i s t a n t  a re a s  and peoples  as 
well  a s  c o n t r o l  over  s t r a t i g i c  r e s o u r c e s  such as  weapons. 
F u r th e r ,  because  of the  importance  of c o o p e r a t i v e  male 
combat teams f o r  s u r v i v a l ,  warfare  g e n e r a l l y  promoted the  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  communities arcund a core  of permanent male 
r e s i d e n t s  c o n s i s t i n g  cf  f a t h e r s ,  b r o t h e r s ,  and sen s .  This  
s o l i d a r i t y  o f  males based cn blood t i e s  enhanced t h e i r  
c o n t r o l  i n  the  p o l i t i c a l  and economic sphe res  ( H a r r i s : 1977).
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An im p o r ta n t  p o i n t ,  though,  i s  t h a t  because  s o c i a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  s u b s i s t e n c e  s o c i e t i e s  was g u i t e  e g a l i t a r i a n  
o v e r a l l ,  th e  importance  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  c o n t r o l  in  t h e s e  
sp he res  was minimal. S u b s i s t e n c e  s o c i e t i e s ,  l ack ing  any 
s u r p lu s  w ea l th ,  were o rg an ized  to  sh a re  th e  food and 
r e s o u r c e s  t o  i n s u r e  th e  s u r v i v a l  of th e  g roup .  M a te r i a l  
advan tages  do not  a cc ru e  even to  those  with g r e a t e r  
i n f l u e n c e ,  nor a r e  they  t r a n s m i t t e d  from g e n e r a t io n  to  
g e n e r a t i o n .  S t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a b s e n t .
The re l e v a n c e  of  th e  above evidence  f o r  our  systems 
model of s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  becomes c l e a r  when we r e c a l l  
t h e  bas ic  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  power d i f f e r e n c e s ,  no n a t t e r  how 
minimal i n i t i a l l y ,  e n ab le  r e l a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  which can be 
used to  am pl i fy  t h e s e  power d i f f e r e n c e s .  E e l a t i o n a l
c o n t r o l ,  or  meta-power,  i s  based on r e s o u r c e s ,  however.
When t h e r e  a re  few s o c i a l  and m a t e r i a l  r e s o u r c e s  under th e  
c o n t r o l  of a s i n g l e  group r e l a t i o n a l  c o n to l  i s  low. When 
r e s o u r c e s  forming t h e  foun da t ion  cf meta-power i n c r e a s e ,  the  
o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  r e l a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  i n c r e a s e s  and t h e  
p o s i t i v e  feedback c y c le  b e g in s .  Power d i f f e r e n c e s  a re
i n c r e a s i n g l y  a m p l i f i e d .  The r e s u l t  of  t h i s  p rocess  i s  t h a t  
a more h ig h ly  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  system, in  which th e  p re v io u s ly  
advantaged group i s  even more dominant,  emerges.
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Beyond S u b s i s t e n c e :
A g r i c u l t u r a l  Development a rd  P op u la t io n  Growth
On th e  b a s i s  of  a n th r o p o l o g ic a l  r e s e a r c h  and theo ry  i t  
i s  p o s s ib l e  to  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p ro c e s s e s  and c o n d i t i o n s  by 
which th e  i n i t i a l  male advantage  has  been a m p l i f i e d  i n t o  a 
h ig h ly  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  in  which th e  power and the  
r i g h t s  of  men over women cannot  be ex p la in e d  merely on the  
b a s i s  of  t h e i r  s i z e  o r  because of c h i l d b e a r i n g .
I n  h e r  mcncgraph Woman’ s Bole i n  Economic Development 
(1970) E s t e r  Boserup s t r e s s e s  t h a t  female  l a b o r  was 
im p o r tan t  i n  the  i n i t i a l  phases of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  development.  
Women had been l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p ro v id in g  v e g e t a b l e s ,  
r o o t s ,  and b e r r i e s  as g a t h e r e r s  and th ey  played a l a rg e  p a r t  
i n  p rov id ing  th e se  foods  through h o r t i c u l t u r e  ( i . e .  hoe 
c u l t i v a t i o n ) .  In th e  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  system o f  e x t e n s i v e  land  
use ,  women were invo lved  in  s imple  farming a c t i v i t i e s .  In  
h o r t i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t i e s  t h e  energy of males was expended to  
a g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  on defense  and a c t i v i t i e s  which r e q u i r e d  
g r e a t e r  s t r e n g t h ,  such as  c l e a r i n g  land .  Women combined 
b a s ic  c u l t i v a t i o n  with c h i l d  c a r e .
T h is  b a s i c  c u l t i v a t i o n  invo lved  a system of  s h i f t i n g  
land  u se ,  and was predominant when land  was widely 
a v a i l a b l e .  Boserup e x p la in s  t h a t  under t h i s  system the 
c u l t i v a t i o n  of  a s t r i p  of land  in  a t r i b a l  r e g i c n  did  not 
e s t a b l i s h  ownership of  t h a t  l a n d .  The use r  had r i g h t s  to  
th e  land  as  long as he or she con t inued  to  c u l t i v a t e  i t .  
A f te r  a few y e a rs ,  th e  p l o t  of land  Has u s u a l ly  abandoned 
and r e p la ce d  with a new, more f e r t i l e  one nearby .
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The emergence o f  the  d igg ing  s t i c k  and hoe technology  
proved to  have an enormous impact  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of 
p r i m i t i v e  s o c i e t i e s ,  cne im p o r ta n t  conseguence o f  th e  s h i f t  
from g a th e r in g  t o  h o r t i c u l t u r e  was t h a t  women no longer  had 
t c  wander long d i s t a n c e s  to  o b t a i n  the  d a y ' s  food -  i t  was 
grown i n  p l o t s  n e a r l y .  Blumberg (1978) s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  
i n c r e a s e d  sedan t ism  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  w o r ld ' s  f i r s t  
and g r e a t e s t  p o p u la t io n  e x p lo s io n .  Small c h i l d r e n  were no 
lo n g e r  a s  g r e a t  a burden as  when wandering was r e g u i r e d ,  and 
th ey  were a l s o  u s e f u l  h e l p e r s  in  p ro d u c t io n .  Popu la t ion  
s i z e  among newly s e d e n ta r y  f o c d - r a i s e r s  could have doubled 
every  g e n e r a t i o n ,  with tremendous conseguences in  a f a i r l y  
s h o r t  time (1978:18).
There i s  a p o s i t i v e  feedback loop between 
i n t e n s i f i c a t i c n  of food p rod uc t ion  and p o p u la t io n  growth 
such t h a t  development and growth e s c a l a t e .  Advancing 
c u l t i v a t i o n  techno logy  t y p i c a l l y  c o n c e n t r a te d  th e  i n c r e a s i n g  
p op u la t io n  cn sm a l le r  p o r t i o n s  cf  t h e i r  h a b i t a t ' s  land a re a .  
The more advanced the  t echno logy ,  the  sm a l l e r  th e  p ro p o r t io n  
of  land  a re a  s u i t a b l e  f o r  i t s  use (Blumberg, 1978:19).  Much 
of  th e  land  s u i t a b l e  f o r  g a th e r in g ,  f o r  example, i s  
in ad e g u a te  fo r  c u l t i v a t i o n .
I n c r e a s i n g  p o p u la t io n  d e n s i t y ,  i n  t u r n ,  c r e a t e d  
p r e s s u r e s  which r e s u l t e d  in  even more i n t e n s i v e  systems of 
lan d  use .  The i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of  c u l t i v a t i o n  n e c e s s i t a t e d  
more l a b o r  in p u t  pe r  u n i t  of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u tp u t .  While 
mere l a b o r  and s t r e n g t h  were needed in  plow c u l t i v a t i o n  and
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th e  d o m e s t i c a t io n  o f  l a r g e  a n im a l s ,  women's e n e r g i e s  were 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  he ing  expended on hear ing  and r e a r i n g  g r e a t e r  
numhers of  c h i l d r e n -  Sanday (1973) a rg u e s  t h a t  t h i s  
n e ce ssa ry  i n c r e a s e  in  l a b o r  f c r  c u l t i v a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  in  a 
g r e a t e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  males to  th e  s u b s i s t e n c e  s e c t o r .
The same f a c t o r s  which c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  males becoming 
predom inant ly  involved  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
th e  i n c r e a s e d  s c a r c i t y  cf a r a b l e  lan d .  The d e a r th  of u sab le  
land  ended the  sh a r in g  and lo o se  r o t a t i o n  of  lan d  p l o t s .  De 
f a c t o  u se r  r i g h t s  t o  land hecame permanent as  p l o t s  began to  
he passed down through g e n e r a t i o n s  w i th in  k in  groups .  These 
k in  g roups ,  a s  we mentioned e a r l i e r ,  tended to  be o rgan ized  
around male r e l a t i v e s .
The d i s c u s s i o n  th u s  f a r  has focused on the  s e x u a l  
d i v i s i o n  of l a b o r  i n  s u b s i s t e n c e  s o c i e t i e s  and cn how t h i s  
d i v i s i o n  had minimal ccnseguences  f o r  power r e l a t i o n s  and 
m a t e r i a l  w e l l -b e in g -  F u r t h e r ,  th e  conseguences of  
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  development and en v ironm en ta l  c o n s t r a i n t s  f o r  
human p o p u la t io n  and p ro p e r ty  r e l a t i o n s  were co n s id e re d -  
The fo l lo w in g  s e c t i o n  e l a b o r a t e s  cn th e  i n f l u e n c e  of th e s e  
s t r u c t u r i n g  f a c t o r s  and a l s o  t a k e s  i n t o  account  the  impact  
o f  human a c t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  e x e r c i s e  of meta-power, on 
male-female  r e l a t i o n s  and the  growing s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  between 
th e  sexes-
25
Beyond S u b s i s t e n c e ;
The Emergence of  Sexual  S t r a t i f i c a t i o n
At t h e  l e v e l  of economic development where product ion  
i s  d i r e c t l y  f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r  by sex i s  
based on r e c i p r o c i t y  r a t h e r  than dom ina t ion .  What 
i n e q u a l i t i e s  e x i s t  tend to be p r e s t i g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  due to  
i n d i v i d u a l  a b i l i t i e s  such as toolmaking or  s t o r y t e l l i n g .  
Such i n e q u a l i t i e s  a r e  n o t  t r a n s m i t t e d  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l l y . 
The c r u c i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  occurs  when the  economy deve lops  
beyond th e  s u b s i s t e n c e  l e v e l .  Kar l  Marx and Max Weber both 
observed t h a t  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  emerges only when th e re  a re  
s u r p l u s e s  above s u b s i s t e n c e  which can come under p r i v a t e  
c o n t r o l .  l e n s k i  (1966) e x p l i c a t e s  t h i s  p ro c e ss  i n  h i s  
a n a l y s i s  of c l a s s  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .
This  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  was f i r s t  b rough t  
t o  bear  on male-female  r e l a t i o n s  by F r e i d r i c h  Engels (1884). 
He argued t h a t  th e  absence  of p r i v a t e l y  owned p ro p e r ty  made 
the  worh of men and women of equa l  s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  
They were s i a p l y  inv o lv e d  in  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  of p roduct ion  
f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e .  The t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of women’ s s t a t u s  and 
the  emergence c f  s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  cccured  with the  
development c f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r ty .
With th e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  c f  a g r i c u l t u r e  and th e  
d o m es t ica t io n  of l a r g e  an im a ls ,  s u r p l u s  gocds became 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  the  f i r s t  t im e.  P ro d u c t ic n  f o r  exchange began 
t c  e c l i p s e  p roduc t ion  f o r  use .  C o n c u r re n t ly ,  permanent use r  
r i g h t s  t o  land  became o u t r i g h t  p r i v a t e  ownership .  The men 
who c o n t r o l l e d  the  land  and c rop s  were now a b le  t c  exchange
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them i n  an emerging market economy.
For E nge ls ,  t h e  new s u r p lu s  c f  wealth  a v a i l a b l e  f o r
exchange between p r o d t c t i v e  u n i t s  overshadowed th e  household
p roduc t ion  f o r  use.  This  was a c r i t i c a l  t r a n s fo r m a t io n  in
t h a t  i t  changed th e  n a tu r e  of  th e  household ,  the
s i g n i f i c a n c e  c f  women's work w i th in  i t ,  and,  as  a r e s u l t ,
women's p o s i t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y  a t  l a r g e  (Sacks, 1975:217).  In
an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Engels R e v i s i t e d " ,  Karen Sacks
summarizes h i s  c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  change i n  th e  p o s i t i o n  of
women as a r e s u l t  of  th e  s h i f t  t c  p rodu c t io n  f o r  exchange.
Women worked f o r  t h e i r  husbands and f a m i l i e s  
i n s t e a d  of s o c i e t y  a s  a whole. P r i v a t e  p rop er ty  
made i t s  owner t h e  r u l e r  o f  th e  household .
Women and o t h e r  p r o p e r t y l e s s  dependents  worked 
t o  m ain ta in  and augment the  household  h e a d ' s  
p r o p e r t y ,  f o r  he was new engaged in  com ete t ive  
p ro d u c t io n  and exchange with o th e r  heads of  
househo ld s .  Women's l a b o r  was a n e ce ssa ry  and 
s o c i a l l y  s u b o r d in a te  p a r t  of  producing an 
exchangeable  s u r p l u s .  Women became wards, 
w ives ,  and d a u g h te r s  i n s t e a d  of  a d u l t  members of  
t h e  s o c i e t y  (1975: 217).
Not only were women no l e n g e r  co ns id e re d  a d u l t  members 
of s o c i e t y ,  but  they  came to  he t r e a t e d  l i k e  a l l  o th e r  
p ro pe r ty  under male c c n t r o l .  Family p a t r i a r c h s  in  a n c i e n t  
s o c i e t i e s  (and some s o c i e t i e s  today) had th e  power of  l i f e  
and death  over  t h e i r  women and c h i l d r e n .  Wives were bought 
and so ld  and marr iage  was e s s e n t i a l l y  an economic 
t r a n s a c t i o n  between between male heads o f  f a m i l i e s  (and 
c o n t in u es  to  be i n  many p a r t s  of  the  w o r ld ) . The h i s t o r y  of 
the  i n s t i t u t i o n  of the  f am i ly  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  i t s  ro o t  word 
" f a m a l i a " , t h e  Roman term s i g n i f y i n g  th e  t o t a l i t y  of s l a v e s  
belonging to  an i n d i v i d u a l .
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Sacks acknowledges t h a t ,  i n  terms of s p e c i f i c s ,  Engels 
made a numter of  e th n o g ra p h ic  e r r o r s .  However, she a rgues  
t h a t  h i s  main i d e a s  a r e  sound and remain the  b e s t
e x p la n a t io n  c f  the  s h i f t  i n  t h e  s t a t u s  of  women t o  d a t e .
The t h r u s t  of  E n g e l ' s  a n a l y s i s  i s  t h a t  i n i t i a l  power
d i f f e r e n c e s  between men and women became a m p l i f i e d  with the  
growth of  male-owned s c r p l u s  w ea l th .  The more r e s o u r c e s  men 
were a b le  t c  accumulate ,  the more f i rm ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  became 
t h e i r  power t a s e .
Baumgartner e t  a l .  d i s c u s s  s e v e r a l  ways i n  which such 
a p o s i t i v e  ieedback loop can become e s t a b l i s h e d .  S evera l  of  
th e s e  app ly  t c  cur  a n a l y s i s  o f  the  s o l i d i f i c a t i o n  c f  s e x ua l  
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  They p o in t  cu t  t h a t  e c o l o g i c a l  or s o c i a l  
c c n s t r a i n t s  cn em ig ra t io n  or o th e r  withdrawal  a c t io n  by 
s u b o r d in a te s  t y p i c a l l y  r e i n f o r c e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and 
h i e r a r c h i c a l  development (1976:239). While t h e i r
p r o p o s i t io n  i s  e l a b o r a t e d  i n  te rms of th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of
n a t i o n a l  f r o n t i e r s  and boundary c o n t r o l ,  i t  i s  a p p l i c a b l e  to  
our co nce rn s .  Em igra t ion  may be an op t ion  f o r  seme groups 
c f  oppressed  peop les ,  bu t  i t  i s  n o t  an o p t io n  f o r  women. 
The s p e c i e s  cannot  su rv iv e  w i thou t  the  c o e x i s t e n c e  of males 
and fem a le s .  Thus, the  c o n s t r a i n t s  on t h e i r  withdrawal  from 
e x p l o i t a t i v e  s o c i a l  sys tems i s  v i r t u a l l y  com ple te .
O ther  means of am p l i fy in g  power d i f f e r e n t i a l s  in v o lv e
d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n  c o n t r o l .  Baumgartner e t  a l .  w r i t e .
The development cf  ownership r u l e s  and r i g h t s . . .  
s u s t a i n s  c o n t r o l  over s t r a t e g i c  r e s o u r c e s .  An 
e l i t e  A may use what might be an i n i t i a l  power 
advantage  to  s t r e n g th e n  ownership and 
i n h e r i t a n c e  c o n ce p ts  and p r a c t i c e s  which i n  tu rn
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s t r u c t u r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  p ro c e s s e s  a s s u r in g
maintenance and rep ro d u c t io n  of  the  
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  system b e n e f i t i n g  A (1976:228).
The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  the  ownership of  land  and s u r p l u s  
wealth by men was, as Engels  po in ted  o u t ,  a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  
with profound conseguences f o r  the  r e l a t i o n s  between the  
sexes .  The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of i n h e r i t a n c e  r i g h t s  was a 
necessa ry
c o r o l l a r y  to  ownership  and worked t o  p e r p e t u a t e  male 
dominance.
Engels  a s s e r t s  t h a t  i n h e r i t a n c e  r e s u l t e d  i n  a changed 
d e f i n i t i o n  of c h i l d r e n .  I n s t e a d  of  being new members of  the  
group, th ey  became e i t h e r  h e i r s  or s u b o r d in a te  dependent 
workers. This  meant, he c o n te n d s ,  t h a t  women's
r e p r o d u c t iv e ,  l i k e  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i v e ,  l a b o r  underwent a 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  from s o c i a l  to  p r i v a t e .  "People  and p ro p e r ty  
became i n t e r t w i n e d ,  and each  became p a r t  o f  the  d e f i n i t i o n  
of th e  o t h e r "  (Sacks, 1975:217).
Along with th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of p ro p e r ty  and 
i n h e r i t a n c e  r i g h t s  so as to r e s t r i c t  women's a cc ess  to  
r e s o u r c e s ,  o th e r  l e g a l  r i g h t s  were a l s o  l im i t e d  t o  men. 
Women were ba rred  from the i n c r e a s i n g l y  complex p o l i t i c a l  
sphere  and allowed no voice  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d ie s ,  j u r i e s  
and v o t in g  systems.  They were no t  a l lowed to  make b ind ing  
agreements  or  c o n t r a c t s .  In  some s o c i e t i e s  t h e y  were even 
l e g a l l y  conf ined  to  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  of t h e i r  homes.
E s s e n t i a l l y ,  wcmen were reduced  to  the  s t a t u s  of p e r p e t u a l
minors. I f  they were unmarried they  were t h e i r  f a t h e r ’ s
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wards; i f  married  th ey  became f a r t  of t h e i r  h u sb an d 's  
c h a t t e l s  w i thou t  th e  r i g h t  t o  own any r e s o u r c e s  a t  a l l .  A 
woman's very  being  was co ns id e re d  to  be merged i n t o  he r  
h u s b a n d 's .  Moreover, th e  husband was accorded  th e  l e g a l  
t i g h t  to  t e a t  her t o  keep her in  s u b j e c t i o n .  I n  the  United 
S t a t e s ,  f o r  example, w i f e - b e a t in g  was l e g a l  in  most s t a t e s  
u n t i l  t h e  m id-1800 's  (Scanzoni and Scanzoni ,  1976).
Another means by which meta-power i s  used t c  amplify  
power d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i s  through the  m anipula t ion  o f  id eo lo g y .  
Ideology i s  used (a l though not  always c o n c ic u s ly )  t o  
l e g i t i m i z e  b e l i e f s  s t r e s s i n g  su b o r d in a t io n  and th e  r i g h t n e s s  
o f  th e  s t a t u s  guo.
I n  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n  of  r e l a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  and t h e
m a n ip u la t i o n  of  v a lu e  o r i e n t a t i o n s ,  Baum gar tne r ,  B u ck ley ,
and Burns (1975) w r i t e  t h a t  a t r a n s p a r e n t  c a s e  o f  a power
group p ropoga t ing  i d e o l o g i e s  t o  su p p o r t  i t s  domination i s
t h a t  o f  s l a v e r y .  The p r o p c g a t i o n  of t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  male
s u p e r i o r i t y  i s  e g u a l l y  t r a n s p a r e n t .  The f o l l o w i n g  i s  an
e x e r p t  f rom B aum gar tne r ,  Buckley ,  and Burns with  r e f e r e n c e
t c  s l a v e r y .  T h e i r  comments a r e  e g u a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o
m a le - fe m a le  r e l a t i o n s .  The te rm s  " s l a v e  m a s t e r s "  and
" s la v e s "  have been r e p l a c e d  by "men" and "women".
[ M e n ] . . .  s u cceed ed  in i n s t i l l i n g  t h e i r  
p a t e r n a l i s t i c  e t h o s  and v a l u e s  in  t h e  minds and 
b e h a v i o r  of t h e i r  s u b j e c t s .  Using propoganda ,  
law s  and c u s to m s ,  and r i t u a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  
dominance and " c o u r t e s y " ,  t h e y  drummed i n t o  
t h e i r  s u b j e c t s  t h e  c o n c ep t  o f  t h e i r  d ependen t  
b u t  " m u tu a l ly  c o n s i d e r a t e "  t i e s  with t h e i r  [men] 
y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  g e n e r a t i o n  a f t e r  g e n e r a t i o n .
These p a t t e r n s  u l t i m a t e l y  served  both [men] 
and[women], t h e  [m e n 's ]  o b j e c t i v e  t o  s t a b i l i z e  
dominat ion  and th e  [women's]  d e s i r e  f o r
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p r o t e c t i o n  from abuse of  power and 
b r u t a l i z a t i o n . . .  P a te rn a l i sm  undermined th e  
s o l i d a r i t y  o f  th e  [women] by l i n k i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t o  o p p re s s o r s .  The [women] looked to t h e i r  
r u l e r s  r a t h e r  than t c  one a n o t h e r . . . f o r  
p r o t e c t i o n ,  eccncmic a m e n i t i e s ,  and s o l u t i o n s  to  
v a r i o u s  problems r e g u i r i n g  r e s o u r c e s .  By 
a c c e p t in g  th e  e th o s  and va lu es  cf  p a t e r n a l i s m ,  
t h ey  helped to  l e g i t i m i z e  and s t a b i l i z e  c l a s s  
dom inat ion  (1975:56) .
The p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  male dominance has  
been  so p e r v a s i v e  and s u c c e s s f u l  h i s t o r i c a l l y  and
c r o s s - c u l t u r a l l y  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  s t a t u s e s  o f  t h e
s e x e s ,  b a se d  on th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  r e s o u r c e s ,  has  
come t o  be s e e n  a s  • • n a t u r a l ” . In  f a c t ,  an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of
t h e  i d e o l o g y  i s  t h a t  male d o m in a t io n  i s  n a t u r a l .  The
f a m i l y ,  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h e  c h u rc h ,  and now th e  media a l l  
c o n t i n u e  to  p e r p e t u a t e  t h i s  i d e o l o g y  i n  s u b t l e  b u t  e f f e c t i v e  
ways.
D im in ish in g  Sexua l  S t r a t i f i c a t i o n :
C o n t in u e d  M orphogenes is
The p r o c e s s e s  o f  power a m p l i f i c a t i o n  and m ain tenance  
d i s c u s s e d  a to v e  have s e r v e d  t c  expand a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  
i n i t i a l  power d i f f e r e n c e  between men and womer i n t o  a 
r i g i d l y  s t r a t i f i e d  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  (more r i g i d  i n  some 
s o c i e t i e s  t h a n  o t h e r s ) ,  i n  which s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  i s  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  i n  law, cus tom,  and i d e o l o g y .  A t h e o r y  of  
s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  i n c o m p l e t e ,  however ,  i f  i t s  
a n a l y s i s  ends  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  A c e n t r a l  p rem ise  o f  t h e  
sy s tem s  ap p ro a c h  i s  t h a t  s o c i a l  s y s te m s  a r e  dynamic and t h a t  
mcrphogenic  t e n d e n c i e s  a r e  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
Buckley w r i t e s  t h a t  " s o c i a l  s y s t e m s  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d
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p r i m a r i l y  by t h e i r  p r o p e n s i ty  to  change t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e ” 
<1967:31).
Although th o se  in  dominant p o s i t i o n s  a t t e m p t  to  
p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  most advantageous  t o  them, 
t h e r e  a re  a number of mcrphogenic p ro c e s s e s  by which t h e  
s t r u c t u r e s  of  a system may aga in  change and become 
r e o r g a n iz e d .  Eaumgartner e t  a l .  (1976) w r i te  t h a t  a l though  
th e s e  en jo y in g  hegemony t y p i c a l l y  t r y  t o  use t h e i r  
meta-power t o  m ain ta in  the  e x i s i t i n g  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  they  
l a c k  c o n t r o l  over a l l  the  s t r u c t u r i n g  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  a c t  
upon i t .  sc while s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a 
deeply embedded c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of our s o c i a l  system, i t  need 
n o t  be viewed as a permanent one.
Baumgartner e t  a l .  a rgue  t h a t  s h i f t s  in  power 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  may come about  through c o n f l i c t ,  demographic 
changes, t e c h n o lo g i c a l  developments ,  s h i f t s  in  th e  r e l a t i v e  
im portance  of r e s o u r c e s  and c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  and c o a l i t i o n  and 
group fo rm a t io n  (1977:15) .  With i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  a number 
o f  th e se  f a c t o r s  have had mcrphcgenic ccnseguences  f o r  the  
s t r u c t u r e  of male-female  r e l a t i o n .
A number of  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  advances have had an 
unin tended impact  cn r e l a t i o n s  between th e  sexes .  Gough 
(1973) p o i n t s  out  t h a t  au tom at ion  and c y b e rn a t io n  remove 
most of  the heavy work f o r  which women a re  n e t  as  well  
equipped as men. As a r e s u l t  the  r e l a t i v e  importance  of 
b r u t e  s t r e n g t h  as  a c a p a b i l i t y  and as a l a r g e l y  
m a l e - c o n t ro l l e d  r e s o u rc e  has keen d im in ished .
3 2
The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  l a n d ,  a n o th e r  m a l e - c c n t r o l l e d  
r e s o u r c e ,  has  a l s o  d e c l in e d  with i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  The 
i n h e r i t a n c e  of  land  i s  nc longer  the  main means by which 
c l a s s  p o s i t i o n  i s  passed on to  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n .  
E d u ca t io n a l  achievement  has become the  more im p o r tan t  means 
by which s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  i s  ga ined .  a l though  e d u c a t i o n a l  
achievement i s  s t i l l  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  f a t h e r ' s  s o c i a l  
c l a s s ,  i t  i s  a more amorphous v a r i a b l e  than  land  ownership.  
I t  i s  a l s o  an area  in  which wcnen have been a b le  t o  make 
tremendous g a in s .
The d e c l in e  i n  f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s  i s  a development which 
has had profcund ccnseguences .  Improved p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
( in c lu d in g  s a n i t a t i o n ,  n u t r i t i o n ,  and medical  care)  has 
lowered the  i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  which, i n  t u r n ,  which 
r e s u l t e d  i n  fewer c h i l d r e n  needed by a couple  f o r  
rep lacem en t .  The development of  r e l i a b l e  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  has 
al lowed women in  developed c o u n t r i e s  t c  ga in  g r e a t e r  c o n t r o l  
ever  the  number o f  c h i l d r e n  they w i l l  have,  i f  any,  and how 
th ey  w i l l  be spaced .  This  in c re ased  c o n t r o l  over 
r e p r o d u c t io n  has ,  a long  with o th e r  f a c t o r s ,  r e s u l t e d  in  the  
f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  c o u n t r i e s  dropping 
d r a s t i c a l l y .  As a r e s u l t  of t h i s  and th e  i n c r e a s e d  l i f e  
span,  only  a small  p o r t io n  of wemen's l i v e s  need be invo lved  
p r im a r i l y  in  c h i l d b e a r i n g  and c a r i n g .
The m ajo r i ty  of  wemen's e n e r g i e s ,  as a r e s u l t ,  a re  
being d i r e c t e d  toward o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  This  i s  ev idenced 
by the  growing tumber of women e n t e r in g  th e  paid l a b o r
3 3
f o r c e .  I n  1900, only 6% of m arr ied  women worked o u t s i d e  the  
heme. By 1978, t h i s  p ro p o r t io n  had r i s e n  t o  over  50%.
In  a d d i t i o n  to  t e c h n o lo g i c a l  f a c t o r s ,  i d e o l o g i c a l  
f a c t o r s  have had an impact i n  changing the  system of s e x u a l  
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  As Blau (1964) has  p o in ted  c u t ,  th e  
l e g i t i m i z e d  a u t h o r i t y  o f  dominant groups r e s t s  on the 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  and i n t e r n a l i z e d  s o c i a l  norms which a rc  
accep ted  by s u b o r d i n a t e s .  The e x e r c i s e  of meta-power t o  
i n s u r e  t h a t  norms and b e l i e f s  of  female  s u b o r d in a t io n  a re  
i n t e r n a l i z e d  ( through s o c i a l i z a t i o n  by the  f a m i l y ,  s c h o o l s ,  
churches ,  and the media) has  been an im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r  
i n s u r i n g  the  l e g i t im a c y  o f  male dominance.
Blau (1964) a l s o  t a k e s  up the  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  what was 
once c o n se n s u a l  a u t h o r i t y  can become "de- l e g i t i m i z e d " . He 
develops the  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  v a lu e s  se rv in g  to  
l e g i t i m i z e  c e r t a i n  s t r u c t u r e s  can a l s o  c o n ta in  th e  seeds  of  
t h e i r  d e s t r u c t i c n  and r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .
Buckley (1967) con tends  t h a t  " o p p o s i t io n  i d e a l s ” may 
form around accep ted  v a lu es  which a re  u n r e a l i z e d  and 
u n r e a l i z a b l e  under given i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a r ran g em en ts .  In  the  
United S t a t e s  and o th e r  dem ocra t ic  c o u n t r i e s  the  growing 
awareness of women and t h e i r  o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  e x i s t i n g  
s t r u c t u r e  have formed around accep ted  va lues  c f  e g u a l i t y  
" f o r  a l l "  which have not  been r e a l i z e d  f o r  them. In  the  
U .S . ,  f o r  example, th e  f i r s t  f e m i n i s t  wave, th e  s u f f r a g e  
movement, was an outgrowth of  the  a b o l i t i o n i s t  movement. 
Ihe  second wave of  th e  p a s t  decade grew out  of th e  a n t i - w a r
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and c i v i l  r i g h t s  movements of the  1960’s- Women who were 
working to  extend th e  accep ted  v a lu es  of  " l i b e r t y  and 
j u s t i c e  f o r  a l l "  t o  B lac k s ,  i n  both p e r i o d s ,  became aware 
t h a t  t h e s e  va lues  were not extended to  them, as  a g roup ,  
e i t h e r .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e s e  v a lu es  were 
u n r e a l i z a b l e  fo r  wcmen under the  given i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a r rangem ents .
The p ro fe s se d  American va lue  t h a t  a l l  a r e  egual  has 
become an " c p F o s i t i c n  i d e a l "  which p ro v id es  l e g i t im a c y  to  
th e  g u e s t io n in g  o f  th e  e x i s i t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  c f  s e x u a l
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  The ideo logy  of male s u p e r i o r i t y  i s  be ing  
ques t io n e d  frcm t h i s  vantage.  Action i s  being taken  to  
change th e  subsystems which meld our o r i e n t a t i o n s  to  t r u l y  
r e f l e c t  t h e  ideo logy  c f  e g u a l i t y  f c r  a l l .
In c r e a s e d  economic power, c o n t r o l  over  t h e i r
r e p r o d u c t iv e  l i v e s ,  and growing awareness  of oppress io n  have 
a l l  se rved  t c  improve the s t a t u s  c f  women in  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  
c o u n t r i e s .  The r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  women have ga ined ,  while  
r e l a t i v e l y  minimal, do provide  a base  f o r  some r e l a t i o n a l  
c o n t r o l .  As our e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n  of th e  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  of 
male power i l l u s t r a t e d ,  even a small  power d i f f e r e n c e  can 
r e s u l t  i n  g r e a t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  change i n  th e  long run.
How p o s i t i v e  feedback p ro c e s s e s  may i n c r e a s e  the  s t a t u s
of d isadvan taged  groups i s  a l s o  a t o p i c  in c lu d e d  in
Baumgartner e t  a l . ' s  sys tems model of s t r a t i f i c a t i c n .  They 
w r i t e ,
m orphogenes is  o f  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  l i k e l y  t o  
o c c u r  when t h e  meta-pcwer  t c  m a iE ta in  o r  change 
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o r d e r  s h i f t s ,  and th o se
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e n jo y in g  a r e l a t i v e  ga in  in  meta-power have a 
d i f f e r e n t  image or  concep t io n  of an a p p r o p r i a t e  
o r  e f f e c t i v e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  arrangement  
(1977: 13).
The s t r u c t u r i n g  p r o c e s s e s  we have d i s c u s s e d  p r e v io u s ly ,  
r e s u l t i n g  from m a t e r i a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  f o r c e s ,  and human 
a c t io n  ( in c lu d in g  i t s  unin tended conseguences) , c o n t in ue  to  
form and t r an s fo rm  our i n s t i t u t i o n s .  However, now, a t  l e a s t  
in  developed c o u n t r i e s ,  th e  morphogenesis  i s  i n  the
d i r e c t i o n  of a d e - a m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  male power.
C e r t a i n l y ,  even a r e l a t i v e l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  such 
as  th e  U.S. i s  f a r  from t r u e  s e x u a l  e g u a l i t y .  when women
c o l l e g e  g r a d u a te s  e a rn  the  same income, on a v e rag e ,  as male
high s c h o c l  d ro po u ts  (Blumberg, 1978:102),  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  
t h e  amount of r e s t r u c t u r i n g  which must occur  b e fo re  s e x u a l  
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  e l im in a te d  i s  enormous. Although th e  
process  of  growing e g u a l i t y  i s  underway, t h e r e  i s  no rea son  
to  assume t h a t  t h i s  growth w i l l  proceed on i t s  own.
R e l a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  c o n t in u e s  to  be an im p o r ta n t  s t r u c t u r i n g  
f a c t o r .  f o r  example, e f f o r t s  t c  change th e  r u l e s  of the  
game by p a ss in g  the  Egual B igh ts  Amendment have n e t  y e t  been 
s u c c e s s f u l .  B e l a t i c n a l  c o n t r o l  f o r  th e  purpose of  
m ain ta in ing  the  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  c o n t in u e s  t o  be 
e x e r c i s e d .
C onc lus ions  and I m p l i c a t i o n s  of  th e  Model 
The purpose of  t h i s  c h a p te r  has been t o  fo rm u la te  a 
theory  cf  sexua l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  which has a systems 
p e r s p e c t iv e  and the concep t  o f  meta-power as  i t s  fo u n d a t io n .
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The sys tem s model of s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  developed p r i m a r i l y  by 
Tom Baumgartner ,  W alte r  Buckley,  and Tom Burns,  has been 
a p p l i e d  he re  t c  male-female  r e l a t i o n s .  In  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
we do n o t  c la im  to  add to  th e  sum o f  h i s t o r i c a l  or  
e th n o g rap h ic  knowledge. Bather  th e  purpose has been t o  
dem ons tra te  t h e  b rea d th  o f  t h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  framework by 
shewing t h a t  i t  i s  not  l i m i t e d  to  the  a n a l y s i s  o f  c l a s s  
h i e r a r c h i e s  and male power r e l a t i o n s .
The m a c ro so c io lo g ic a l  focus  o f  t h i s  th e o ry  cf  s e x u a l  
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  not  in tended  t c  imply t h a t  the  s t r u c t u r a l  
c o n te x t  e n g u l f s  o r  e n t i r e l y  de te rm ines  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  
p ro c e ss e s  and i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n s .  Nor i s  i t  sugges ted  t h a t  
c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  of i n t e r p e r s o n a l  power a re  a re  i n v a l i d .  
The sys tems approach assumes a d i a l e c t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between s o c i a l  a c t i o n  on th e  m ic r o - l e v e l  and s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e  on the  m a c r o - le v e l .  A n a ly s i s  of how th e s e  l e v e l s  
i n t e r l i n k  i s  the  d i r e c t i o n  in  which th e  sys tems approach to  
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  going (Baumgartner e t  a l . , 197£) and i s  a 
goal  f o r  f u t u r e  e l a b o r a t i o n s  of the  p r e s e n t  model with 
r ega rd  t o  male-female r e l a t i o n s .
A f u t h e r  c b i e c t i v e  h a s  been to  fo rm u la te  a theory  of  
sexua l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  which overcomes the  l i m i t a t i o n s  of 
some e a r l i e r  a t t e m p t s .  This th eo ry  goes beyond th e  
e x p la n a t io n  c f  s p e c i f i c  sex d i f f e r e n c e s  or  i n e q u a l i t i e s  and 
i t  i s  no t  l im i t e d  to  the  s tudy of  i n e q u a l i t y  w i th in  
f a m i l i e s .  I t  t a k e s  b i o l o g i c a l  sex d i f f e r e n c e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t ,  
but  does not  take a b i o l o g i c a l  d e t e r m i n i s t  s t a n c e  with
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reg a rd  t o  t h e  meaning and consequences of  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s .  
The p r e s e n t  model a l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e s  much o f  the  im p o r tan t  
a r t h r o p o l o g i c a l  work which has  t e e n  done to  e x p la in  s e x u a l  
i n e q u a l i t y .  The a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  a n a ly s e s  (see S c h le g e l ,  
1977, f o r  a review of t h e s e ) , a re  e x c e l l e n t  as  f a r  as  the  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a t i o n  of s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  
conce rned .  However, t h e i r  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  a r e ,
g e n e r a l l y ,  n e t  a b s t r a c t  o r  comprehensive enough t c  e x p la in  
th e  ongoing p ro c e s s e s  of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  fo rm a t ion  and 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  which a re  v i t a l l y  im p o r ta n t  i f  the  whole 
system o f  sexua l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  a s  a c o n s t a n t l y  changing 
s t r u c t u r e ,  i s  t c  be more th o ro u gh ly  unders tood-
F u r th e rm c re ,  a s  S c h lege l  (1977) p o i n t s  o u t ,  a n o th e r  
weakness of  th ese  t h e o r i e s  i s  t h a t  they  ig n o re  ideo logy  as 
an im p o r ta n t  e lement  i n  s o c i a l  sys tems.  The systems model 
c f  s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  while  p lac in g  g r e a t e r  emphasis on 
m a t e r i a l  f a c t o r s ,  does not  over look  ideo lo g y  as  an i n f lu e n c e  
on human b eh av io r .  I t  a l s o  fo c u s e s  on a n o th e r  f a c t o r  which 
o th e r  f o r m u la t i o n s  tend to i g n o r e :  human a c t i o n ,  in
p a r t i c u l a r  th e  e x e r c i s e  of meta-power by th e s e  a c t o r s  i n  
c o n t r o l  o f  key r e s o u r c e s .
Another c o n t r i b u t i o n  which th e  p r e s e n t  approach makes 
i s  t h a t  i t  a l low s  us t o  look a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t r u c t u r e  of 
i n e q u a l i t y  in  h i s t o r i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t .  S o c i o l o g i s t s  
have g e n e r a l l y  examined and ana lyzed  sex d i f f e r e n c e s  and 
i n e q u a l i t i e s  without  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e i r  o r i g i n s .  They 
have t h e o r i z e d  abou t  m a r i t a l  i n e q u a l i t y ,  u s u a l l y  w ithout
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r e f l e c t i n g  on the  c u l t u r a l  c o n te x t  o f  m a r r i a g e s ,  iven th o se  
who have taken  c o n te x t  i n t o  account  (Rodman, 1967) have 
rega rded  i t  a s  an im p o r t a n t  e x p la n a to r y  v a r i a b l e  only i n  
n o n - i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  c o u n t r i e s .  The assumption  has been t h a t  
i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  ach ievem ent  o r i e n t e d  norms t a k e  precedence 
over p a t r i a r c h a l  ones i n  developed western  c o u n t r i e s ,  and 
t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  have a n e g l i g i b l e  impact  on m a r i t a l  power.
The model of s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  o u t l i n e d  in  t h i s  
c h a p te r  encompasses the  h i s t o r i c a l  f o r c e s  u nd e r ly in g  c u r r e n t  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  The h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  between 
th e  s e x e s ,  while not  n e c e s s a r i l y  l i m i t i n g  th e  f u t u r e  of  
t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s ,  a r e  of im portance  f o r  unde rs tand in g  them 
p r e s e n t l y .  He have seen t h a t  th e  s t r u c t u r i n g  f o r c e s  which 
were s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  th e  p a s t ,  c o n t in u e  t o  mold our 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  and a l s o  u n d e r l i e  t h e  dynamics of  new 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  forms c o n t i n u a l l y  s t r u g g l i n g  to  emerge 
(Baumgartner e t  a l .  1976:216)..
Because i t  i d e n t i f i e s  f c r c e s  which c o n t i n u a l l y  
s t r u c t u r e  our i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h i s  model can se rv e  as a t o o l  
f o r  t h e  a sse s sm e n t ,  i n i t i a t i o n  and,  u l t i m a t h i s  model can 
se rve  a s  a t o o l  f o r  the  i n i t i a t i o n  as well as assessm ent  of  
changes i n  th e  p a t t e r n  of male-female r e l a t i o n s .  P a r t i c u l a r  
a t t e n t i o n  has been paid  t c  human a c t i o n  as  a s t r u c t u r i n g  
f o r c e .  The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  r e l a t i o n a l  c c n t r c l  i n  the  
development of s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  has  been i l l u s t r a t e d .  
The i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  human a c t i c n  can a l s o  be o r i e n t e d  
toward th e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  Indeed ,  t h i s  i s
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j u s t  what i s  happening c u r r e n t l y .  L eg a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and 
economic p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  t e a r  d i r e c t l y  on i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  
i n e g u a l i t y .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  change t h a t  
s t r u c t u r e d  i n e g u a l i t y .
F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  model of s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  h e lp s  t o  
put  th e  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  d i s c u s se d  i n  l a t e r  c h a p t e r s ,  
i n t o  c o n t e x t .  He beg in  t h e  e m p i r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  with a more 
thorough unde rs tan d in g  of the  major v a r i a b l e  o f  the  s tu d y  -  
th e  s t a t u s  of wcmen. In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h i s  model i s  u s e fu l  in  
e l u c i d a t i n g  m ac ro - le v e l ,  s t r u c t u r a l  i n e g u a l i t y .  In  l a t e r  
c h a p t e r s ,  we w i l l  see  how f a c t o r s  a t  t h i s  s y s t e m - le v e l  
impact  upon r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a t  the  m ic r o - l e v e l .
CHAPTEE I I I
SEXUAL INEQUALITY AND WITE-BEATING:
THE RESEABCH ISSUES
WithiE th e  p a s t  decade t h e o r e t i c a l  fo r m u la t io n s  and 
e m p i r i c a l  ev idence  re g a rd in g  wife abuse have p r o l i f e r a t e d .  
At f i r s t ,  t h e  approach to  f a m i ly  v io le n c e  tended  t o  be 
i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r i e n t e d .  Wife and c h i ld  abuse were seen  as  
abnormal and growing out of some p e rs o n a l  pa thology (see 
G e l le s ,  1973 and G i l ,  1973 f o r  c r i t i g u e s  of t h i s  
p e r s p e c t i v e ) . The focus  on the  i n d i v i d u a l  has a l s o  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  some of  th e  c o u n s e l l i n g  provided to  b a t t e r e d  
women. Here,  though, th e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  has not  been so much 
on the h u sb a n d 's  "pa tho logy"  a s  on how th e  w i f e ' s  b e h av io r  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  her  a s s a u l t  and how i t  might be changed to  
p reven t  f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s  (Dobash and Dobash, 1977).
These approaches  a re  now g iv in g  way to  a more 
s o c i o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  which ho lds  t h a t  i n t r a f a m i l y  
v io le n ce  i s  a common and c u l t u r a l l y  approved p a r t  of f am i ly  
l i f e  i n  most s o c i e t i e s  and American s o c i e t y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
(G e l le s  and S t r a u s ,  1977).
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Marsden (1978) su g g e s t s  t h a t  s o c i o l o g i s t s  a r e  so 
preoccupied  Kith th e  "workings cf  wider s o c i e t y  and th e  
normal" t h a t  they  have been h in d e re d  from paying a t t e n t i o n  
to  f am i ly  v i o l e n c e .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of 
t h i s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  to  fam ily  v io le n c e  has done
much to  i n c r e a s e  our  und e rs tand in g  of i t .  S oc ia l  and 
c u l t u r a l  d e te rm in a n ts  and conseguences o f  f am i ly  v io le n c e  
a re  t h e  focus  of a growing hcdy of r e s e a r c h .  The impact  of  
such f a c t o r s  as s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  i n t e g r a t i o n '  i n to  k in
n e tw o rk ,p e r so n a l  r e s o u r c e s  and a t t i t u d e s ,  and p a r e n t a l  r o l e  
models have been and c o n t in u e  to  be i s s u e s  f o r
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .
Sexual  E q u a l i t y  and D ec re a s in g  o r  I n c r e a s i n g  V io le n c e?
The growing fo c u s  on s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  d e te rm in a n ts  
o f  fam i ly  v i o l e n c e ,  in combination with th e  e f f o r t s  of 
f e m i n i s t s ,  has  r e s u l t e d  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  a t t e n t i o n  being paid
to  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between se x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  and 
w i f e - b e a t in g .  This  r e l a t i o n s h i p  has been c o n s id e re d  in  
h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  by a number of a u th o r s  (Dobash and 
Dobash, 1977; M art in ,  1976), who p o in t  o u t  t h a t  wife abuse 
i s  not  a new s o c i a l  problem. In  t h e i r  a n a ly s e s  th e se  
au th o rs  d i s c u s s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  women as 
p ro pe r ty  and o f f e r  h o r r o r  s t o r i e s  cf t h e i r  abuse through the  
c e n t u r i e s  and a c r o s s  c u t u r e s .  The r i g h t  to  p h y s i c a l l y  
c h a s t i s e  o n e ' s  wife  i s  regarded  as p a r t  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
fou n d a t io n  of p a t r i a r c h y  w i th in  th e  fam ily  and in  s o c i e ty  a t  
l a r g e .  The a u th o r s  su g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  r i g h t  v a r i e s  with the
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s t a t u s  o f  women. For example, in  most i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  
where t h e  s t a t u s  cf women i s  r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h ,  w i f e - b e a t i n g  
i s  no lo n g e r  l e g a l  (a l though i t  may s t i l l  be condoned by th e  
l e g a l  sys tem)* N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  a r e  no da ta  as  to  
changes i n  th e  a c t u a l  in c id e n c e  o f  w i f e - b e a t in g  ever  t im e .
So, while  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n a ly s e s  su gg es t  l i n k s  between the
s t a t u s  of  women and l e v e l s  of wife abuse ,  they  o f f e r  l i t t l e  
c o n c lu s iv e  ev id en ce .
The c u r r e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  s t a t u s  of women
and w i f e - b e a t i n g  has been the  s u b j e c t  of some d e b a te .  I t
has been r e a d i l y  assumed by many a u th o r s  t h a t  a r e d u c t io n  in
se x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  wculd serve  to  reduce  v io le n c e  a g a i n s t
wives. Schuy ler  co n tends  t h a t
head ing  t h e  l i s t  of c u l t u r a l  v a r i a b l e s  
a cc o u n t in g  f o r  th e  phenomenon of wife abuse i s  
th e  t r a d i t i o n  c f  male s u b j e c t i o n  of fem ales
(1976:489) .
She a rgues  t h a t  th e  r e d u c t io n  of s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  w i l l
lewer t h e  in c id e n c e  of c o n ju g a l  v io le n ce  by making i t  l e s s  
s o c i a l l y  a c c e p ta b le  and more l i k e l y  to  come to  the  a t t e n t i o n  
of  the  a u t h o r i t i e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  a s  the  s t a t u s  c f  women in  
s o c i e t y  improves,  wives have more o p t io n s  and g r e a t e r  
freedom t c  leave  ab u s iv e  husbands.
Pogrebin  (1974) t a k e s  the  same p o s i t i o n  as  Schuy ler .  
She m a in ta in s  t h a t  many women have been " t i e d  t c  a v i o l e n t  
man by economic d e p e n d e n c y . . . 11 She blames t h i s  dependency on 
the  i n a b i l i t y  of women t o  o b ta in  egual  wages, advancements,  
and e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i th in  a s e x i s t  s o c i e t y .
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The q u e s t io n  o f  e q u a l i t y  and m a r i t a l  a s s a u l t  has a l s o
t e e n  t a k e r  up by S t r a u s  in  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Sexual
I n e q u a l i t y ,  C u l t u r a l  Norms, and Wife-Beating" (1S76). In
t h i s  p iece  he b e g in s  t o  show t h a t  w i f e - b e a t in g  i s  not  a
pe rso n a l  abnorm a l i ty  t u t  r a t h e r  has i t s  r o o t s  i n  the
c u l t u r a l  norms and s e x i s t  o r g a n iz a t i o n  of  s o c i e t y  and th e
fam i ly .  S t r a u s  su g g e s t s  t h a t  one way to  reduce  the  amount
of f o r c e  n e c e s sa ry  to  m ain ta in  a v a ib l e  p a t t e r n  of fam i ly
l i f e  i s  t o  reduce  th e  degree  of i n e g u a l i t y  between th e
se x es .  He w r i t e s  t h a t
t h e  g o a l s  of  th e  women’ s l i b e r a t i o n  movement a re  
c e n te r e d  on e l i m i n a t i n g . . . v io le n c e  producing 
i n e q u a l i t i e s . . .  Since t h e s e  a re  fundamental  
f a c t o r s  a c c o u n t in g  f o r  the  high l e v e l  of  
p h y s i c a l  a s s a u l t s  cn women by t h e i r  husbands ,  i t  
i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  achievement o f  th e  g o a ls  o f  
t h e  f e n i r i s t  movement i s  t rem endous ly  im p o r tan t  
f o r  any r e d u c t io n  i n  th e  l e v e l  o f  m a r i t a l  
v i c t i m i z a t i o n  (1576:555).
On th e  b a s i s  of  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  to  t h i s  p o in t  i t  would 
seem t h a t  s e xu a l  e q u a l i t y  and m a r i t a l  v io le n ce  a re
n e g a t iv e l y  r e l a t e d .  As wider e d u c a t i o n a l  and economic
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  g r e a t e r  l e g a l  r i g h t s ,  and more e g a l i t a r i a n  
norms tak e  h e ld ,  we would expec t  fewer women t o  f e e l
" t rap p ed "  in  v i o l e n t  m ar r iages  and l e s s  l i k e l y  to s t a y  i n  
them. G r e a t e r  s e x u a l  e q u a l i t y  co u ld ,  in  t h i s  way, be 
r e l a t e d  t o  decreased  l e v e l s  of  wife abuse .
However, t h e re  a re  a l s o  p e r s u a s iv e  arguments which 
sugges t  t h a t  v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives may i n c r e a s e  a s  the  
g e n e ra l  s t a t u s  cf  women improves. I t  may be t h a t  where th e  
s t a t u s  of  women i s  lo w e s t ,  women a re  more l i k e l y  t c  t o l e r a t e
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t h e i r  s u b o r d i n a te  p o s i t i o n .  Acceptance of  a male dominant 
ideology and r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  l i m i t e d  o p t io n s  by wives may 
l e s s e n  t h e  need f o r  husbands t c  main tain  c o n t r o l  through 
v io le n c e .  Where women's s u b o r d in a t io n  i s  g u e s t io n e d  and 
more a l t e r n a t i v e s  t c  m arr iage  a re  a v a i l a b l e ,  c o n f l i c t s  and 
v io le n c e  between spouses  may be g r e a t e r .
T oby 's  (1974) t r e a te m e n t  of th e  "compulsive 
m a s c u l in i ty "  th e o ry  of v io le n c e  i s  r e l e v a n t  h e re .  He 
su g g e s t s  t h a t  cne cause  o f  v io le n c e  in  males i s  the  d e s i r e  
t c  prove t h e i r  m a s c u l in i t y .  Toby a rgues  t h a t  v io le n c e  as an 
e x p re s s io n  of m a s c u l in i ty  w i l l  he h ig h e s t  where men canno t  
prove t h e i r  m a s c u l in i ty  sy m b o l ic a l ly  ( fo r  example , by being  
th e  primary wage-earner  and having a u t h o r i t y  over  o t h e r s  
bo th  w i th in  the  f a m i ly  and a t  work). I t  may be ,  then ,  t h a t  
as  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  symbols of m a s c u l in i t y  d im in i sh  and the  
s t a t u s  o f  women i n c r e a s e s ,  males may tu r n  to  v io le n c e  to  
a s s u re  th em se lv e s  and o t h e r s  c f  t h e i r  m a s c u l in i ty .
W hitehu rs t  (1974) and Marsden (1978) c o n s id e r  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  cf  more v io le n c e  as s o c i e t y  becomes more 
e g a l i t a r i a n  from a somewhat d i f f e r e n t  a n g le .  Rather  than  
simply r e g a r d in g  v io le n c e  a s  a symbol of  m a s c u l in i t y ,  they  
focus  on the  i s s u e  of c o n t r o l .  Changes such as g r e a t e r  
l e g a l  r i g h t s ,  economic o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  and p h y s i c a l  m o b i l i ty  
a re  seen as  c r e a t i n g  s t r a i n  and f r u s t r a t i o n  f o r  males 
a t t e m p t in g  to  r e t a i n  t h e i r  dominant p o s i t i o n .  V iolence  
a g a i n s t  wives may be a r esponse  to  moves by women to  
g u e s t io n  and reduce  t t e  degree  of s e xu a l  dom ina t ion .  I t  may
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be a means by which males a t t em p t  t o  ma i n t ai n  c c n t r o l .
S te inm etz  and S t r a u s  comment on W h i t e h u r s t ' s  a n a l y s i s .
They w r i t e  t h a t  i f  i t  i s  c o r r e c t
i t  w i l l  not  be u n t i l  a g e n e r a t i o n  of men and 
women r e a re d  under e g a l i t a r i a n  c o n d i t i o n s  and 
s u b s c r i b i n g  t c  e g u a l i t a r i a n  r a t h e r  than 
m a l e - s u p e r i o r i t y  norms t a k e s  over  t h a t  we can 
e x p e c t  t c  see  a r e d u c t io n  in  v i o l e n t  e n co un te rs  - 
between spouses .  In  th e  meantime, t h e  c o n f l i c t  
between t h e  emerging e g u a l i t a r i a n  s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e  and th e  c o n t in u in g  male s u p e r i o r i t y  
norms s i l l  t en d  to  i n c r e a s e  r a t h e r  th an  decrease  
c o n f l i c t  and v io le n c e  between husbands and wives 
(1974 :76) .
How i n c r e a s i n g  se xu a l  e g u a l i t y  a f f e c t s  r a t e s  of 
w i fe -b e a t in g  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  c l e a r .  Both s i d e s  c f  the  debate  
c f f e r  s t r c n g  arguements a s  to  what th e  e f f e c t s  cn fam ily  
v io le n ce  a re  and w i l l  be. I t  may b e ,  as  S t r a u s  s u g g e s t s ,  
t h a t  th e  l c n g - ru n  conseguences may be to  l e s s e n  the  
f reguency  of wife abuse .  B ut ,  the  s h o r t - r u n  impact may be 
t h e  o p p o s i te  because a s i z e a b l e  number of men w i l l  not  
e a s i l y  g iv e  up t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  dominant r o l e s  (1976:556).
M a r i t a l  I n e q u a l i t y  and Violence:  The Research I s s u e s
P l a u s i b l e  as  t h e  above arguments a s  to  th e  impact o f  
i n e g u a l i t y  a r e ,  they  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  s p e c u a l t i o n .  The 
d i s c u s s io n  has no b a s i s  i n  e m p i r i c a l  ev id e n ce ,  t u t  r a t h e r  
proceeds from a number of assum pt ions .  The only r e s e a r c h  
which has c o n s id e re d  the connec t ion  between sexua l  
i n e g u a l i t y  and w i f e - b e a t in g  has focused  n o t  on s t r u c t u r e d  
i n e g u a l i t y  on the  s o c i e t a l  l e v e l ,  but  on i n e g u a l i t y  and th e  
ba lance  o f  power w i th in  th e  f a m i ly .
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E m pir ica l  r e s e a r c h  has been conducted to  t e s t  the  
Ult im ate  Resource Theory o f  fam ily  v io le n c e .  This th e o ry  
ho lds  t h a t  v io le n c e  may be used by husbands a s  a f i n a l  
reso u rce  to  main ta in  c o n t r o l  when o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  a re  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  or l a c k in g  (Goode, 1971). The under ly ing  
assumption of t h i s  th e o ry  i s  t h a t  i n  a c h ie v e m e n t - o r i e n te d ,  
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  such as th e  United S t a t e s ,  the  
t r a d i t i o n a l  norms l e g i t i m i z i n g  male s u p e r i o r i t y  a re  
in a d e g u a te  as  a s o l e  b a s i s  cf power. The premise i s  t h a t ,  
under e g a l i t a r i a n  norms, husbands dominate f a m i ly  
dec is ion -m ak ing  because  th ey  posess  c e r t a i n  m a t e r i a l  goods 
or p e r s o n a l  a t t r i b u t e s  which l e g i t i m i z e  t h e i r  power i n  the  
eyes  o f  t h e i r  wives. I t  i s  p o s t u l a t e d  t h a t  when husbands 
f e e l  e n t i t l e d  to  dominate,  yet lack  the  r e s o u r c e s  t o  do so 
• • l e g i t i m a t e l y " , they  w i l l  tu rn  to  v io len ce  as th e  u l t i m a t e  
r e s o u rc e .
Al len  and S t r a u s  (1980) and T i t t e r u d  and S t r a u s  (1980) 
have t e s t e d  th e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  of th e  U l t im a te  Resource Theory 
and found l im i t e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  i t .  Both s t u d i e s  found t h a t  
male power was a s s o c i a t e d  with v io le n c e  only  when th e  
husband lacked  o t h e r  v a l i d a t i n g  r e s o u r c e s .  This  f i n d in g  
he ld  only f o r  working c l a s s  f a m i l i e s ,  however. Allen and 
S t r a u s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  does not  hold  in  
middle c l a s s  f a m i l i e s  f o r  two p o s s ib l e  r e a s o n s .  T i r s t ,  few 
middle c l a s s  husbands a t tem pt  t c  c la im  t r a d i t i o n a l  male 
a u t h o r i t y  because of  an e g a l i t a r i a n  id e o lo g y .  Second, and 
mere p l a u s i b l e ,  the  use  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  v io le n c e  i s  l e s s
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l e g i t i m a t e  and t h e r e f o r e  more c o s t l y  i n  the  middle c l a s s ,  
and t h a t  t h i s  nay r e s t r i c t  i t s  use .
While t h i s  r e s e a r c h  does p rov ide  seme v a lu a b le  ev idence  
on the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between male dominance and v i o l e n c e ,  i t s  
r e l e v a n c e  to  cur  e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  l i m i t e d .  I t s  major 
shortcoming i s  common to  a l l  a n a ly s e s  which c o n s id e r  
male-female power and i n e g u a l i t y  w i th in  th e  c o n f i n e s  o f  th e  
fam ily  u n i t .  The l a r g e r  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  c o n te x t  w i th in  
which fam i ly  power r e l a t i o n s  a r e  played o u t  i s  d ism issed  too 
e a s i l y .  The n o t ion  t h a t  p a t r i a r c h a l  norms have,  to  a l a r g e  
degree,  been r ep la ce d  by e g a l i t a r i a n  ones i s  a ccep ted  too 
r e a d i l y .  The i n e g u i t a b l e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  from which 
husbands d e r iv e  t h e i r  power l e g i t i m i z i n g  r e s o u r c e s  i s  not  
taken  i n t o  accoun t .  G i l l e s p i e ' s  (1971) c r i t i g u e  o f . f a m i l y  
power r e s e a r c h ,  d i s c u s se d  i n  Chapter  I I ,  i s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  
th e  U l t im a te  Resource Theory as  w e l l .  Her c r i t i c i s m s  a re  
c o n s i s t e n t  with the  c e n t r a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  sys tems model 
of  i n e q u a l i t y  and s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  That  i s ,  t h a t  a l a r g e  and 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  mere im p o r ta n t  e x e r c i s e  of  power o c c u r s  on the
m acro - lev e l  and melds th e  s t r u c t u r e  w i th in  which
i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  occur .
S exua l  I n e q u a l i t y  and V io le n c e :  & M u l t i - L e v e l  An a l y s i s
The importance  o f  examining i n e q u a l i t y  on th e
i n t e r p e r s o n a l  l e v e l  i s  not  denied h e re .  However, the
c e n t r a l  argument i s ,  to  r e i t e r a t e ,  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e d  s o c i a l  
i n e q u a l i t y  must be taken  i n t o  account  e m p i r i c a l l y  a t  some 
p o in t .  A number of  w r i t e r s  in  th e  f i e l d  of fam i ly  v io le n c e
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have urged such an approach t o  u n ders tand ing  wife abuse.
Marsden argues  t h a t  " the  whole fo cu s  of  r e s e a r c h  should
s h i f t  away from v i o l e n t  a c t s  t c  look a t  a l l  the
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o r c e s  which d e f in e  the  s t a t u s  of women”
11978:116).  Be m a in ta in s  t h a t
w i f e - b e a t i n g . . . i s  a complex problem t h a t
i n v o lv e s  much more than  the  a c t  i t s e l f  c r  th e  
p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  between a husband and a 
w i fe .  I t  has  i t s  r o o t s  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  
toward women, the  i n s t i t u t i o n  of  m ar r iag e ,  t h e  
economy, t h e  i n t r i c a c i e s  of  c r i m in a l  and c i v i l  
law ,  and the  d e l i v e r y  system o f  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  
a g e n c ie s  (1 9 7 6 :x v i ) .
Ihe Dobashes ccncur  t h a t  we need t o  go beyond r e s e a r c h  which
focuses  so le y  cn i n d i v i d u a l s  and coup les  involved  in  v i o l e n t
m arr iages  and seek e x p la n a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  f i r m ly  embedded in
a wider s o c i o - h i s t o r i c a l  c o n te x t  (1977:435).
I t  i s  th e  c e n t r a l  o b j e c t i v e  of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  t o  do 
e x a c t l y  t h a t .  In t h i s  s tudy  th e  l i n k  between the  s t a t u s  of 
women on the  m acro - leve l  and w i f e - b e a t in g ,  an i s s u e  which 
has  been debated a t  seme l e n g t h ,  i s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  
em pir ica l ly . .  F u r t h e r ,  how th e  c o n te x t  of s t r u c t u r e d  s e x u a l  
i n e g u a l i t y  impacts  upon the power r e l a t i o n s  and l e v e l  of 
v io lence  in  i n d i v i d u a l  coup le s  i s  c o n s id e re d .
Our t h e o r e t i c a l  approach f o r  examining th e s e  
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with th e  systems 
p e r s p e c t iv e  o u t l i n e d  in  Chapter  I I .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  the  
framework used here  i s  a l i m i t e d  v e rs io n  o f  th e  m u l t i - l e v e l  
model of s o c i a l  systems s e t  f o r t h  by Baumgartner,  Burns,  and 
EeV il le  in  "A c to rs ,  Games, and Systems : th e  D i a l e c t i c s  of
S o c ia l  Action and System S t r u c t u r i n g "  (1979).  Ihey w r i te
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t h a t
s t r u c t u r e - l e v e l  f a c t o r s  s h a p e . . . t h e
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and c o n s t r a i n t s ,  i n c e n t i v e s  and 
meanings w i th in  which s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y . . . a s  
unders tood  in  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  a n a l y s i s ,  
t a k e s  p lace .  Cur approach e n t a i l s  s p e c i f y in g  
t h e  h ig h e r  c rd e r  s t r u c t u r i n g  p ro c e ss e s  and 
v a r i a b l e s . . . and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t c  lower l e v e l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and p ro ce sse s  in  a s o c i a l  
s y s t e m . . . I n  o th e r  words, we t r y  to  fo rm u la te  a 
m u l t i - l e v e l  model cs  s o c i a l  system s t a b i l i t y  and 
change (1979:32).
This  m u l t i - l e v e l  mcdel c o n c e p tu a l i z e s  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between human a c t o r s  and the  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  world as  a 
d i a l e c t i c a l  cne. i n s t i t u t i o n s  which may appear  o b j e c t i v e  
and overwhelming a re  humanly produced and open t c  f r e q u e n t  
r e a p p r a i s a l  and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  C o n c u r re n t ly ,  the  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  s t r u c t u r e  i n t e r a c t i o n  p a t t e r n s  and s o c i a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  To th e  degree t h a t  they  shape a c t i o n  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and ccnseguences ,  they  become an im persona l  
power -  much l i k e  t h e  n a t u r a l  environment -  a l though  they
have been c r e a t e d  and are  main tained  through human a c t i v i t y
(1979:46) .
Baumgartner ,  Burns ,  and DeVille  su g g e s t  t h a t  c o n te x tu a l
a n a l y s i s  i s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  approach f o r  an a ly z in g  such
m u l t i - l e v e l  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s ,  in  which r e l a t i o n s  between
f a c t o r s  can be ex pec ted  t o  change from one c o n te x t  to
an o th e r -  They w r i t e  t h a t
on th e  b a s i s  of such an approach ,  one i s
i n t e r e s t e d  n o t  on ly  i n  p r o p o s i t i o n s  such as 
'when X, then  X' b u t  in  s t a t i n g  and u t i l i z i n g  
p r o p o s i t i o n s  such as  t h e  f o l lo w in g :  'b e c a u se  of
t h e  o p e r a t io n  cf  a s t r u c t u r i n g . , . .  sys tem ,
p r o c e s s ,  or  v a r i a b l e  Z -  which may i t s e l f  depend 
on th e  p ro c e s s e s  w i th in  the  system -  th e
r e l a t i o n s h i p  X/Y can be expected  t c  be 
m ain ta ined  o r  t c  be changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n
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such and such a way o r  to  van ish  a l t o g e t h e r  
(1979:48) .
While Baumgartner e t  a l . ' s  comments a re  a u se fu l  g u id e ,  
t h e i r  work dees not  p rov ide  an adegua te  m ethodo log ica l  model 
f o r  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  because  i t  remains on the  l e v e l  of
q u a l i t a t i v e  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n a l y s i s .  They do n o t  e l a b o r a t e  on 
a s p e c i f i c  methodology a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  q u a n t i t a t i v e  
r e s e a r c h .
In  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h ,  s t r u c t u r e d  s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  
i s  viewed a s  the  c c n t e x t u a l  v a r i a b l e  which may a f f e c t  the  
amount o f  v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives d i r e c t l y  o r  th rough  
i n t e r a c t i o n  with th e  form of  i n e g u a l i t y  w i th in  p a r t i c u l a r  
m ar r iag es .  The fo c u s  i s  on the  e f f e c t  of m acro - leve l  
s t r u c t u r e  on m ic r o - l e v e l  r e l a t i o n s .  The emphasis on t h i s  
e f f e c t  i s  not  meant t c  imply t h a t  m ic rc -p ro c e s se s  do not  
have a r e c i p r o c a l  e f f e c t  on m a c r o - s t r u c t u r e s .  That  t h e r e  i s  
a d i a l e c t i c  between t h e s e  l e v e l s  i s  a b a s i c  premise of
systems a n a l y s i s .  The major l i m i t a t i o n  of  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  
t h a t  i t  i s  unable  t c  c a p tu re  th e  feedback  p ro c e ss e s  of
s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and s o c i a l  a c t i o n  as  they  a f f e c t  and
c o n t i n u a l l y  change one a n o th e r .  Due t o  th e  n a tu r e  of the  
a v a i l a b l e  d a t a ,  our  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  have t o  be con f ined  to  
only h a l f  of  t h i s  d i a l e c t i c .
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Systems Approach.  S t r u c t u r a l  Model:
P rev iou s Form ula t ions
While th e  m u l t i - l e v e l  model used here  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  
with th e  sys tems p e r s p e c t iv e  d i s c u sse d  so f a r ,  i t  i s  
im p o r tan t  to i n d i c a t e  how t h i s  approach i s  d i f f e r e n t  from 
o th e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  c f  g e n e r a l  systems th e o ry  to the  f a m i ly  
in  g e n e r a l  and fam ily  v io le n ce  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  The main 
d i f f e r e n c e  has t o  do with l e v e l  of a n a l y s i s .  P rev io u s  
a n a ly s e s  have taken  t h e  fam i ly  as  the  system with members as 
u n i t s  and community as environment (Broderick and Smith, 
1979:114) Such systems a n a ly se s  of  the  fam i ly  have been 
concerned with i s s u e s  such as  boundary maintenance (Kantor 
and l e h r ,  1975) , f am i ly  r u l e s  of t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i (Jackson,  
1967), and communication and c o n t r o l  (Watzlawick e t  a l . ,  
1967).
Systems th eo ry  has  been a p p l i e d  t c  fam ily  v i c l e n c e  to  
d e s c r ib e  the  c y b e r n e t i c  and mcrphogenic p ro ce sse s  which 
c h a r a c t e r i z e  the  use c f  v io le n ce  in  fam ily  i n t e r a c t i o n .  
Violence i s  t r e a t e d  as a system o u tpu t  and feedback 
p ro cesses  which serve  to  s p i r a l  v i c l e n c e  o r  t o  m a in ta in  o r  
dampen given  l e v e l s  of v i c l e n c e  a r e  s p e c i f i e d  (S t r a u s ,  1973; 
G i le s -S im s ,  1979).
This  systems p e r s p e c t iv e  f o r  u n d e rs tand in g  v i o l e n t  
i n t e r a c t i o n  with in  th e  fam i ly  u n i t  i s  q u i t e  v a lu a b le .  Thus 
f a r ,  though ,  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  of systems theory  has been 
u n n e c e s s a r i l y  narrow. G e l le s  and S t r a u s  (1979), i n  t h e i r  
review c h a p te r  on t h e o r i e s  of fam ily  v i o le n c e ,  conclude t h a t
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t i e  key c o n t r i b u t i o n  of  systems th eo ry  i s  t h a t  i t  e x p la in s
the  nay in  which v io le n c e  i s  m ain ta ined  and s t a b i l i z e d .
There i s  no need t o  l i m i t  i t s  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  t o  t h i s  i s s u e .
The p r e s e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a sytems p e r s p e c t iv e  to  th e  
fam ily  and the  v io le n c e  w i th in  i t  i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  in  t h a t  i t  
fo c u s e s  on th e  fam ily  as a sub-system w i th in  th e  l a r g e r  
s o c i a l  sys tem .  A t t e n t i o n  i s  d i r e c t e d  toward the  e f f e c t  of 
l a r g e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a rrangem ents  on th e  f a m i ly ,  r a t h e r  than  
cn th e  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i th in  the  fam i ly  u n i t .  I n  t h i s  s tudy  we 
a re  merely s p e c i f y in g  a l e v e l  o f  a n a l y s i s  which i s  d i f f e r e n t  
from t h a t  of  p rev io u s  s t u d i e s .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  i s  room 
with in  a systems approach to  fam ily  v io le n c e  f o r  a n a l y s i s  a t  
many l e v e l s  of  the  s t r a t a  h i e r a r c h y .
In  t h a t  the  m u l t i - l e v e l  model of i n e g u a l i t y  and
v io le n c e  used here  i s  a s t r u c t u r a l  ( r a t h e r  than  p ro ce ssu a l )
cne,  a d i s t i n c t i o n  must a l s o  be made between t h i s  approach 
and th e  " s t r u c t u r a l  th eo ry  of v io le n c e "  e l a b o r a t e d  by G e l le s  
(1974) .
S o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  can be d e f ined  as " th e  p a t t e r n s
d i s c e r n i b l e  in  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  the  r e g u l a r i t i e s  observed ,  the
c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  d e te c t e d "  (Blau, 1975:3) .  The theme of the
1974 American S o c i o lo g i c a l  A s so c ia t io n  meeting was "Focus on
S o c ia l  S t r u c t u r e " .  E x p l i c a t i n g  t h e  theme, t h e  m e e t in g ' s
program s t a t e d
whatever  t h e  s p e c i f i c  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  the  
s t r u c t u r a l  approach i s  designed to  e x p l a i n ,  not  
t h e  behav io r  of  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  bu t  the  s t r u c t u r e  
of  r e l a t i o n s  among groups and i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  
f i n d  e x p re s s io n  in  t h i s  behav io r  (in Elau,  
1 97 5 :2 ) .
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The an tho logy  e n t i t l e d  Approaches t o  th e  Study of  
S o c ia l  S t r u c t u r e  (1975) i s  r e p l e t e  with widely d i f f e r i n g  
views of s t r u c t c r a l  t h e o r y .  For example, Lenski adopts  a 
lo n g - ra n g e ,  m ac ro so c ic lo g ic a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  of p a t t e r n s  t h a t  
u n d e r l i e  th e  e n t i r e  sweep of human h i s t o r y .  Hcmans, in  
c o n t r a s t ,  fo c u s e s  on th e  e lem en ta ry  s o c i a l  t e h a v io r  of 
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  r e l a t i o n s  and on the group 
s t r u c t u r e s  t o  which i t  g iv e s  r i s e  (1975:4) .  The p e r s p e c t iv e s  
of th e  o t h e r  t h e o r i s t s  inc lud ed  in  the  c o l l e c t i o n  f a l l  
somewhere between th e s e  ex trem es .
Given th e  b rea d th  cf  th e  concept  of s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  
and t h e  g e n e r a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  approaches  which have been 
a p p l i e d  t o  i t ,  G e l le s  and S t r a u s ' s  (1979) view o f  the  
" s t r u c t u r a l  theo ry  of  v io le n c e "  i s  s u r p r i s i n g l y  r e s t r i c t e d .  
According to  t h e i r  view c f  th e  t h e o r y ,  i t  e x p la in s  why 
d i f f e r e n t  s e c t o r s  cf  s o c i e t y  or  d i f f e r e n t  f a m i l i e s  a r e  more 
v i o l e n t  th an  e th e r s  : because they  combine high s t r e s s  with
lew r e s o u r c e s .
As with th e  sys tems approach to  fam ily  v i o le n c e ,  t h e r e  
i s  no i n h e r e n t  reason  t c  l i m i t  s t r u c t u r a l  a n a l y s i s  to such a 
narrow i s s u e .  This  p a r t i c u l a r  e x p la n a t io n  i s  on ly  one o f  
many which can grow cu t  of a fo cu s  on s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s .  
This  r e s e a r c h ,  which seeks  e x p la n a t io n s  of  t h e  impact  o f  the  
s e x i s t  s t r u c t u r e  of s o c i e t y  on w i f e - b e a t i n g ,  might be 
regarded  as p a r t  of a " s t r u c t u r a l  th eo ry  of v io le n c e " .  I t s  
r e l e v an c e  to  such a th e o ry  would cn ly  be p o s s ib l e  i f  the  
theory  were expanded t c  in c lu d e  a number o f  s t r u c t u r a l
f a c t o r s ,  r a t h e r  th an  th e  c o n s t r i c t e d  range taken  i n t o  
account  by G e l le s  (1974).
Sexual I n e q u a l i t y .  M a r i t a l  I n e q u a l i t y ,  and W ife-Eeat ing  ±
The Besearch Quest ions
The review of l i t e r a t u r e  has sugges ted  a number of  ways 
i n  which the  s t a t u s  of  women cn the  s o c i e t a l  l e v e l ,
i n e g u a l i t y  with in  m arr iage ,  and w i f e - b e a t in g  may be 
i n t e r r e l a t e d .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  has  been posed t h a t  
i n c r e a s in g  e g u a l i t y  may r e s u l t  in  i n c r e a s e d  v io le n c e  in  the  
s h o r t - r u n ,  b u t  may se rve  t c  decrease  i t  in  the  l o n g - ru n .  
I h i s  may, e v e n t u a l l y ,  be the  c a s e .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  t h i s  
s tudy  canno t  add ress  t h i s  i s s u e .  Our a n a l y s i s  i s ,  by
n e c e s s i t y ,  l im i t e d  to the  s h o r t - r u n  conseguences of 
i n c r e a s i n g  e g u a l i t y .  The s tudy  of  the  long-run  ccnseguences  
c f  s e x u a l  e q u a l i t y  w i l l  have t o  wait  u n t i l  the  next
g e n e ra t io n  or beyond.
Given t h i s  l i m i t a t i o n ,  a number of p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a re  
s t i l l  open. I t  may he t h a t  the  r i s i n g  s t a t u s  of women has 
immediate p o s i t i v e  ccnseguences  f o r  th e  r e d u c t io n  of m a r i t a l  
v io le n c e .  The l e v e l  cf v io le n c e  may be lower i n  s t a t e s  in  
which i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  i s  lew. As a
number o f  the  a u th o rs  c i t e d  e a r l i e r  a rgued ,  reduced v io le n c e  
may be the  consequence of in c r e a s e d  economic and e d u c a t i o n a l  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  g r e a t e r  l e g a l  r i g h t s ,  and more e g u a l i t a r i a n  
norms. Women may be l e s s  l i k e l y  to  remain  in  abus ive  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  because of  in c r e a s e d  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t c  marr iage  
and because abuse may be more l i k e l y  t c  come to  the
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a t t e n t i o n  of  a u t h o r i t i e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  husbands may be l e s s  
i n c l i n e d  to  use v io le n c e  i f  they  rec o g n ize  t h a t  t h e i r  wives 
have o t h e r  o p t io n s  than s u f f e r i n g  in  s i l e n c e .
Another p o s s ib l e  answer to  t h e  g u e s t io n  of how th ese  
f a c t o r s  a re  r e l a t e d  i s  t h a t  th e  l e v e l  o f  wife abuse i s
h ig he r  i n  s t a t e s  where th e  s t a t u s  cf  women, on the  s o c i e t a l
l e v e l ,  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  h igh .  In c r e a s e d  o p t io n s  and c l a s h i n g  
a t t i t u d e s  may r e s u l t  in  more c o n f l i c t s  and v io le n ce  among 
married  c o u p le s .  The c o n te x t  of r e l a t i v e  se x u a l  e g u a l i t y  in  
th e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  may have a d i s r u p t i v e  e f f e c t  on f a m i l i e s  
in  which i s s u e s  o f  e g u a l i t y  and t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e s  a re  very 
p e rso n a l  ones .  Husbands i n  such c o n te x t s  may be mere l i k e l y  
to  t u r n  to  v io lence  t o  m ain ta in  c o n t r o l .  For example, a 
woman who has been a homemaker s in c e  she married  may want to  
t a k e  advantage  of  the  i n c r e a s i n g  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
she s e e s  opening up around h e r .  Her husband may f e e l  
t h r e a te n e d  and oppose he r  p lan  to  jo in  th e  l a b o r  f o r c e .  The 
i n c r e a s e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  to t h i s  wife  may r e s u l t  in  
g r e a t e r  c o n f l i c t s  and perhaps  even v io le n ce  i n  th e  m ar r iage .
On th e  ag g re g a te  l e v e l ,  womens' s t a t u s  and w i f e - b e a t in g
may be p o s i t i v e l y ,  n e g a t i v e l y ,  or  even minimally r e l a t e d .  
The g u e s t io n  of  i t s  t r u e  impact  cannot  f u l l y  be answered 
u n les s  we b r in g  the  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  between husbands 
and wives i n t o  the  a n a l y s i s  a s  w e l l .  As th e  m u l t i - l e v e l  
model s u g g e s t s ,  we a re  u n l ik e l y  t o  f i n d  s imple  'when X, then  
Y' r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  There may be a number of i n t e r a c t i o n  
e f f e c t s  between th e  s t r u c t u r a l  c o n te x t  of i n e g u a l i t y ,  power
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r e l a t i o n s  between th e  spo u ses ,  and th e  amount of  wife abuse 
which o c c u r s .  I t  may he ,  f o r  example, t h a t  husbands '  power 
w ith in  m ar r iages  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  with low v io le n c e  in  s t a t e s  
where t h e  s t a t u s  of  women i s  f a i r l y  low. However, t h e i r  
pcwer may be r e l a t e d  t o  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  of  v i c l e n c e  in  
c o n te x t s  o f  g r e a t e r  s e x u a l  e g u a l i t y .  In  such s t a t e s  
i n e g a l i t a r i a n  m ar r iages  may be l e s s  a c c e p ta b l e  to  women and 
may r e s u l t  i n  more c o n f l i c t s  and g r e a t e r  v io le n c e .
C l e a r l y ,  the  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e s e  f a c t o r s  
i s  g u i t e  complex. I t  i s  u n ecessa ry  to  l i s t  numerable 
a l t e r n a t i v e  hypo theses  to  c l e a r l y  c o n c e p tu a l i z e  th e  p o s s i b l e  
i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s ,  however. ih e  goal  of  th e  a n a l y s i s  i s  to  
show how the  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  o f  s t r u c t u r e d  s e x u a l  i n e q u a l i t y  
a f f e c t s  i n e q u a l i t y  and v io le n c e  w i th in  m ar r iage .  The 
diagram below summarizes th e  key v a r i a b l e s  and th e  
i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s  between them. Ihe l i n e s  r e p r e s e n t  the  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  upon which th e  r e s e a r c h  fo c u s e s .
CHAPTER I V
METHODOLOGY: KEY VARIAELES AND STATISTICAL ANAIYSIS
This  c h a p te r  p r e s e n t s  th e  methods used i n  o b t a in in g  the  
m ac ro - le v e l  and m i c r c - l e v e l  d a t a .  F i r s t ,  th e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  
us ing  th e  s t a t e  a s  th e  m a c ro so c io lo g ic a l  u n i t  o f  a n a l y s i s  i s  
g iven .  Then, t h e  key v a r i a b l e s ,  the  r a t e  of v io le n c e  
a g a i n s t  wives,  the s t a t u s  of women, and m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  a re  
d e f in e d .  The measurement c f  w i f e - b e a t in g  and m a r i t a l  
e g u a l i t y  a re  d e sc r ib e d  in  some d e t a i l .  The measurement of  
th e  s t a t u s  c f  women i n  each s t a t e  i s  a c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h ,  and i s  c o n s id e r e d  i n  depth  i n  th e  nex t  c h a p t e r .  
There , t h e  c c n s t r u c t i c n  o f  the  S t a tu s  of Homen Index and the  
rank ing  o f  the s t a t e s  on the  index  are  tho ro u gh ly  d i s c u s s e d .
The p r e s e n t  c h a p t e r  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a b r i e f  d i s c u s s io n  of 
th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  p ro ced u res  used i n  th e  d a ta  a n a l y s i s .  
F i n a l l y ,  th e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of  a s t r u c t u r a l l y  o r i e n t e d  
methodology fcithin a systems approach a re  c o n s id e re d .
S t a t e s  as Uni ts  of A na lys is  
The m a c rc - le v e l  a n a l y s i s  of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  fo cu ses  on 
th e  s t a t e s .  Hhile  the  s t a t e  i s  o f t e n  th e  u n i t  c f  a n a l y s i s  
in  o th e r  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  ( p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ) ,  
i t  i s  r a r e l y  used as such in  so c io lo g y .  Although t h e r e  i s
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l e s s  p re c e d e n t  f o r  t h i s  approach viithin our d i s c i p l i n e ,  i t  
appears  mcst a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  the  purposes  of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  
f o r  a number of  r e a s o n s .
F i r s t ,  the  s t a t e s  a re  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  u n i t s  
f o r  t h e  com para t ive  s tudy  o f  the  s t a t u s  c f  women. D esp i te  
th e  sense  t h a t  America i s  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  
" n a t i o n a l i z e d "  due to  th e  growth of  c e n t r a l l y - c o n t r o l l e d  
media, c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  and the  f e d e r a l  government,  s t a t e s  a re  
s t i l l  more than  d i f f e r e n t  co lo re d  a r e a s  on th e  map. They 
a re  o f t e n  th e  i n t i t i a t o r s  of  l e g i s l a t i o n  and programs and 
a re  f r e g u e n t l y  th e  u n i t  of implem enta t ion  c f  f e d e r a l  
p o l i c i e s .
I n  The Maligned S t a t e s  (1972) ,  I r a  Sharkansky t a k e s  up 
the  i s s u e  of s t a t e  and r e g i o n a l  d i v e r s i t y .  He w r i t e s  t h a t  
s t a t e s  c o n t in u e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  the  l i v e s  o f  th e  th e  people  
w i th in  them. Mot on ly  were t h e  s t a t e s  founded by peoples  of  
d iv e r s e  n a t i o n a l  backgrounds and v a lu e s ,  but  t h e  t im ing  of 
t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t  and development have in f lu e n c e d  t h e i r  
i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .
Sharkansky a rg u es  t h a t  d i s t a n c e  had much to  do with the  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a f e d e r a l  system in  which s t a t e s  main tained  
some independence.  However, d i v e r s i t y  app ea rs  t c  be more 
im p o r tan t  than d i s t a n c e  as a co n t in u u in g  e x p la n a t io n  f o r  
American f e d e r a l i s m ,  now t h a t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 
communication over  long d i s t a n c e s  a re  no lo n g e r  
problemmatic .  F u r t h e r ,  a l thouqh  r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  a re  
mcst wel l  known, r e g io n s  a re  not  uniform w i th in  t h e i r
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boundar ies  (1972:22) .  There can be sha rp  d i f f e r e n c e s  from 
cue ne ighbor  t c  a n o th e r .  Perhaps no c l e a r e r  example o f  such 
d i f f e r e n c e s  can be o f f e r e d  th a n  those  between con t iguous  
M assachuse t tes  and New Hampshire.
Thomas Dye (1977) a g re es  t h a t  d e s p i t e  a b a s i c a l l y  
common i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and c u l t u r a l  background,  American 
s t a t e s  can be g u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  in  t h e i r  s o c i a l  and economic 
env ironm ents ,  the n a tu r e  of  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  system, and 
t h e i r  p u b l i c  p o l i c i e s .  He w r i t e s  t h a t  " th e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s . . .  
a re  an im p o r tan t  a s s e t  in  comparat ive  s tudy  because they  
enable  us to  search  f c r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between d i f f e r e n t  
socio-economic  env ironm ents ,  p o l i t i c a l  system
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and p o l ic y  outcomes" (1977 :3 ) .
Sharkansky a l s o  m a in ta in s  t h a t  " s t a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  go 
back t o  th e  beg inn ing  c f  t h i s  c c u n t r y ,  and accoun t  f o r  b a s i c  
f e a t u r e s  c f  our s o c i e t y  and government. These d i f f e r e n c e s  
dc produce some problems i n  unegual c i t i z e n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
from one s t a t e  t c  a n o t h e r . . . "  (1972:20). The degree  o f  such 
i n e g u a l i t i e s ,  as th ey  concern women, i s  a major focu s  o f  the  
p r e s e n t  s t u d y .
The second reason  t h a t  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  t a k e s  t h e  s t a t e  as 
i t s  u n i t  of a n a l y s i s  i s  a p r a c t i c a l  one. Many o f  the  
v a r i a b l e s  c f  i n t e r e s t  he re  a re  g a the red  by th e  census  bureau  
on a s t a t e  by s t a t e  b a s i s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  a number o f  o t h e r  
a g en c ie s  g a th e r  s t a t e - l e v e l  d a ta  ( fo r  example the  Eag le ton  
I n s t i t u t e ' s  da ta  on women i n  p o l i t i c s  and N .C .w . ' s  
in fo rm a t io n  cn women and e d u c a t i o n ) .  The u n i fo rm i ty  of da ta
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from s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  make i t  most u s e f u l  f o r  comparat ive  
purposes .  V a r ia b le s  from d i f f e r e n t  so u rces  can e a s i l y  be 
r e l a t e d  t o  one a n o th e r .
The Dependent V a r i a b l e : The Bate of Violence Against  Wives 
D e f i n i t i o n s
The concep t  o f  v io le n c e  can be very broad ly  de f ined  to  
i n c lu d e  a wide range  o f  c f  abuses .  I t  i s  p o s s ib l e  to  
conceive  of  v e rb a l  a g g re s s io n  and p sy c h o lo g ic a l  torment  a s  
ty p es  of " v i o l e n c e 11 which fam i ly  members s u f f e r .  For th e  
purposes o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  however, the  term v io le n c e  w i l l  
r e f e r  on ly  t c  p h y s ic a l  a g g r e s s io n .  T h is  r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  not  
meant to  imply t h a t  n o n -p h y s ic a l  abuse i s  un im p o r tan t .  
However, i t  i s  p h y s ic a l  v io le n c e  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
danger t o  l i f e  and h e a l t h .  (For a thorough d i s c u s s i o n  of 
th e s e  c o n ce p tu a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  see G e l le s  and S t r a u s ,  1979).
Violence  i s  d e f in e d  here  as  an a c t  c a r r i e d  o u t  with th e  
knowledge t h a t  th e  l i k e l y  conseguence of  i t  w i l l  be p h y s i c a l  
i n j u r y  o r  pain  t c  a n o th e r  person .  This  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e n ,  
exc ludes  th o se  a c t s  which r e s u l t  in  p h y s i c a l  harm but  vh'ich 
were not  in tend ed  t o  do so ,  i . e .  a c c i d e n t s .  I t  i n c l u d e s  
a c t s  which were in ten d ed  t o  cause  harm b u t  which were not  
s u c c e s s f u l  and caused no i n j u r y  ( fo r  example, a t t e m p t in g  to  
shoot  o n e ' s  wife but  m is s in g ) .  Throughout t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  
the  focus  i s  cn v io le n ce  a g a i n s t  wives as de f ined  above.  
However, the  terms w i f e - b e a t i n g ,  wife abuse ,  ar.d v io le n c e  
a g a i n s t  wives w i l l  be used in te r c h a n g e a b ly  simply to  l i m i t
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redundancy. I t  i s  recogn ized  t h a t  th e s e  te rm s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
wife abuse ,  c cu ld  be d e f ined  d i f f e r e n t l y .
Source o f  Data
The da ta  cn r a t e s  of v io le n c e  were o b ta in e d  from a 
major n a t i o n a l  survey  e n t i t l e d  " P h y s ic a l  V iolence  in  
American F a m i l ie s " .  The s tudy  was funded by the  N a t io n a l  
I n s t i t u t e  of Mental Heal th  and the  sampling design and 
i n te r v ie w i n g  were c a r r i e d  cu t  by Response A na lys is  
C c r p o ra t i c n  of P r i n c e t o n ,  N.J .
In  o rd e r  to  s e l e c t  f a m i l i e s  which a re  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
the  46 m i l l io n  i n t a c t  f a m i l i e s  in  th e  U.S. i n  1976, the  
"Response A na lys is  P r o b a b i l i t y  Sample" was used tc  l o c a t e  
p o t e n t i a l  i n t e r v i e w e e s .  The procedure  r e l i e d  on p r o i r  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of l o c a t i o n s ,  househo lds ,  and s p e c i f i c  
i n d i v i d u a l  t c  be i n t e r v i e w e d .  The i n t e r v i e w e r s  had no 
d i s c r e t i o n  in  the  s e l e c t i o n  o f  th e  s u b j e c t s .  The seguence 
o f  s t e p s  used in c lu d e d :
S e l e c t i o n  of a n a t i o n a l  sample o f  103
primary a r e a s  ( co u n t ie s  or  g roups  of c o u n t i e s )  
s t r a t i f i e d  by geograph ic  r e g i o n ,  type  of 
community, and o t h e r  p o p u la t io n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .
S e l e c t i o n  of  300 in t e r v ie w in g
l o c a t i o n s . . .  (census enumerat ion  d i s t r i c t s  or  
b lock  groups) from the  n a t i o n a l  sample f o r  use
in  t h i s  s tu dy .
F i e ld  c o un ts  by t r a i n e d  i n t e r v i e w e r s  to
devide  i n t e r v i e w i n g  l o c a t i o n s  i n t o  sample
segments of 10 to  25 housing  u n i t s .
S e l e c t io n  o f  s p e c i f i c  sample segments i n
each in te v ie w in g  l o c a t i o n  f o r  f i e l d
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of the  su rvey .
Random s e l e c t i o n  cf  th e  e l i g i b l e  p e r s c r  to  
be in te rv ie w e d  using a s p e c i f i c  scheme ass ig n ed  
f o r  each sample household .  (S t r a u s ,  G e l l e s ,  and 
S te in m e tz ,  1980:251)
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To be e l i g i b l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in  t h e  sample/  r e sp on d en ts  
had t o  he l i v i n g  with a member of the  o p p o s i t e  sex as a 
"coup le" /  hut  did n o t  have to  be l e g a l l y  marr ied  t c  them. A 
random h a l f  c f  t h e  re s p on d en ts  were male and h a l f  were 
female .
I n t e r v i e w s  with th e  re sp o n d en ts  l a s t e d  approx im ate ly  
cne hour and were com ple te ly  ancnymous. I n t e r v i e w e r s  were 
of  the  language  or r a c i a l  group which was predominant i n  the  
sampling segment f o r  which they  were r e s p o n s i b l e .  Up to  
f c u r  c a l l - h a c k s  were made to  respo nd en ts  who could  n o t  be 
reached with the  i n i t i a l  c o n t a c t .  The comple t ion  r a t e  f o r  
the  survey was 65%. Since the  average  complet ion  r a t e  f o r  
n a t i o n a l  o p in io n  su rveys  i s  70%, t h e  2/3  r a t e  f o r  t h i s  
su rvey ,  on such a s e n s i t i v e  t o p i c ,  i s  g u i t e  r e s p e c t a b l e .  
I n t e r v i e w s  were u l t i m a t e l y  completed with 2143 people :  960
males and 1183 fem ales .  All  bu t  f o r t y  r e s p o n d en ts  were 
l e g a l l y  m arr ied  to  t h e i r  p a r t n e r .
The da ta  cn f am i ly  v io le n c e  based on t h i s  survey a re  
th e  b e s t  n a t i o n a l  f i g u r e s  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  d e s p i t e  
c e r t a i n  l i m i t a t i o n s .  The c l e a r  advantage  o f  w i f e - b e a t in g  
r a t e s  drawn from t h i s  survey i s  t h a t  they  a r e  based on 
in fo rm a t io n  frcm a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  sample of t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u b l ic .  P o l i c e  and h o s p i t a l  r eco rd s  of abuse a r e  s e v e r e l y  
l im i t e d  i n  c o n t r a s t  because  th ey  provide  in fo rm a t io n  only on 
those  c a s e s  t h a t  come to  the  a t t e n t i o n  of th e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  
These c a s e s  a r e  not  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a l l  abuse case s  in  th e  
same sense  t h a t  imprisoned  c r i m i n a l s  a r e  not  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
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of  a l l  p e rso n s  who e c u n i t t e d  c r im es .
N e v e r th e l e s s ,  the  f i g u r e s  on v io le n c e  from the  survey  
a re  a lmost  c e r t a i n l y  u n d e re s t im a te s  cf  the  t r u e  r a t e  o f  wife 
ahuse. I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  r e s p o n d e n t s  d i d n ' t  " t e l l  a l l "  i n  
the  i n t e r v i e w s ,  a l th ou g h  many were g u i t e  c and id  ( e .g .  a 
number a d m i t te d  t o  us ing  a k n i f e  or gun) . Also ,  the  survey  
sample in c lu d e d  only  t h e s e  coup le s  who were c o h a b i t i n g  a t  
th e  time of th e  i n t e r v i e w .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  a number of 
the  most v i o l e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  were t e rm in a te d  and were 
t h e r e f o r e  excluded from t h e  s tu d y .  D esp i te  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  th e  a c t u a l  r a t e  o f  w i f e - b e a t in g  may be double th e  
survey e s t i m a t e s  (see S t r a u s ,  G e l l e s ,  and S te inm e tz ,  1980 
f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l s ) ,  t h e se  e s t i m a t e s  remain  s u p e r i o r  to  
any e t h e r s  a v a i l a b l e .
H e p r e s e n ta t iv e n e s s  of S t a t e  Vio lence  Bates
As s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  v io le n c e  r a t e s  a re  based on da ta  
ga thered  from a n a t i o n a l  a r e a - p r o b a b i l i t y  sample. The 
i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e  samples could  be assumed t o  be 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  as wel l  in  t h a t ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  every  person i n  
every s t a t e  had an egua l  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  being in c lu d e d  in  
the  sample.  This assumption i s  not wholly j u s t i f i e d ,  
however, s in c e  only c e r t a i n  a re a s  o f  s t a t e s  were in c lu d e d  
a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  of  sam pling ,  the  concern a rose  t h a t  
the  a re a s  might not be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the  whcle s t a t e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  in th o se  s t a t e s  in  which cnly  one or two a r e a s  
were s e l e c t e d .
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S a t h e r  than  proceed on a shaky a s su m p t io n ,  i t  was 
decided t h a t  the  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s  of  th e  s t a t e  d a ta  be 
checked. I h i s  was done by comparing key v a r i a b l e s  from the  
survey d a ta  with p a r a l l e l  v a r i a b l e s  frcm cen sus  d a ta ,  which 
we know t o  be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  She v a r i a b l e s  which were 
c o n s id e re d  were m e n 's /h u s b a n d ' s  income; m e n 's /h u sb a n d ' s  
employment r a t e ;  m e n 's /h u sb a n d ' s  e d u c a t io n ;  wom en 's /w ive 's  
e d u c a t i o n .  Ihese  s e t s  o f  v a r i a b l e s  a re  n o t  e x a c t l y  
comparable s i n c e  th e  census  i n c l u d e s  a l l  men and women and 
th e  survey  i n c l u d e s  cnly  husbands and wives who were l i v i n g  
t o g e th e r  a t  th e  t ime of th e  i n t e r v i e w .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  the  
two s e t s  a re  c l o s e l y  co n nec ted .  In g e n e r a l ,  th e  va lues  f o r  
th e  su rvey  v a r i a b l e s  were somewhat h ig h e r  than  f o r  the  
census v a r i a b l e s .  I h i s  was n o t  unexpec ted ,  a s  c u r r e n t l y  
married  p e o p le  tend  t c  have h ig h e r  incomes and e d u c a t i o n a l  
l e v e l s  than  the  g e n e r a l  p o p u la t io n .  What was im p o r ta n t  was 
t h a t  th e  v a lues  g e n e r a l l y  p a r a l l e l  one a n o th e r  d e s p i t e  some 
a b s o lu te  d i f f e r e n c e s .
G e n e r a l l y ,  such p a r a l l e l s  were e v id e n t .  S t a t e s  with 
h igh income, e d u c a t io n ,  and employment l e v e l s  acco rd ing  to  
t h e  census  ranked s i m i l a r l y  on th e  survey  d a t a ,  i n  most 
c a s e s .  I h e r e  were a few e x c e p t io n s  t o  the  t r e n d s ,  however. 
A l l  but  two of the  s t a t e s  (Oregon with 14 case s  and 
M i s s i s s i p p i  with 13) having sample s i z e s  of  twenty  o r  fewer 
c a se s  appeared to  be u n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  In p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e i r  
v a lues  on income and employment f l u c t u a t e d  g r e a t l y  and were 
most s c a t t e r e d  from the  r e g r e s s i o n  l i n e .  One th e s e  grounds ,
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th e  d e c i s i o n  was made to  drop th e  s t a t e s  of Arizona (17 
c a s e s ) , C on n ec t icu t  (4) , Montana (5 ) ,  Nevada (9) , Oklahoma 
(3) , and Wisconsin (9) from th e  sample. Table  4. 1 below 
g ives  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  p a i r s  of  c e n su s - su rv e y  
v a r i a b l e s  f o r  a l l  36 s t a t e s  and then f o r  t h e  reduced sample 
of  30.
TABIE 4. 1
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  o f  
Key Census and Survey V a r ia b le s
V a r ia b le s  O r ig in a l  Sample (N=36) Hep r e s e n t a t i v e
Sample(N=30)
INCOME 
Median Income of Males X
Median Income of Husbands .48 .56
EMPLOYMENT 
% Males Employed Fu l l -T im e  X
% Husbands Employed Full-Time .13  .24
EDUCATION 
% Males, Age 17+, who a re  High 
School Graduates  X % Husbands
who a r e  High School  Graduates  .56 .76
$ Females,  Age 17+, who a re  High 
School Graduates  X % Wives
who a re  High School Graduates  .68  .77
The concern reg a rd ing  s t a t e - l e v e l  d a ta  from th o se  
s t a t e s  with few sampling a r e a s  and sm all  numbers of c a se s  
proved t o  be g e n e r a l l y  wel l - founded .  The e l i m in a t i o n  o f  the  
s i x  sm al l -sam ple  s t a t e s  which tu rned  out  t o  be 
u n r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  a l lo w s  us to  have g r e a t e r  con f id en ce  i n  the  
r e s u l t s  which a re  based on th e  reduced sample of t h i r t y  
s t a t e s .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  the  number o f  s t a t e s  which had to  be
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excluded was sm a l l ,  so t h a t  th e  o r i g i n a l  g c a l  o f  the  
r e s e a r c h ,  t h a t  i s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  v a r i a t i o n s  in  the  s t a t u s  of  
wcmen-wife abuse r e l a t i o n s h i p  on th e  s t a t e  l e v e l ,  i s  not  
j e o p a r d iz e d .
I n  most of th e  a n a l y s e s ,  s t a t e s  a r e  grouped i n t o  
g u a r t i l e s  or  g u i n t i l e s  by th e  s t a t u s  of women. The mean 
v io le n ce  r a t e  f o r  a group o f  s t a t e s  i s  more r e l i a b l e  than  
i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e  r a t e s  because i t  i s  based on a l a r g e r  
number of  c a s e s .  The s t a t e s  t h a t  have been dropped a re  
excluded only i n  a n a ly s e s  where s t a t e  r a t e s  based on the  
survey d a ta  a r e  u t i l i z e d .  Where da ta  a re  drawn from o th e r  
sou rces  or  th e  a n a l y s i s  i s  based on i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e s ,  a l l  
s t a t e s  a r e  in c lu d e d .
Measurement of H i fe -B ea t ing
The r a t e  of w i f e - b e a t in g  was determined th rough  t h e  use 
of  the  C o n f l i c t  T a c t i c s  S c a le .  Discussed i n  d e t a i l  in  
S t r a u s ,  1979 and p r e s e n t e d  i n  f u l l  in  Appendix B ) .
The C o n f l i c t  T a c t i c s  Sca le  i s  composed of  th r e e  main 
p a r t s ,  each made up of a number o f  t a c t i c s  which can be used 
w i th in  t h e  course  o f  fam i ly  c o n f l i c t s .  The f i r s t  p a r t ,  th e  
"Reasoning s c a l e " ,  fo cuses  on rea so n ing  and d i s c u s s i o n .  The 
second, th e  "Verbal  Aggress ion  S c a le " ,  i n c l u d e s  n c n -p h y s ic a l  
a c t s  in t e n d e d  to  h u r t  t h e  o t h e r .  The t h i r d ,  the  "Violence  
Scale"  d e a l s  with t a c t i c s  in v o lv in g  t h e  use o f  p h y s i c a l  
f o r c e .  This  t h i r d  s e c t io n  of the  s c a l e  i s  the  b a s i s  f o r  
c a l c u l a t i n g  the  r a t e  of wife abuse.
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The r a t e  c f  w i f e - b e a t i n g  i s  the  p r o p o r t io n  of c o u p le s  
who i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e  husband had used any of  th e  fo l lo w in g  
t a c t i c s  a g a i n s t  h i s  wife i n  t h e  year  p r i o r  t o  th e  i n te r v ie w :  
k icked ,  b i t ,  o r  h i t  with a f i s t ;  h i t  or  t r i e d  to  h i t  with 
something; b e a t  up; t h r e a t e n e d  with a k n i f e  or  gun; used- 
a k n i fe  or  gun. A s t a t e  v io le n c e  r a t e  of 105?, f o r  example , 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t en  p e rc e n t  o f  the  husbands p e r p e t r a t e d  
s e r i o u s  a c t s  c f  v i o l e r c e  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  wives w i th in  th e  p a s t  
y e a r .  Note t h a t  more "minor" forms o f  v i o l e n c e ,  such as 
pushing,  shoving ,  o r  s l a p p in g  a re  not inc lud ed  i n  the  
c a l c u l a t i o n  of the  r a t e .  This  i s  not  because such a c t s  a re  
condoned h e r e ,  bu t  t h a t  t h e y  a re  sc  common an element of 
family  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  they  would weaken the  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  
power of th e  index .
R e l i a b i l i t y  and V a l i d i t y
According t o  S t r a u s  (1979:82) the  a lpha  c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  
r e l i a b i l i t y  f o r  th e  v io le n ce  s c a l e  i s  g u i t e  h igh :  .83  f o r
th e  husband to wife v io le n c e .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  i n t e r n a l  
c o n s i s t e n c y  r e l i a b i l i t y  of the  s c a l e ,  as a s se s s e d  through 
i t e m - t o t a l  c o r r e l a t i o n s ,  i s  .87  f o r  husbands and .88 f o r  
wives.
The Cl S c a le ,  l i k e  the  m a jo r i ty  of  s c a l e s  used in  
s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  r e s e a r c h ,  has  not been v a l i d a t e d  in  a 
d e f i n i t i v e  way. A c a se  can be made f o r  the  v a l i d i t y  o f  the  
measure on a number of  grounds,  however. Mcst c b v io u s ly ,  
th e  s c a l e  has c o n te n t  v a l i d i t y  in  t h a t  th e  i te m s  dc d e s c r i b e
6 8
a c t s  o f  a c t u a l  p h y s ic a l  f o r c e .  F u r th e r  ev idence  of  v a l i d i t y  
i s  a v a i l a b l e  as w e l l .
B u l c r c f t  and S t r a u s  (1975) conducted a s tudy  to  a s s e s s  
the  c o n c u r re n t  v a l i d i t y  of the  s c a l e .  They compared the  
c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s '  s c o r e s  on t h e  Cl S c a le s  (with r e f e r e n c e  to  
p a r e n t s '  behavior)  with p a r e n t s '  own s c o r e s .  Ihe  r e s u l t s  
i n d i c a t e  high v a l i d i t y  ( r e l a t i v e  to  u su a l  co ncu r ren t  
v a l i d i t y  r e s u l t s  on s o c i a l  measures) f o r  th e  v i o le n c e  
p o r t io n  o f  th e  s c a l e .  In a d d i t i o n ,  th e  r e s u l t s  of a number 
o f  a n a ly se s  which have used th e  CTS measure c f  v io le n c e  
prov ide  some ev idence  c f  c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y .  (See S t r a u s ,  
1979 f o r  a thorough d i s c u s s i o n  of th e s e  f i n d i n g s ) .
The In d e p e n d e n t  Va r i a b l e s :
The S t a t u s  c f  Women and M a r i t a l  E q u a l i t y
The S ta tu s  of Women
The e m p i r ic a l  a ssessm en t  of the  s t a t u s  of  women has 
l i t t l e  meaning u n l e s s  we f i r s t  come t o  g r i p s  with the  
concept  o f  " the  s t a t u s  of  women". T h e re fo re ,  t h e  concep t  
w i l l  be given d e t a i l e d  a t t e n t i o n  in  th e  nex t  c h a p t e r .  I t s  
d e f i n i t i o n  can be s t a t e d  c o n c ic e ly  h e re  a s  " th e  p o s i t i o n  
wcmen have as  a g roup ,  compared with th e  p o s i t i o n  of men as 
a group, in  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  of s o c i e t y "  (Hommes, 1978: 26).  
This  i s  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  developed and used by the  Second 
European Pop u la t io n  Seminar t c  c o n s id e r  th e  demographic 
a s p e c t s  of th e  changing s t a t u s  of women i n  Europe.  I t  seems 
e q u a l ly  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  the  p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h ,  and i s
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d iscussed  i n  seme d e t a i l  i n  t h e  nex t  c h a p t e r .
The s t a t u s  of women r e l a t i v e  to  men in  s e v e r a l  major
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  sphe res  i s  a s se s s e d  through a S t a t u s  of  Women 
Index (SWX). Each sphere  i s  c o n s id e re d  a d i s t i n c t  dimension 
of women's s t a t r s  and makes up a s e p a r a t e  p a r t  of  th e  in d e x .  
The s p e c i f i c  dimensions which a re  in c luded  a re  the  Economic, 
E d u c a t io n a l ,  l e g a l ,  and th e  P o l i t i c a l .  The p a r t i c u l a r
i n d i c a t o r s  in  each of t h e s e  a r e a s  a re  d e sc r ib e d  i n  th e  nex t  
c h a p te r  which a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a d i s c u s s io n  of  th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  
and v a l i d i t y  of th e  index as well  as th e  f i n d i n g s  cn how the  
s t a t e s  r a n k .
M ar i ta l  E q u a l i ty
D e f i n i t i o n . M a r i ta l  e g u a l i t y  can be c o n c e p tu a l i z e d  as  
th e  m ic r o - l e v e l  p a r a l l e l  o f  the  m ac ro - leve l  " s t a t u s  of
women” , i t  concerns  the  s t a t u s  of  th e  wife r e l a t i v e  to  her  
husband in  the  m arr iage .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  i s  an 
i n t e r p e r s o n a l - l e v e l  v a r i a b l e  while  th e  s t a t u s  of women i s  a 
s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  v a r i a b l e .
There a re  a number o f  approaches  to  d e f i n i n g  t h i s  
r e l a t i v e  s t a t u s .  The f u n c t i o n a l i s t s  took a " s e p a r a t e  but 
equa l"  p e r s p e c t iv e .  The husband and wife were r ega rded  as  
p a r t n e r s ,  each with  a very d i f f e r e n t  r o l e  to  p lay .  The 
husband,  of  c o u rs e ,  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  
(economic and dec is ion-m aking)  t a s k s ,  and th e  wife f o r  th e  
e x p re s s iv e  or emotional  f u n c t i o n s  (Parsons and E a les ,  1955). 
To the  s o c i o l o g i s t s  of  the  e r a  t h i s  a rrangement was
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e q u i t a b l e  by d e f i n i t i o n .
C r i t i q u e s  from o t h e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  ( i . e .  
exchange,  c o n f l i c t ,  and f e m in i s t )  a rgue  t h a t  “s e p a r a t e  but  
equal"  has  nc mere v a l i d i t y  i n  m arr iage  th an  i t  does i n  
p u b l ic  s c h o o l in g .  The s e p a r a t i o n  of women from th e  world of 
o p t io n s  and income s e r v e s  t o  i n s u r e  t h e i r  dependence on and 
su b o r d in a t io n  to t h e i r  husbands.  S tu d ie s  of  family  power, 
d e s p i t e  t h e i r  c o n f l i c t i n g  f i n d i n g s  on o t h e r  i s s u e s ,  have 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  and c r o s s - c u l t u r a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  wives who 
work o u t s i d e  t h e  home have g r e a t e r  say in  fam ily  d e c i s i o n s  
than  th o se  who do n o t  (Cromwell and Olson,  1977).
S t i l l ,  t h e  g u e s t i c n  remains as  t o  how to  a s s e s s  m a r i t a l  
e q u a l i t y ,  given th e  l a t t e r  p e r s p e c t i v e .  The employment or  
ncn-employment cf  t h e  wife or the  involvement  of  the  husband 
in  household  t a s k s  might be c o n s id e re d  i n d i r e c t  i n d i c a t o r s  
of  e q u a l i t y  (Scanzoni ,  1972).
For th e  purposes  of  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  m a r i t a l  e q u a l i t y  
w i l l  be a s s e s s e d  cn th e  b a s i s  of th e  r e l a t i v e  
d e c i s io n -m a k i rg  power o f  th e  husband and wife. By 
de te rm in ing  the  degree  to  which e i t h e r  has the  f i n a l  say on 
fam ily  d e c i s i o n s ,  th e  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  spouses  can 
be a p p r a i s e d .  The impact  o f  dec is ion -m ak ing  power on f a m i ly  
v io le n ce  has been examined in  p rev io u s  r e s e a r c h ,  and 
v io le n c e  was found to  be low es t  among c o u p le s  whose b a la n ce  
of power i s  f a i r l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  (Allen and S t r a u s ,  1980 and 
T i t t e r u d  and S t r a u s ,  1S80). The r e l a t i o n s h i p  on the  
m ic r o - l e v e l  can now be co n s id e re d  in  t h e  c o n te x t  of  s e x u a l
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e q u a l i t y  on the  m a c r o - l e v e l ,  and can be unders tood  more 
tho rou g h ly  as a r e s u l t .
Measurement. The m a r i t a l  e q u a l i t y  v a r i a b l e  w i l l  be 
used i n  t h i s  s tudy  f o r  th e  purpose o f  a c o n te x tu a l  a n a l y s i s .  
The purpose i s  to  f i n d  o u t  what, i f  any,  impact  the  s t a t e  
c o n te x t  has on the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between i n t e r p e r s o n a l  
e g u a l i t y  and v io le n c e .
The d a ta  cn m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  come from th e  same source  
as t h e  f i g u r e s  on w i f e - b e a t i n g .  The 2,143 husbands and 
wives who were in te rv ie w e d  re g a rd in g  t h e i r  c o n f l i c t s  and 
v io le n ce  a l s o  answered g u e s t io n s  about who has the  f i n a l  say 
cn key f a m i ly  d e c i s i o n s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th ey  responded to  a 
modif ied  v e r s io n  of the  d e c i s i o n  power index  developed by 
Blood and Wolfe (1960).
The index used i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  survey in c lu d ed  s i x  
d e c i s io n  i t e m s :  (1) having  c h i l d r e n ,  (2) which job  the
husband should  t a k e ,  (3) whether the  wife should  work, (4) 
food money, (5) hou s ing ,  and (6) buying a c a r .  The ex ac t  
wording o f  the  i tem can be found in  Appendix B. The 
response  c a t e g o r i e s  r e g a rd in g  who has the  f i n a l  say on each 
c f  th e s e  d e c i s i o n s  ranged  from "Wife Only" t o  "Husband 
Only". These c a t e g o r i e s  were coded from one to f i v e ,  with 
i n c r e a s i n g  sco re  i n d i c a t i n g  i n c r e a s e d  power of the  husband. 
The a d d i t i o n  of t h e  i tem s r e s u l t e d  i n  a s ix  to  t h i r t y  range  
f o r  th e  t o t a l  s c o re .  As t h i s  range  was somewhat awkward, i t  
was t r a n s fo rm e d  i n t o  a more manageable and u n d e rs ta n d a b le  
ze ro  t o  one-hundred range by means o f  a d i r e c t  p e rc e n t
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t i a n s f o r m a t i c n .  T h is  range a l lo w s  f o r  a c l e a r e r  concept ion  
of th e  M a r i t a l  E g u a l i ty  Index as i n d i c a t i n g  the  r e l a t i v e  
p o s i t i o n  concep t ion  of the  spouses..
For purposes  o f  th e  c o n te x tu a l  a n a l y s i s  and the  v i s u a l  
d i sp la y  c f  the  d a t a ,  co u p le s  were d iv id e d  i n t o  four  ty p es  
accord ing  to  t h e i r  s c o r e s  on the  M a r i ta l  E g u a l i t y  Index .  
These t y p e s  a r e  the  Wife-Dominant, in  which th e  wife has the  
f i n a l  say cn most f a m i ly  d e c i s i o n s ;  t h e  Autonomic, i n  which 
each spouse i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f c r  a s e p a r a t e  s e t  of d e c i s i o n s ;  
th e  S y n c r a t i c ,  in which spouses sha re  dec is ion -m ak ing ;  and 
Husband-Dominant, i n  which the  husband has f i n a l  say on most 
fam ily  d e c i s i o n s .  While th e  autonomic and s y n c r a t i c  
p a t t e r n s  of dec is ion-making  a re  g u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from one 
a n o th e r ,  both  are  c o n s id e re d  f a i r l y  e g a l i t a r i a n .
A thorough  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  and v a l i d i t y  of 
t h i s  ind ex  was conducted by Allen  (1980). J u s t  a few of h i s  
f i n d in g s  a re  summarized h e re .  Allen examined t h e  i n d e x ' s  
i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  using  the  same sample of  2,143 and 
fcund a moderate .41 a lpha  c o e f f i c i e n t  of r e l i a b i l i t y .  
F u r th e r ,  he d iscovered  t h a t  th e  s im p le ,  d i r e c t  d e c i s io n  
index used in  the  p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h  had g r e a t e r  i n t e r n a l  
c o n s i s t e n c y  than mere s o p h i s t i c a t e d  weighted v e r s i o n s  which 
have been sugges ted  by some ( S a f i l i o s - R o t h s c h i l d ,  1970; 
Cromwell and Olson,  1977). He m a in ta in s ,  a f t e r  having 
analyzed s i m i l a r  i n d i c e s  i n  o th e r  survey samples ,  t h a t  the  
d e c i s i o n - ty p e  in s t ru m e n t  i s  r e l i a b l e  a c r o s s  U.S. and 
non-U.S. samples.
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Allen  a l s o  t a k e s  uf the  c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y  c f  the  index  
in  some d e t a i l .  He fcund t h a t  th e  v a l i d i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  
the  d e c i s io n  items f e l l  i n  the  p r e d ic t e d  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  the  
m a jo r i ty  cf  the  c r i t e r i o n  v a r i a b l e s .  He conc ludes  t h a t  th e  
measure i s  v a l i d  f o r  both h u s tands  and wives,  but  t h a t  i t  
cannot  tie co n s id e re d  ro b u s t .
During th e  two decades t h a t  fam ily  r e s e a r c h e r s  have 
been using  Bleed and Wolfe Index ,  t h i s  approach has  come 
under i n c r e a s i n g  s c r u t i n y  and c r i t i c i s m .  T h e re fo re ,  th e  use 
of  t h i s  type  of measure r e q u i r e s  some j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  The 
index has been c r i t i c i z e d  as be ing  s i m p l i s t i c  in  t h a t  a l l  
d e c i s i o n s  a re  counted  e q u a l ly  in  the  s c o re  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  some may be more im p o r ta n t  o r  cause  more c o n f l i c t  than  
o t h e r s .  Allen (1980), as mentioned above, fcund t h a t  
weighting  th e  index did not improve i t s  r e l i a b i l i t y  or  
v a l i d i ty *  Another c r i t i c i s m  which has  been l e v e l e d  a g a i n s t  
the  “f i n a l  s a y “- t y p e  measures i s  t h a t  i t  p robably  measures 
the  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  c o n ce p t io n  of  a d e s i r e a b l e  power s t r u c t u r e  
r a t h e r  than  th e  r e a l  cne in h i s / h e r  f a m i ly .  This  problem 
was d e a l t  with i n  the n a t i o n a l  survey  by p receed in g  the  
q u e s t io n  cn “ who h as  the  f i n a l  say" with g u e s t i e n s  of “ who 
s hould have the f i n a l  say" ,  th u s  l e s s e n in g  th e  chance o f  
confounded r e s u l t s .  A f i n a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  the  use  o f  
t h i s  measure i s  t h a t  d e s p i t e  i t s  sh o r tco m ing s ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  
th e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  measure of spousa l  power which i s  u s e f u l  
i n  survey  r e s e a r c h .  No r e s e a r c h  to  d a te  has  produced 
evidence  showing th e  s u p e r i o r i t y  of an a l t e r n a t i v e  method of
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measuring th e  ba lance  of power between husband and w ife .
Methods o f  A nalys is  
Because m u l t i p l e - l e v e l ,  as well  a s  m u l t i v a r i a t e ,  d a ta  
a n a l y s i s  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  a number of  
d i f f e r e n t  s t a t i s t i c a l  p rocedures  a re  used.  The g e n e r a l  
approach to  the  da ta  a n a l y s i s  i s  no t  the  u su a l  h y p o th e s is  
t e s t i n g  r o u t e ,  however. As th e  d i s c u s s io n  of  m u l t i - l e v e l  
a n a l y s i s  in  Chapter  I I  po in ted  c u t ,  th e  c e n t r a l  g u e s t io n s  of  
t h i s  r e s e a r c h  a re  u n l i k e l y  to  have s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d  " i f  x 
th en  y" answers .  The gca l  of th e  a n a l y s i s  i s  t o  examine how 
the  s o c i a l  c o n te x t  of s t r u c t u r e d  se x u a l  i n e q u a l i t y  a f f e c t s  
i n e q u a l i t y  and v io le n c e  w i th in  m arr iage .  Numerous main and 
i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t s  a r e  p l a u s i b l e .  A v a r i e t y  of  techn iq ues  
a re  used in  th e  a t t e m p t  to  t e a s e  out th e s e  e f f e c t s .
A na lys is  of  S t a t e  S t a tu s  of Women
The f i r s t  s t e p  a f t e r  the  c o l l e c t i o n  of  da ta  from th e  
census  and e t h e r  so u rc e s  i s  t h e  development of the  S t a tu s  o f  
Women Index  (SWX) and i t s  s p e c i f i c  d im ensions .  The 
c o n s t r u c t io n  c f  th e  index ,  which i s  d e t a i l e d  in  the  nex t  
c h a p t e r ,  i n v o lv e s  c o r r e l a t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  to  a s s e s s  i t s  
r e l i a b i l i t y  and i n t e r e l a t i o n s  among the  d im ens ions .
The s t a t i s t i c s  used i n  the  n e x t  p o r t io n  of  t h e  r e s e a r c h  
a re  f a i r l y  s im p le ,  but  g u i t e  im por tan t  given the  s u b s t a n t i v e  
i s s u e .  The SWX a l lo w s  us to  look c l o s e l y  a t  women's s t a t u s
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i n  each of  th e  United S t a t e s .  The bare  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  how 
th e  s t a t e s  rank on each i n d i c a t o r ,  the  dimension i n d i c a t o r s ,  
a rd  th e  index  as  a whole p ro v id es  v a lu a b le  i n f c i m a t io n  on 
how women f a r e  r e l a t i v e  t o  men in  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  the  
co u n t ry .  Tor example, th e  d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t i s t i c s  p r e s e n t  
s t a t e  r an k in g s  on such i te m s  as  p ro p o r t io n  o f  women in  th e  
l a b o r  f o r c e ,  and female r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  
(see C hap te r  V f o r  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l s ) .
Data A n a l y s i s  cn t h e  A ggrega te  l e v e l
Beyond se rv in g  a d e s c r i p t i v e  f u n c t i o n  as  a s o c i a l  
i n d i c a t o r ,  th e  SKX i s  an im p o r tan t  independen t  v a r i a b l e  on 
th e  m a c r o - l e v e l .  The assessm ent  of m ac ro - lev e l  e f f e c t s  
fo l lo w s  along the  l i n e s  of  what Matilda  White R i ley  (1964) 
d e s c r i b e s  as " s t r u c t u r a l  a n a l y s i s "  in v o lv in g  segmental  
compar isons .  That i s ,  d i f f e r e n t  segments,  in  t h i s  s tudy  
s t a t e s  grouped accord ing  t o  women's s t a t u s ,  a r e  compared as 
to  the  amount of w i fe -b e a t in g  w i th in  them.
As th e  d i s c u s s i o n  in  Chapter  I I I  emphasi2ed ,  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h  i s  r e t  des igned  to  t e s t  r i g i d  hy p o th eses .  Ra ther  
i t  i n v e s t i g a t e s  v a r i a b l e s  which may be r e l a t e d  in  a number 
c f  F l a u s i b le  ways. T h e r e fo r e ,  an e x p lo r a to r y  r a t h e r  th an  a 
c o n f i rm a to ry  mode o f  da ta  a n a l y s i s  i s  used h e re .
In  a monograph e n t i t l e d  E x p lo ra to ry  Data A n a ly s i s . 
Hartwig and Tear ing  (1979) d e s c r i b e  such an approach.  They 
w r i t e  t h a t  the  under ly ing  assumption of t h i s  mode i s  t h a t  
the  more cne knows about  the  d a t a ,  the  more e f f e c t i v e l y  da ta
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can be used t c  dev e lo p ,  t e s t ,  and r e f i n e  t h e o r y .  They argue 
t h a t  adherence  t o  two t a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s ,  sk e p t ic i s m  and 
openess ,  i s  r e q u i r e d  to  maximize what i s  l e a r n e d  from the  
d a t a .  They are  s k e p t i c a l  c f  t o t a l  r e l i a n c e  on s t a t i s t i c s  
which summarize d a ta  s in c e  they  can sometimes concea l  or  
even m is r e p r e s e n t  what may th e  most i n f o r m a t iv e  a s p e c t s  of 
th e  d a ta .  F u r th e r ,  they  encourage openess to  u n a n t i c i p a t e d  
p a t t e r n s  i n  the  d a ta  s in c e  t h e s e  can be th e  most r e v e a l i n g  
outcomes of th e  a n a l y s i s .  T h e r e fo r e ,  they  emphasize the  
importance  o f  v i s u a l  d i s p l a y s  of d a ta  ov e r  s t a t i s t i c a l  
summaries.
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Hartwig and Dearing (1979) s t r e s s  th e  
l i m i t a t i o n s  of t h e  c o n f i rm a to ry  mode which only c o n s i d e r s  
two a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  th e  d a ta  ( i . e .  the
h y p o th e s i s  and i t s  n u l l ) .  The e x p lo r a to r y  mode i s  more open 
t c  a range  of a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n s .  While t h e s e  
m eth o d o lo g is ts  c e r t a i n l y  do not  r e j e c t  th e  t e s t i n g  of 
hypo theses  as an im p o r t a n t  approach in  th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s ,  
th ey  p o in t  out  t h a t  i t  i s  not  the  only approach ,  nor  the  
b e s t  one with c e r t a i n  r e s e a r c h  i s s u e s  and ty p es  of  d a ta .
The e x p lo r a to r y  approach i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  t h i s
r e s e a r c h  f o r  two major r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  a wide range  of 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between the  f o c a l  v a r i a b l e s  of  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  
i s  p o s s i b l e .  There i s  no p rev ious  e m p i r ic a l  r e s e a r c h  or 
t h e o r e t i c a l  consensus from which to  deduce s p e c i f i c  
hypo theses  t c  be t e s t e d .  To be maximally open to  the  
p o s s i b l e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  * i s u a l  d i s p l a y s  of  the  da ta
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need t o  be emphasised.  Second, th e  n a tu r e  c f  th e  d a ta  
( s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  be ing  l im i t e d  to  an N of  t h i r t y  s t a t e s  i n  the  
a g g re g a te  l e v e l  a n a l y s i s )  l i m i t s  th e  number and complexity  
o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  t e c h n ig u e s  t h a t  a re  u s e f u l .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
th e  a sse ssm en t  of the  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  the  
f i n d in g s  i s  d i f f i c u l t .
One im p o r ta n t  no te  must he added he re  with regard  to  
t h e  a n a l y s i s  of ag g re g a te  d a ta .  William Robinson (1950) was 
the  f i r s t  to  a l e r t  us to  the  danger  i n h e r e n t  i n  d e a l in g  with 
a g g rega te  r a t h e r  than  i n d i v i d u a l - l e v e l  d a ta .  He coined the
term " e c o l o g i c a l  f a l l a c y "  to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  an a g g reg a te
l e v e l  c o e f f i c i e n t  need n o t  equal  th e  c o r re sp o nd in g  
i n d i v i d u a l  l e v e l  c o e f f i c i e n t .  I t  i s  im p o r ta n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
t c  be q u i t e  c a r e f u l  in  i n t e r p r e t i n g  th e  meaning cf  r e s u l t s  
a t  t h i s  l e v e l .  For example, a f i n d in g  t h a t  w i f e - h e a t in g  i s  
lew i n  s t a t e s  where women's economic p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  h ig h ,  
cannot  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  be t r a n s l a t e d  to  mean t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  
women who work o u t s i d e  the  heme ex p er ien c e  l e s s  v io le n c e
t h a n  housew ives ,  a l th o u g h  t h i s  may be the  c a s e .
C o n t e x t u a l  A n a ly s i s
To probe f u r t h e r  i n t o  th e  impact of  t h e  s t a t u s  of 
women, a m u l t i - l e v e l  a n a l y s i s  i s  conducted .  Through 
c o n te x tu a l  a n a l y s i s  th e  fo cu s  t u r n s  to  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  r a t h e r  
than  th e  s t a t e  a s  th e  u n i t  o f  a n a l y s i s .  R i ley  e x p l a i n s  the  
d i s t i n c t i o n  between s t r u c t u r a l  a n a l y s i s  and c o n te x tu a l  
a n a l y s i s :
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I n  s t r u c t u r a l  a n a l y s i s ,  groups a re  t h e  r e s e a r c h  
c a s e ,  and p r o p e r t i e s  c f  i n d i v i d u a l  r e f e r  t o  
homogeneous segments o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i th in  each 
g roup .  In  c o n te x tu a l  a n a l y s i s ,  on th e  e th e r  
hand,  i n d i v i d u a l s  aggrega ted  from many groups 
a r e  t h e  r e s e a r c h  c a s e ,  and the  p r o p e r t i e s  of 
g roups  a re  t r e a t e d  as c o n te x tu a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  d i s c r e t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  (1964:1019).
Through c c n t e x t u a l  a n a l y s i s  the  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  power
r e l a t i o n s  and v i o l e n c e  of husbands and wives can be
u n d e r s to o d  i n  te rm s  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  c o n t e x t  w i t h i n  which
i t  o c c u r s .  Thus ,  t h i s
s tu d y  t a k e s  an im p o r ta n t  s t e p  forward in  th e  r e s e a r c h
on th e s e  i s s u e s :  i t  does n o t  view i n e q u a l i t y  and v io le n c e
w i th in  m arr iage  a s  i f  husbands and wives l iv e d  i n  a s o c i a l
vacuum.
James Ccleman (1972) and L a z a r s f e ld  e t  a l .  (1972)
comment on the  va lue  cf  c o n te x tu a l  a n a l y s i s  f o r  b r id g in g  th e  
gap between the  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i o l o g i c a l  l e v e l s  -  the  
i n d i v i d u a l  and th e  s o c i a l  c o n te x t  -  which tend  to  be s tu d i e d  
s e p a r a t e l y  i n  the  d i s c i p l i n e .  This  approach w i l l  be put  
i n t o  p r a c t i c e  here  th rough  an a n a l y s i s  of  v a r ia n c e  of th e  
m a r i t a l  i n e q u a l i t y - v i o l e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  using s t a t e  s t a t u s  
of women a s  th e  c o n t r o l  v a r i a b l e .
l i m i t a t i o n s  of th e  Methodology 
The methods and p ro c e d u re s  c f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  s u f f e r  from 
seme i m p o r t a n t  l i m i t a t i o n s  which have a l r e a d y  been 
d i s c u s s e d .  Per  exam ple ,  b e cau se  c f  t h e  s m a l l  rumber o f
c a s e s  i n  each s t a t e ,  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e  v i o l e n c e  r a t e s  must be 
approached  w i th  c a u t i c n .  These a r e  t h e  s o r t s  c f  p r a c t i c a l
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problems council t c  most e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  th e  s o c i a l  
s c i e n c e s .
The major m e th o d o lo g ic a l  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s tu d y  i s  n o t  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  however.  The problem i s  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  an i n h e r e n t  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  beween a sy s tem s  
t h e o r e t i c a l  app roach  and t h e  ty p e  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  a n a l y s i s  
t h a t  i s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t y  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a .  The 
dynamic n a t u r e  o f  t h e  ch an g in g  s t a t u s  o f  women and i t s  
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  cn t h e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  
l e v e l  and w i f e - b e a t i n g  c a n n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  be c a p t u r e d  g iv en  
d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  a t  on ly  cne p o i n t  i n  t im e .  The d i r e c t  
m u l t i - l e v e l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  can be 
examined g u i t e  s u c e s s f u l l y  i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  But t h e  
feedback  lo o p s  and more com plex ,  chang ing  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s  
must,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a w a i t  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  when more 
a p p r o p r i a t e  l o n g i t u d i n a l  d a ta  can be g a t h e r e d .
T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  c f  l i m i t a t i o n s  i s  n o t  meant to  imply  
t h a t  t h e  gap between t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  and t h e  
methodology i s  so v a s t  t h a t  i t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n v a l i d a t e s  t h e  
e n t i r e  p r o j e c t .  I t  p o i n t s  o u t ,  though t h a t  t h e  f i t  i s  n o t  
i d e a l .  Tha t  means t h a t  t o  p roceed  with  what e m p i r i c a l  
ev id en ce  i s  a v a i l a b l e  one must keep i n  mind t h a t  t h e  
s t r u c t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s  b e in g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a r e  j u s t  a p a r t  o f  
a r  o n g o in g ,  c o n s t a n t l y  ch an g in g  sy s tem .
CHAPTEE V
THE STATUS CF WOMEN:
THE CCNCEPT, THE INDEX, AND HCW THE STATES BANK
The p a s t  decade has wi tnessed  a growth in  concern over  
th e  s t a t u s  o f  women in  American s o c i e t y ;  th e  p o s i t i o n  of 
women r e l a t i v e  to  men in  a l l  a r e a s  o f  s o c i e t y  has  come i n t o  
q u e s t io n .  Much has been w r i t t e n  in  r e c e n t  yea rs  cn what can 
very b ro ad ly  be termed '’the  s t a t u s  of women". Most of  t h i s  
l i t e r a t u r e  a rgues  t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  f e m i n i s t  g o a ls  o r  d e s c r i b e s  
how women f e e l  or  should  f e e l  about  them (Murphy, 1S73). On 
th e  academic s i d e ,  sex d i f f e r e n c e s ,  p r e j u d i c e ,  and 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  have been documented (see A s t i n ' s  (1975) 
ann o ta ted  b ib l io g r a p h y  and Women's S tu d i e s  A b s t r a c t s ) .  
Causes and consequences of women's low s t a t u s  have been 
debated.  In  c h a p te r  I I  o f  t h i s  s tu d y ,  a s y n t h e s i s  of some 
e a r l i e r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  and a n th r o p o l o g ic a l  works was made, in  
o rd e r  t o  cone to  a more adequa te  t h e o r e t i c a l  u n ders tand ing  
of  the  f a c t o r s  which have molded the  s t a t u s  of women.
D esp i te  a l l  of  the  d i s c u s s i o n  c f  the  s t a t u s  cf women, 
few e f f o r t s  have been made to adeq u a te ly  a s s e s s  i t  
e m p i r i c a l l y .  The purpose of t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  to  make such an 
assessm ent  with r eg a rd  t o  each o f  the  United S t a t e s .  To do 
so ,  a number of  i s s u e s  a re  taken  up. F i r s t ,  th e  concept  of 
" th e  s t a t u s  c f  women" i s  d e f in e d .  Second, th e  id ea  t h a t  th e
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e m p i r i c a l  a ssessm ent  of th e  s t a t u s  of women c o n s t i t u t e s  a 
s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r  i s  c o n s id e re d .  T h ird ,  the  
o p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  and measurement of of  th e  concept  i s  
d i s c u s se d  in  some d e t a i l ,  f i n a l l y ,  the  f i n d in g s  about  how 
th e  s t a t e s  rank with r eg a rd  to  t h e  s t u a t u s  of women a re  
p r e s e n t e d .
D ef in ing  th e  S t a tu s  of  Women
For th e  most p a r t ,  t h e  n o t io n  " th e  s t a t u s  cf  women" i s  
used a s  a l a b e l  f o r  a lmost  any d i s c u s s i o n  c f  women i n  
s o c i e t y .  However, a h an d fu l  cf  works do c o n s id e r  a more 
s p e c i f i c  meaning of  th e  c o n c e p t .
Eegina Hcmmes’ paper in  a volume e n t i t l e d  Demographic 
Aspects  o f  t h e  Changing S t a tu s  of Women in  Europe not be th e  
same f o r  d i f f e r e n t  groups c u r r e n t l y .  The i s s u e  o f  th e  l e g a l  
s t a t u s  o f  women, which was th e  f o c a l  concern of  the  " f i r s t  
wave" f e m i n i s t  movement, became defused  when women ga ined  
th e  r i g h t  t c  vote  i n  many western  c o u n t r i e s .  Hommes 
contends t h a t  t h i s  pe r iod  was fo l lowed by one i n  which th e  
i d e a  of " e g u a l i t y  c f  p o s i t i o n "  gave way t o  " e q u iv a le n ce  o f  
p o s i t i o n " .  That  i s ,  the  s t a t u s  of women was d e f ined  i n  
terms o f  the  fam i ly  and th e  wife-mother  r c l e .  She 
e q u iv a le n ce  id ea  p a r a l l e l s  t h a t  of  the  " s e p a r a t e  t u t  e qu a l"  
sp he res  f o r  men and women. The s t a t u s  of women was d e f in e d  
as high (up cn the  p e d e s ta l )  a l th o ug h  g u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from 
t h a t  o f  men. The t h i r d  phase i n  the  changing meaning o f  the  
s t a t u s  o f  women, acco rd in g  to  Hcmmes, began in  the  1960's  i n
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many western  c o u n t r i e s .  Women no lon ger  asked j u s t  f o r  
l e g a l  r i g h t s  c r  f o r  an e q u i v a l e n t  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  f a m i ly ,  
but  f o r  " r e a l ” em anc ipa t ion ,  c o v e r in g  a l l  f i e l d s  where human 
be ings  a c t  (1978:2 h ) .
In  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  changing  meaning o f  women's s t a t u s  
over t im e ,  Hcmmes g iv e s  seme a t t e n t i o n  to  a r e c e n t  movement 
i n  which seme rega rd  the  p sy c h o lo g ic a l  make-up and v a lues  of  
women(involving g r e a t e r  s e n s i t i v i t y ,  r ega rd  f o r  human l i f e ,  
e t c . )  as s u p e r i o r  t o  t h a t  o f  men. From t h i s  s t a n d p o i n t ,  
t o t a l  s o c i a l  change which emphasi2 e s  t h e s e  " fem a le ” v a lu e s  
i s  the  g o a l  r a t h e r  than th e  s im ple  improvement o f  the  
p o s i t i o n  c f  women r e l a t i v e  t o  men, w i th in  th e  p r e s e n t  va lue  
system (Donovan, 1980). Hommes r e g a rd s  t h i s  view as 
implying t h a t  th e  s t a t u s  of  women i s  a c t u a l l y  s u p e r io r  t o  
t h a t  o f  men.
U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  Hcmmes seems to  c r e a t e  a s t raw  woman 
with h e r  argument t h a t  the  proponen ts  o f  "female"  v a lu e s  
view women's s t a t u s  as  s u p e r i o r .  There i s  l i t t l e  ev idence  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a movement which t a k e s  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  Those 
who argue  th e  value c f  some female  t r a i t s  do n o t  regard  a l l  
female t r a i t s  as p o s i t i v e .  The p o s i t i v e  n a tu re  of some 
t y p i c a l l y  " fem in ine"  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i s  an im p o r tan t  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  i t  emphasizes t h a t  e q u a l i t y  of 
p o s i t i o n  f o r  women does no t  mean t h a t  women want t o  become 
men, i . e .  t h a t  men in  our s o c i e t y  embody a l l  t h a t  i s  good 
or  d e s i r a b l y .  ■
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B a s i c a l l y ,  the  movement t o  improve the  s t a t u s  of women 
i n  a l l  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and a c t i o n  f o r  a mere humane 
s o c i e t y ,  embodying more " fem ale"  v a lu e s ,  a r e  no t  the  
s e p a r a t e  phenomena t h a t  Hcmmes s u g g e s t s .  The two a re  g u i t e  
c o m p a t ib le ,  and to  a l a r g e  d e g re e ,  p a r t  of  th e  same t h i n g .  
The l a t t e r ,  however, i s  p r i m a r i l y  an e f f o r t  to  change the  
v a lu e s  and p r i o r i t i e s  of s o c i e t y  . The n a tu r e  c f  s o c i a l  
v a lu e s ,  though r e l a t e d  to  the  s t a t u s  of women, canno t  be be 
r ega rded  as  p a r t  o f  i t s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  and i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  I  
ag ree  with Hommes.
D e f in i t i o n
Having reviewed th e  v a r io u s  approaches  t o  th e  c o n c e p t ,  
Hommes deve lops  a d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  s t a t u s  of  women which 
seems u s e f u l  f o r  a range  of purposes i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h .  "The s t a t u s  of  women i s  th e  p o s i t i o n  women have 
as a g roup,  compared with the  p o s i t i o n  o f  men as  a group, in  
d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  of s o c i e t y "  (1978:27-28) .  Khile t h i s  
d e f i n i t i o n  i s  a h e l p f u l  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  i t  i s  g u i t e  g e n e r a l .  
The fo l lo w in g  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  in te n d e d  to  e l u c i d a t e  t h i s  
d e f i n i t i o n  mere c o n c r e t e l y .
R e la t i v e  P o s i t i o n
F i r s t ,  the  phrase  " p o s i t i o n  c f  women r e l a t i v e  t o  men” 
r e g u i r e s  more s u b s t a n t i v e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n .  Bae L es se r  
Blumberg (1975) and G e i le  and Smock (1977) a re  g u i t e  c l e a r  
on t h i s  i s s u e .  The way in  which they  see t h e  p o s i t i o n s  of
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men and women d i f f e r i n g  i s  i n  terms o f  l i f e  o p t i o n s ,  t h a t  i s  
t i e  freedom t c  make d e c i s i o n s  and the  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  a c t  
upon them- The o p t io n s  women have to  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  sp h e re s  a re  a key i n d i c a t o r  of t h e i r  s t a t u s  
i n  any s o c i e t y .
S e p a r a t e  Groups
Second, th e  d e f i n i t i o n ’ s emphasis on th e  r e l a t i v e  
p o s i t i o n  of men and women as  s e p a r a t e  groups in  s o c i e t y  i s  
im p o r t a n t ,  ih e  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  l i t e r a t u r e  h as ,  with few 
e x c e p t io n s ,  ign o red  wcmen as a d i s t i n c t  group {Acker,1 9 8 0 ) .  
Women a re  regarded  as appendages o f  t h e i r  husbands or  
f a t h e r s ,  sh a r in g  t h e i r  s t a t u s  i n  th e  c l a s s  system. (This 
view c o in c id e s  with th e  " e q u iv a le n c e  of p o s i t i o n "  d e f i n i t i o n  
of  the  s t a t u s  of women). The assessm en t  of women’s s t a t u s  
cannot  be ach ieved  through such an approach ,  f o r  i t  
o ve r lo ok s  the  s t r u c t u r a l  and c u l t u r a l  b lockages  which a f f e c t  
women and not men.
This  e lement  of  Hommes' d e f i n i t i o n  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a p p r o p r i a t e  f c r  the  p r e s e n t  s tudy  because o f  i t s  c o n s i s t e n c y  
with t h e  model c f  s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  developed in Chapter  
I I .  There the  changing s t a t u s  of women was co ns id e re d  in  
h i s t o r i c a l  c o n te x t .  The founda t ion  was l a i d  f o r  
unde rs tand ing  t h e i r  s t a t u s  c u r r e n t l y .  In t h a t  a n a l y s i s ,  men 
and women were c o n s id e re d  as  s e p a r a t e  groups with d i f f e r e n t  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and unequal c o n t r c l  over r e s o u r c e s .  Male 
c c n t r o l  over  key r e s o u r c e s  and t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  s t r u c t u r e
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th e  system i s  th e  r ea so n  t c  c o n s id e r  the  sexes  as  s e p a r a t e  
groups r a t h e r  than as  i n d i v i d u a l  men and women. The l i f e  
o p t io n s  of  the  twc grcups  have teen  s t r u c t u r e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  
and a re  unequal .  Th is  p e r s p e c t iv e  seems t o  u n d e r l i e  Hommes* 
d e f i n i t i o n ,  and p o i n t s  t c  the  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  s t r u c t u r e d  
s t a t u s e s  c f  the two groups as th e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e .
The focus  cn males and fem a les  a s  g rcups does obscure  
the  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  w i th in  g roups .  C e r t a i n l y ,  an upper middle 
c l a s s  woman i s  t e t t e r  o f f  than a man l i v i n g  i n  p o v e r ty .  
N e v e r th e l e s s ,  the  e x i s t e n c e  of  such v a r i a b i l i t y  w i th in  
groups does n e t  i n v a l i d a t e  the  c on cep t .  We a re  i n t e r e s t e d  
o v e r a l l  d i f f e r e n c e s  because t h e r e  i s  rea so n  to b e l i e v e  
t h a t  women as a group a re  d isa d v a n ta g e d .  The f a c t  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  Black m i l l i o n a i r e s  as w e l l  as  poor Blacks does not  
r u l e  out  B lack-white  comparisons to  a s s e s s  th e  impact of  
r ac e  on l i f e  o p t io n s .
F ie ld s  of S o c ie ty
The phrase  " in  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  c f  s o c i e t y "  i s  a l s o  an 
im p o r tan t  element of  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n .  I t  i s  v i r t u a l l y  
im poss ib le  t c  i d e n t i f y  one d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f a c t o r  which would 
allow us to  a s s e s s  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s t a t u s  of males and fem a le s .  
We must lock  a t  a number of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  sp h e re s  because 
the  s t a t u s  of  women i s  complex and has a number of 
components or  dimensions.  To com pl ica te  m a t t e r s  f u r t h e r ,  
t h e r e  i s  not  always agreement as  to  which a re  th e  most 
im p o r tan t  components.
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For th e  purposes c f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  fo u r  major " f i e l d s
of s o c i e t y "  a re  i d e n t i f i e d -  They a re  th e  economic,
e d u c a t i o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and l e g a l  dimensions o f  the  s t a t u s  
c f  women- These a r e  taken  a s  th e  key dimensions o f  th e  
S t a tu s  of  Women Index which w i l l  he d e sc r ib e d  i r  a l a t e r  
s e c t i o n .
Although th e  l a b e l s  may be d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e s e  i n c l u d e  
most of  the  key i n d i c a t o r s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  p rev io u s  work on 
th e  s t a t u s  of women. There i s  l i t t l e  deba te  t h a t  the  s t a t u s  
cf  women in  the  economy and in  ed u ca t io n  i s  c r i t i c a l
(Boulding e t  a l . , 1976; F e r r i s s ,  1971; Gei le  and
Smock,1977; Hcmmes,1978; Murphy,1973; U.S. Commision on 
C i v i l  B i g h t s , 1978).
However, t h e r e  i s  l e s s  agreement on th e  o th e r
dimensions .  For example, Murphy devo tes  c o n s i d e r a b le  
a t t e n t i o n  to  l e g a l  s t a t u s .  Boulding e t  a l .  and Geile  and 
Smock a l s o  i d e n t i f y  th e  l e g a l - p o l i t i c a l  sphere  as  an
im p o r tan t  component of th e  s t a t u s  of women. In  c o n t r a s t ,  
F e r r i s '  volume on i n d i c a t o r s  of  th e  s t a t u s  c f  women and th e  
U.S. Commisicn on C i v i l  E i g h t s '  r e p o r t  do n o t  deal  with 
l e g a l  or p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s .
£& §£ I n d ic a to r s
In  a d d i t i o n ,  some of the  o t h e r  a t t e m p t s  a t  d e l im i t in g  
the  s t a t u s  of women have in c lu d e d  i n d i c a t o r s  which a re  not
f e a s a b l e  or  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  Hommes (1978)
su g g e s t s  t h a t  s o c i o - p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  of 
d o m in a t io n - s u b o rd in a t io n  need to  be c o n s id e re d .  Her focus
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i s  cn p e r s o n a l  t r a i t s  w ith in  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  
r a t h e r  t h a n  cn dominance with r eg a rd  t o  the  s t r u c t u r i n g  of
the  sys tem. While the  n a tu r e  of th e s e  t r a i t s  and r e l a t i o n s  
i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  t h e i r  assessm ent  cn a n a t i o n a l  s c a l e  i s
beyond th e  scope cf  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  Moreover, th ey  a re  th e
s o r t  of  c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n  which i s  ne t  e a s i l y  i n f lu e n c e d  by
p u b l ic  p o l i c y  or governmental  a c t i o n .
The C i v i l  B ig h ts  Commission (1878) in c lu d e s  i n d i c a t o r s  
cf  housing ( i . e .  heme ownership ,  crowding, e t c . ) . Boulding 
e t  a l .  (1976) and G e i le  and Smock (1977) a l s o  su g g e s t
a d d i t i o n a l  d imensions of  women's s t a t u s .  To economic,
e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  i n d i c a t o r s ,  t h e  former add 
m ig ra t io n ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  r e p r o d u c t io n ,  and m o r t a l i t y  and 
th e  l a t t e r  add h e a l t h ,  sexu a l  c o n t r o l ,  and c u l t u r a l  
e x p re s s io n ,  f e r r i s s  (1971) goes even f u r t h e r  t c  i n c l u d e  such 
a re a s  a s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and ou tdoor
r e c r e a t i o n .
The range of d imensions  c f  the  s t a t u s  of women seems as 
broad a s  th e  number cf  f i e l d s  c f  s o c i e t y  we might i d e n t i f y .  
The a u th o r s  j u s t  c i t e d  su g g e s t  a number of e x c e l l e n t
i n d i c a t o r s .  seme, such a s  m o r t a l i t y  and m ig r a t i o n ,  a r e  more 
a p p r o p r i a t e  to  th e  i n t e r n a t i c n a l  comparisons which the  
a u th o r s  make. O th e r s ,  such as home ownership or s exua l  
c o n t r o l ,  would be u s e f u l  f o r  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  
th e  g a th e r in g  of s t a t e - l e v e l  da ta  cn th e s e  i tems i s  a 
p r o j e c t  r e q u i r i n g  more time and r e s o u r c e s  th an  t h e  p r e s e n t  
r e s e a r c h  a l lo w s .
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This  d i s c u s s i o n  of ’' d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  of s o c i e t y "  
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s t a t u s  o f  men and women can be 
examined w i th in  a wide spectrum o f  s o c i a l  s p h e r e s .  While 
t h e r e  i s  some consensus  t h a t  th e  economic, e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and 
p o l i t i c a l - l e g a l  d imensions of women's s t a t u s  a re  c e n t r a l ,  
t h e r e  i s  l e s s  agreement on a number o f  o t h e r  a r e a s .  The 
range o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  demands t h a t  th e  choice  of  i n d i c a t o r s  
to  be in c lu d e d  r e f l e c t  th e  purposes of th e  r e s e a r c h  a t  hand. 
For t h i s  s tu d y ,  the  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  of  women i n  t h e  key 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i s  c e n t r a l  not  because 1 am i n t e r e s t e d  in  
measuring the  r e l a t i v e  s u p e r i o r i t y  of th e  s e x e s .  B a th e r ,  
th e  r e l a t i v e  s t a t u s  i s  im p o r tan t  because i t  r e p r e s e n t s  the  
n a tu re  of o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  women. Where women
p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e  c e n t r a l  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e i r  l i f e  
o p t io n s  a r e  g r e a t e r  than  where th ey  do n o t .  This  i s  an
im p o r ta n t  ccncern when we t u r n  to  the  i s s u e  of w i f e - b e a t in g  
and the g u e s t i c n  of i n  what c o n t e x t s  do women endure th e  
most v i o l e n c e .
Summary
In  sum, t h e n ,  th e  s t a t u s  c f  women i s  n o t  as simple  or  
c l e a r - c u t  a concept  as the  popu la r  usage of  the  term 
im p l i e s .  Women's s t a t u s  has  teen  rega rded  g u i t e  d i f f e r e n t l y  
a t  d i f f e r e n t  p o in t s  in  t im e .  The p r e s e n t  approach i s  to
rega rd  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women as the  p o s i t i o n  of women as a
group r e l a t i v e  t o  men as  a group in  the  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  o f  
s o c i e t y .  The s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  to  be in c lu ded  in  t h e  S t a tu s  of
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Women Index  a re  the  economic,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and 
l e g a l  d imensions .  While o th e r  dimensions could  be i n c l u d e d ,  
t h e s e  a r e  c e n t r a l  and most a p p r o p r i a t e  to  th e  p r e s e n t  
r e s e a r c h .
Jhe S t a tu s  of Women .as a S o c ia l  I n d i c a t o r
In  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  our d i s c u s s i o n  t u r n s  from th e  
d e f i n i t i o n  of the  s t a t u s  c f  women to  th e  purpose  o f  i t s  
e m p i r i c a l  a sse ssm en t .  In  t h i s  s tu d y ,  a major reason  f o r  th e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c f  an index of women's s t a t u s  i s  t o  develop a 
measureable  v a r i a b l e  f o r  use in  t e s t i n g  im p o r tan t  
t h e o r e t i c a l  q u e s t io n s .  How does women's c u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n  in  
s o c i e t y ,  which i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of  g e n e r a t i o n s  of s t r u c t u r i n g ,  
impact  upon the  l e v e l  of v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives? Does a 
more e g u i t a b l e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  o f f e r i n g  more o p t io n s  to  
wives, reduce  the  l e v e l  o f  v io le n c e ?  Or does such s t r u c t u r e  
t h r e a t e n  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n  of men, r e s u l t i n g  in  
g r e a t e r  v io le n c e ?
These a r e  im po r tan t  i s s u e s  t o  be r e s o l v e d .  Eut, b e fo re  
c o n s id e r in g  the  a c t u a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the  S t a t u s  o f  Women 
Index,  an a d d i t i o n a l  purpose f o r  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the  
index r e g u i r e s  a t t e n t i o n .  The index  developed he re  can be a 
u se fu l  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r  which d e s c r i b e s  the  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  
of women i n  s o c i e t y  and can in  th e  f u t u r e  be r e v i s e d  t o  
a s s e s s  changes in  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n .
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I n  t h e  n e x t  s e c t i o n s ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  growth  of  and u s e s  
f o r  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d *  The a s su m p t io n s  and 
v a lu e s  u n d e r l y in g  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d .  
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  need f o r  a s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  s e x e s  i s  a d d r e s s e d .
The Growth o f  S c c i a l  I n d i c a t o r s
Since  th e  m i d - s i x t i e s  i n t e r e s t  in  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  has 
grown r a p i d l y -  The amount o f  a t t e n t i o n  and work d i r e c t e d  
toward t h e  development of such i n d i c a t o r s  has  been so g r e a t  
t h a t  t h e  a u th o r s  cf an a n n o ta ted  b ib l io g r a p h y  on the s u b j e c t  
go so f a r  as  t o  term i t  " the  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r  movement"
(Wilcox e t  a l . , 1 9 7 2 ) .  While t h i s  may be an e x a g g e ra t io n ,
th e r e  i s  no g u e s t io n  t h a t  t h e r e  has  been a f l o r e s c e n c e  in
t h i s  a r e a .  Cne rea so n  f o r  t h i s  may be th e  f a c t  t h a t  i f
a t t e m p ts  a re  to  be made to  improve s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  through 
the  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  then  some means of a s s e s s in g  those  
c o n d i t i o n s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  (T ip p s :1979) .
The term " s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r "  was coined through analogy 
to  the  term "economic i n d i c a t o r " ,  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  a re  a 
s p e c i a l  type  c f  s t a t i s t i c  which measure and d e s c r ib e  s o c i a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h r e e  pr imary purposes .  According t o  Brook 
(1972), t h e s e  a r e ,  f i r s t ,  they  provide  r e l i a b l e  in fo rm a t io n  
on the  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  cf a f f a i r s  in  s o c i e t y .  That  i s ,  they  
se rv e  a d e s c r i p t i v e  f u n c t i o n .  Second, they  a id  in  a s s e s s in g  
the  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  p o l i c i e s  and programs,  i . e .  t h e i r  
e v a l u a t i v e  f u n c t i o n .  T h i rd ,  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  c a r  p rov ide
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the  r e q u i s i t e  knowledge f o r  planned s o c i a l  change .  Changes 
i n  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  could be monitored i n  th e  sane  manner 
as  economic i n d i c a t o r s  to  warn of p a r t i c u l a r  problems.  
Brooks g r a n t s  t h a t ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  not  
n e a r ly  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  enough to  se rve  a l l  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s .  
However, t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  i s  be ing  deve loped ,  and s o c i a l  
i n d i c a t o r s  do c u r r e n t l y  p rov ide  some a ssessm en ts  of  the  
c o n d i t i o n  of va r io u s  a s p e c t s  of  s o c i e t y  (Tipps:  1979).
The assessment  of  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i s  not  an easy  
t a s k .  I t  i s  more complex th an  th e  a n a l y s i s  of  th e  economy 
a lone ,  which i s  now monitored g u i t e  c l o s e l y .  And from 
r e c e n t  economic developments  we see  t h a t  even p r e c i s e  
i n d i c a t o r s  a re  not t h e  s o l u t i o n s  to  th e  problems, but  j u s t  
s i g n a l s  t h a t  problems e x i s t .  D esp i te ,  or  perhaps  because 
o f ,  th e  enorm ity  of the  c h a l l e n g e ,  the  development of s o c i a l  
i n d i c a t o r s  i s  a v a lu a b le  p u r s u i t .  Sound s o c i a l  p o l ic y  
depends on t h i s  development.
Values and the  Development of s o c i a l  I n d i c a t o r s
S o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  have been d esc r ib e d  as a ty p e  o f  
s t a t i s t i c  which measures t h e  " h e a l th "  o f  s o c i e t y  and 
d i f f e r e n t  components of i t  (Tipps ,  1979; U.S. Commission 
on C i v i l  B ig h ts ,  1978). The assessment  of s o c i a l  " h e a l th "  
i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  connec ted  with some n o t io n  o f  what a 
" h e a l th y "  s o c i e t y  look l i k e .
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There a re  s e r i o u s  prcblems with th e  idea  t h a t  s o c i a l  
i n d i c a t o r s  measure s o c i a l  " h e a l t h " .  There i s  nc reason  t o  
tu rn  t o  t h i s  medical  analogy and the  r e l a t e d  c o ncep ts  t h a t  
i t  c o n ju r e s  up -  d i s e a s e ,  p a th o lo g y ,  e t c .  The id e a  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  an objecti -ve  s t a t e  o f  h e a l th  f o r  s o c i e t y  ob sc u re s  
the  r e a l  i s s u e ,  which i s  t h a t  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  r e f l e c t  
assum ptions  about " th e  good s o c i e t y " .  S o c ia l  i n d i c a t o r s  
cannot  be approached with the  " v a l u e - f r e e "  o r i e n t a t i o n  which 
has been he ra ld ed  in  th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  in  th e  p a s t .  These 
i n d i c a t o r s  r e f l e c t  the  assum ptions  and v a lu es  of  th o se  who 
develop them. The term " h e a l t h "  d i s g u i s e s  t h e s e  values  as  
seme s o r t  of  o b j e c t i v e l y  p o s i t i v e  c o n d i t i o n .
F e r r i s s  (1S71) m a in ta in s  t h a t  s o c i a l  norms p lay  an 
im p o r tan t  p a r t  i n  th e  s e l e c t i o n  and e v a l u a t i o n  of 
i n d i c a t o r s .  M o r t a l i t y ,  f o r  example,  may be viewed es a 
g e n e r a l  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  because  death 
( p a r t i c u l a r l y  premature  death)  i s  e v a lu a te d  n e g a t iv e l y .  
Economic w e l l -b e in g  i s  g e n e r a l l y  d e s i r e d ,  so inccrae becomes 
an im p o r tan t  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r .  The v a lu e s  underly ing  
i n d i c a t o r s  become more a p p a ren t  when t h e r e  i s  l e s s  consensus 
on those  v a lu e s .  For example, th e  growing number of women 
in  th e  pa id  l a b c r  f o r c e  can be tak e n  as an i n d i c a t o r  o f  the  
improving s t a t u s  of  women. O th e rs  may argue  t h a t  the  same 
i n d i c a t o r  r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  d e c l in i n g  s t a t u s  because they  a re  
be ing f o r c e d  to  go o u t  to  work i n s t e a d  of  s t a y in g  s a f e l y  a t  
heme be ing  provided f o r  by t h e i r  husbands.. These opposed 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  s o c i a l  v a lu es  a r e  c e n t r a l  t o
9 3
th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and use of s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s ,  a v a lu e - f r e e  
s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r  i s  an i m p o s s i b i l i t y .
The S t a tu s  cf Women Index developed here  i s  not  a 
v a l u e - f r e e  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r #  nor  can i t  be f o r  rea so n s  I  
have d i s c u s se d  above. I t  i s  based on th e  assumption t h a t  
both sexes  a re  i n h e r e n t l y  c o n p e ta n t  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y  in  
a l l  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  F u r th e r  i t  i s  assumed t h a t  the  
l im i t e d  involvement  o f  women in  th e s e  sp he res  i s  a 
consequence of  s o c i a l  f a c t o r s .  These s o c i a l  f a c t o r s #  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  e x e r c i s e  c f  meta-pcwer by males so as  t o  
r e s t r i c t  women's l i f e  op t ions#  were d i s c u s s e d  i n  seme d e t a i l  
i n  Chapter  I I .
The b a s i c  value u n de r ly in g  t h i s  index  i s  t h a t  th e  
freedom to  choose among a range o f  l i f e  o p t io n s  i s  p o s i t i v e  
and t h a t  l i m i t a t i o n  of o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i s  n e g a t iv e .  Thus i t  
i s  designed to  a s s e s s  the  range  of l i f e  o p t io n s  which a re  
c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  to  women r e l a t i v e  t o  men.
The Need f o r  a S o c ia l  I n d i c a t o r  c f  Women*s S t a tu s
As mentioned above,  work on a v a r i e t y  of s o c i a l  
i n d i c a t o r s  has p r o l i f e r a t e d  in  the  l a s t  few y e a r s .  With the  
p u b l i c a t i o n  c f  S o c ia l  I n d i c a t o r s .  1973. th e  U.S. government 
jo ined  the  expanding group of n a t io n s  t h a t  a re  r e p o r t i n g  
s t a t i s t i c a l  measures cf  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  A subsequent  
r e p o r t  i s s u e d  in  1976 expanded upon th e  e a r l i e r  volume. 
Within t h e  a r e a s  c o n s id e re d  (which ranged from p o p u la t io n ,  
p ub l ic  sa fe ty #  and income to  s o c i a l  mobil i ty#  w e l fa re ,  and
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the  family)  s p e c i f i c  concerns  se re  d e f in ed  and s e l e c t e d  to
r e v e a l  t h e  g e n e ra l  s t a t u s  of the  e n t i r e  p o p u la t io n  (U.S.
Commission on C iv i l  R ig h ts ,  1978) .
As Tipps (1979) p o i n t s  o u t ,  missing from the s o c i a l
i n d i c a t o r  f i e l d  was any focus  upon th e  i s s u e  of s o c i a l
e q u a l i t y  among the v a r io u s  groups t h a t  make up t h e  n a t i o n s
p o p u la t io n .  General  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  can be m is leading
because th ey  tend t o  obscure  th e  very r e a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s
between d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  g ro u p s .  As t h e  U-S. commission on
C i v i l  R igh ts  r e p o r t s ,
t o  the  e x t e n t  t h a t  th e  h a rd s h ip s  a re
c o n c e n t r a t e d  among c e r t a i n  groups,  n a t i o n a l  
f i g u r e s  can lead  to  f a l s e  i n f e r e n c e s  and
c o u n te r p r o d u c t iv e  p o l i c i e s  and a c t i o n s .  The
unemployment r a t e ,  which i s  probably  the  most
widely used s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r  a t  t h i s  t ime, 
p ro v id e s  a s t r i k i n g  example c f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .
Even when unemployment i s  low, th e  r a t e  f o r  
m i n o r i t i e s  i s  t y p i c a l l y  tw ice  t h a t  of th e  white 
p o p u la t i o n .  (1978:2)
In  t h e  p a s t  decade ,  even w i th in  th e  s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r  
f i e l d ,  new va lues  have gained i n  im por tance .  No lo n g e r  i s  
t h e  g e n e ra l  a ssessm ent  of the  s c c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  rega rded  as 
adequa te .  The i s s u e  cf e g u a l i t y ,  o r  lack  t h e r e o f ,  between 
d i f f e r e n t  grcups  i n  s o c i e t y  i s  be ing  taken  i n t o  account*
The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  an i n d e x  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women in  
t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  i s  a s t e p  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  A l though  th e  
r e p o r t  o f  t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  Commission i s  e n t i t l e d  S o c i a l  
I n d i c a t o r s  o f  E q u a l i t y  f o r  M i n o r i t i e s  and Women (1978), and 
does  c o n t a i n  much v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  has  a major  
sh o r tco m in g -  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h a t  work were 
mere c o n ce rn ed  with m i n o r i t i e s  t h a n  w i th  women a s  a g roup in
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and o f  th em se lves .  Even though copious  d a ta  a r e  p r e s e n t e d ,  
the  f i g u r e s  a re  broken down i n  the  t a b l e s  so t h a t  d i r e c t  
comparison of a l l  males a s  opposed to  a l l  females i s  
im p o s s ib le .  One can compare s p e c i f i c  m in o r i ty  groups of  
males and females  ( i . e .  Mexican-American fem ales  vs males 
or m a jo r i ty  females  o r  males) bu t  not  th e  sexes  a s  two 
s e p a r a t e  groups.  The Commission's approach in  p r e s e n t in g  
the  da ta  i s  t e l l i n g  and r e v e a l s  t h a t  male-female  d i f f e r e n c e s  
were n o t  t h e i r  main i n t e r e s t .
The S t a t u s  of Women Index (SWX) i s  des igned to  begin  t o  
f i l l  the  gap in  our knowledge in  t h i s  a r e a .  I t  i s  
s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d  and s p e c i f i c  enough to  be r e c a l c u l a t e d  as  
new census  and o t h e r  da ta  become a v a i l a b l e .  I t  can be a 
u se fu l  i n d i c a t o r  of s c c i a l  change in  th e  s t a t u s  o f  American 
women. F u r t h e r ,  i t  i s  c o n c ise  enough to  be e a s i l y  used as a 
v a r i a b l e  i n  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  on numerous e t h e r  t o p i c s  
b e s id e s  f am i ly  v io le n c e .
Measuring th e  S t a tu s  cf  Women
As mentioned above,  t h e r e  i s  a tw o -fo ld  purpose  f o r  
develop ing  an e m p i r i c a l  measure o f  th e  s t a t u s  c f  women in  
the  U .S . ,  cne purpose being the  fo rm u la t io n  of a s o c i a l  
i n d i c a t o r  cf  women's s t a t u s  and the  o th e r  being the  
o p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of a concep t  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  to  
t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  the  i n d i c a t o r s  making up 
th e  s t a t u s  of  women a re  p r e s e n t e d ,  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  the  
index i s  d i s c u s s e d ,  and i t s  r e l i a b i l i t y  and v a l i d i t y  a re  
examined.
96
I n d i c a t o r s  o f  Women' s S t a t u s
I h e r e  were two main c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  
i n d i c a t o r s :  f i r s t ,  t h a t  t h ey  he of  t h e o r e t i c a l  r e l e v a n c e
and second ,  t h a t  s t a t e - l e v e l  d a ta  be a v a i l a b l e  on them, 
l i s t e d  below a re  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i tem s  which met th e s e  g e n e r a l  
c r i t e r i a .  The i tem s  a re  worded so t h a t  t h e  h ig h e r  th e  
p e rcen tag e  sc o re  f o r  each i t e m ,  th e  h ig h e r  th e  s t a t u s  of 
wcmen. While t h i s  makes f o r  somewhat awkward p h ras ing  f o r  
seme i t e m s ,  i t  f a c i l i t a t e s  th e  m athem atica l  c c n s t r u c t i o n  of  
th e  in d e x .  The so u rc es  f o r  t h e  d a ta  a r e  l i s t e d  in  Appendeix 
E.
Economic Dimension
EC1, % o f  women in  th e  l a t e r  f o r c e
EC2, % fem ale  in  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and t e c h n i c a l  o c cu p a t io n s  
EC.3, % female  in m a n a g e r ia l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o c cu p a t io n s  
EC4, Unemployment: Male r a t e  as  % of female  r a t e  
EC5, Median income: female  as % o f  male, 
f o r  f u l l - t i m e  workers 
IC6, Median income: female  as % o f  male,
f o r  f u l l - t i m e ,  c o l l e g e  g rad ua ted  workers 
EC7, P e r c e n t  of f a m i l i e s  under poverty  l i n e  
n o t  female-headed 
ECX, Economic s t a t u s  c f  wcmen index
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E d u ca t io n a l  Eimension
ED1, High s c h c c l  g r a d u a t io n :  female r a t e  as % of  male r a t e  
ED2£> P o s t - s e c c n d a ry  e n r c l lm e n t :  % female  '
EE3, High schoo l  i n t e r s c h o l a s t i c  a t h l e t e s :  % female  
EE4, High School A d m i n i s t r a t o r s :  % female
EE5, S tu d e n t s  in  t r a d i t i o n a l  male voc-ed c o u r s e s :  5i female  
EEX, E d u c a t io n a l  s t a t u s  o f  women index
P o l i t i c a l  Bimension
PGL1, Members in  U.S. Congress:  % female 
PC12, Memhers c f  s t a t e  s e n a t e :  9? female 
PC13, Memhers of  s t a t e  house: 9? female
PC14, Judges  on major a p p e l a t e  and t r i a l  c o u r t s :  91 female  
EC1X, P o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  c f  women index
Legal Dimension
XI, No o c c u p a t io n s  t a r r e d  to  women
12,  Equal pay laws
13, P a i r  employment p r a c t i c e s  a c t
14 ,  No max. hours  r e s t r i c t i o n s  f o r  females
15,  Proof of r e s i s t a n c e  n o t  r e g .  f o r  rape  c o n v ic t i o n
16, C o r r o t .  t e s t im ony  not  r e g .  f o r  rape  c o n v ic t io n
17, Husband and wife  j o i n t l y  r e s p .  f o r  fam i ly  suppor t
18,  Husband and wife have e q u a l  r i g h t  t o  sue f o r  p e r s .  i n j u r y
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19, Hus. and wife have eg .  r i g h t  t o  sue f o r  l o s s  c f  consor t ium
110, W ife 's  p r o p e r ty  r i g h t s  u n r e s t r i c t e d
111, W ife ' s  r i g h t  t o  use maiden name u n r e s t r i c t e d
112, W ife 's  r i g h t  t o  m ain ta in  se p .  dom ic i le  u n r e s t r .
113, B a t i f i e d  f e d e r a l  Equal R ig h ts  Amendment
114, Passed  a s t a t e  Equal B igh ts  Amendment 
1EGX, l e g a l  s t a t u s  of  wcmen index
C e r t a i n l y ,  the  i n d i c a t o r s  l i s t e d  above a re  n o t  t h e  sum 
t o t a l  of  a l l  p o s s ib l e  i n d i c a t o r s .  However, th e  do cover  
th e s e  f o u r  f i e l d s  c f  s o c i e t y  g u i t e  a d e q u a te ly .  There i s  
some g u e s t i c n  about  whether EC 1, th e  t c t a l  p e rc e n t  of women 
in  the  l a b o r  f o r c e ,  i s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  measure of  women's 
s t a t u s  because  i t  dees not  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n d i c a t e  freedom of 
o p p o r tu n i ty  to  choose paid  employment. I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  f o r  
many women seek ing  employment o u t s i d e  th e  home i s  a m a t te r  
of  n e c e s s i t y .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  i t  has  been in c lu d e d  because 
employment, f c r  whatever  r e a s o n ,  does p rov ide  women with 
some a d v a n ta g e s .  Most i m p o r t a n t l y ,  they  a re  n e t  t o t a l l y  
dependent on t h e i r  husbands income and t h e r e f o r e  ga in  some 
measure of independence .  F u r t h e r ,  they  a r e  no t  i s o l a t e d  in  
t h e i r  homes. By going o u t  to  work, wives ga in  a number o f  
new c o n ta c t s  in  the  o u t s i d e  world. T h e re fo re ,  t h i s  i tem  i s  
co n s id e re d  an im p or tan t  g e n e r a l  i n d i c a t o r .  Whether a woman 
chooses t o  go i n to  r e a l  e s t a t e  or  has to  t a k e  a job a t  a 
f a c t o r y  out  of f i n a n c i a l  n e c e s s i t y ,  does not d im in ish  t h i s  
f i g u r e  a s  an i n d i c a t o r  cf women's s t a t u s .
9 9
S t a n d a r d i z i n g  t h e  In d ex
G a t h e r i n g  th e  d a t a  on t h e s e  i t e m s  and com put ing  t h e s e
i n d i c a t o r s  frcm t h e  raw d a t a  (by form ing  a p e r c e n t a g e  s c o r e  
cu t  of  two v a r i a b l e s ,  f o r  ex am p le ,  f e m a le s  i n  Congress  and 
t o t a l  o f  members i n  Congress )  was t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h e
in d e x  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o c e s s .  The second  s t e p  was t o
t r a n s f o r m  t h e s e  i t e m s  i n t o  a form i n  which th ey  cou ld
l e g i t i m a t e l y  be added i n t o  d im ens ion  i n d i c a t o r s  and ,  
u l t i m a t e l y ,  i n t o  t h e  combined SWX. In  t h e i r  raw form th e  
i t e m s  had g u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  means and d e g r e e s  o f  v a r i a n c e .  In  
e t h e r  words ,  t h e s e  i n d i c a t o r s  needed t o  be s t a n d a r d i z e d .
The most ccmmon approach to  s t a n d a r d i z i n g  raw s c o re s  or  
i n d i c a t o r s  i s  through a Z -score  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  A Z 
t r a n s fo r m a t io n  s t a n d a r d i z e s  i t e m s  to  a mean of  ze ro  and a
s ta n d a rd  d e v i a t i o n  cf  o ne ,  b u t ,  i t  does have some
d i sa d v a n ta g e s .  I t  i s  exp ressed  in  terms of p o s i t i v e  and
n e g a t iv e  numbers which can be awkward to  dea l  w i th .
F u r t h e r , t h e  meaning of  Z -sco re s  i d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  unders tand  
f o r  th o se  n o t  t r a i n e d  in  s t a t i s t i c s .  A Z-score  c f  - 1 . 5  has 
nc i n h e r e n t  meaning. S ince  one o f  th e  purposes  o f  t h e  SWX
i s  t o  be a w i d e ly - a v a i l a b l e  d e s c r i p t o r  of women's s t a t u s ,  
t h i s  i s  an im p o r ta n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
I t  was decided t h a t  a pe rcen taged  Z-score  o r  "ZP" 
s c a l i n g  was the  b e s t  method in  t h i s  c i r c u m s ta n c e .  The ZP 
approach combines t h e  advantage  t h a t  p e rc e n ta g e s  a re  widely 
unders tood and e a s i l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  with the  v a lu a b le  
measurement c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  the  Z -sco re .  The d e s i r e a b l e
100
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of ZP-scores  a re  more s p e c i f i c a a l y  o u t l i n e d  
in  S t r a u s  ( 19801)
(1) Zp s c o re s  have a range  of 0 (Z score
o f < - .2 £ )  t o  100 (Z o f 2 . 5 ) ,  with a mean of 50 and
a s t a n d a rd  d e v ia t i o n  of 20. (2) For th e
n o n - s t a t i s t i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  p u b l ic  i t  w i l l  u s u a l ly  
be s u f f i c i e n t  to  unders tand  t h a t  a s c o re  c f  50 
i s  h a l f  of  th e  maximum p o s s ib l e  s c o r e ,  26 means 
265? o f  the  p o s s ib l e  s c o r e ,  70 i s  705? o f  th e
maximum, 100 i s  th e  h i g h e s t  s c o r e ,  e t c .  (2) The
r e s e a r c h  a n a l y s t  using ZP s c o re s  has th e
ad van tages  of a sco re  which r e t a i n s  the
d i s t r i b u t i o n  and measurement u n i t
c h a r a c t e r s i t i c s  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Z s c o r e ,  with
t h e  e x c e p t io n  cf  grouping  o u t l i e r s  (1980: 1077)
The ZP sco re  i s  c a l c u l a t e d  from th e  raw sco re  by means 
of  th e  f o l lo w in g  fo rm ula :
ZP= (50+ (20* ( (X-M/SL) )) 
where X=raw sco re
M=indicator  mean 
SD=indicator  s t a n d a rd  d e v ia t i o n
The extreme t a i l s  o f  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a re  then  c o l l a p s e d  by 
recod ing  th e  ZP sc o re  a s  f o l lo w s :  (Low t h r u  0=0) (100 t h r u
High=100) .
Having performed the  ZP t r a n s fo r m a t io n  on a l l  s e p a r a t e  
i te m s ,  th ey  are  added i n t o  dimension i n d i c a t o r s  by means of 
the  f o l lo w in g  fo rm u la ,  e x em p l i f ied  by th e  p o l i t i c a l  
dimension index :  POIXZP=(POLZP1+POLZP2+POLZP3+EOLZP4)/4.
The t o t a l  SWX sco re  i s  o b ta in ed  as  f o l lo w s :  
SKX= (ECXZP+EEXZE+PC1XZE+LEGXZP)/4.
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R e l i a b i l i t y
R e l i a b i l i t y  i s  th e  accu racy  or  p r e c i s i o n  o f  a measuring 
in s t r u m e n t .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  r e f e r s  to  how a c c u r a t e ,  on 
average ,  th e  e s t im a t e  c f  th e  t r u e  sco re  i s  i n  a popu la t ion  
c f  o b j e c t s  to  be measured. I t  assumes t h a t  e r r o r s  of 
measurement a r e  independen t  of the  t r u e  s c o r e s  and t h a t  the  
observed sco re  i s  the  sum of  the  t r u e  sco re  and th e  e r r o r  
(Hull and Nie ,  1S79: 11 1) .
The r e l i a b i l i t y  of the  SWX and i t s  d imensions was
a sse s sed  u s in g  th e  SPSS ( S t a t i s t i c a l  Package f o r  the  S o c i a l  
Sciences) subprogram " R e l i a b i l i t y ". The i n i t i a l  a n a l y s i s  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a few of  the  i tem s  d e t r a c t e d  from the  
r e l i a b i l i t y  c f  the  index .  They had very low or  n e g a t iv e  
i t e m - t o t a l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  and lowered th e  a lpha  c o e f f i c i e n t  of 
r e l i a b i l i t y  f o r  the  whole index* These i te m s  were then  
co n s id e re d  in  terms of t h e i r  t h e o r e t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  to  the  
index and th e  concept  of the  s t a t u s  o f  women i n  o rd e r  to  
determin i f  th ey  should  be dropped.
The fo l lo w in g  i te m s  were d e l e t e d :  EC6, EC7, and ED5.
I t  should  be noted  here  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y ,  a s c c i a l  s e r v i c e  
dimension,  i n c l u d i n g  such i tem s  a s  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  b a t t e r e d  
wives s h e l t e r s ,  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s ,  and day c a r e ,  was t o  be
in c lu d ed  in  the  SWX. However, th e  d a ta  a v a i l a b l e  on th e se
i tem s  seemed shakey from th e  s t a r t .  R e l i a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  
confirmed t h a t  im p re s s io n ,  and th e  e n t i r e  dimension was 
dropped.
102
Another problem emerged with the  p o l i t i c a l  i t e m s .  
I t e m - t o t a l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  POL'S and P0I4,  
i n d i c a t o r s  of  women's involvement  in  f e d e r a l - l e v e l  p o l i t i c s  
were s l i g h t l y  n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  POL2 and P0L3, 
i n d i c a t o r s  o f  s t a t e - l e v e l  invo lvem ent .  The d e c i s io n  was 
made to  keep th e  dimension i n t a c t  d e s p i t e  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y .  
The reason  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  not  a b s t r a c t  i tem s  
a t t e m p t in g  to  t a p  a vague co n cep t  such a s  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  
or  I .Q .  These a r e  th e  a c t u a l  measures o f  women's 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  p o l i t i c a l  c f f i c e .  Women's involvement on 
s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  l e v e l s  a re  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  ccmparable .  
These i n d i c a t o r s  show t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  they  a re  ne t  connec ted .  
The n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between th e  two l e v e l s  simply 
r e f l e c t s  r e a l i t y .  These p o l i t i c a l  i n d i c a t o r s  cannot  be 
dropped and r e p la c e d  by o t h e r s ,  because  t h e r e  a re  no o t h e r s  
c f  egu a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  In t h i s  way th e se  i n d i c a t o r s  a re  
q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from those  used in  p e r s o n a l i t y  or 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  measures, where th e  u n iv e r s e  c f  p o s s i b l e  i tem s  
i s  huge.
Table  5 . 1 ,  below, p r e s e n t s  t h e  a lpha  c o e f f i c i e n t s  of 
r e l i a b i l i t y  f c r  th e  dimension i n d i c a t o r s  and t h e  SWX as  a 
whole.
1 0 3
TABLE 5 . 1
R e l i a b i l i t y  c f  th e  S t a tu s  o f  Women Index (SWX) 
and I t s  Dimensions
Index # o f  i te m s  ALPHA
Economic s t a t u s  5 .40
E d u c a t io n a l  s t a t u s  4 .30
P o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  4 .27
Legal  s t a t u s  14 .19
S t a tu s  c£ Women Index 4 .54
C o n s id e r in g  t h e  range  of i n d i c a t o r s  in c lu d e d  i n  the  
S t a tu s  o f  Women Ind ex ,  th e  a lpha  c o e f f i c i e n t  of  .54  i s  q u i t e  
a h i t  h ig h e r  than  ex p ec te d  and a l lo w s  me t o  proceed with 
some co n f id e n ce  t h a t  th e  index i s  r e l i a b l e  r e l a t i v e  t o  most 
measures used in  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s .
V a l i d i t y -
While t e c h n iq u e s  f o r  a s s e s s i n g  a m ea su re 's  r e l i a b i l i t y  
a re  f a i r l y  wel l  developed ,  de te rm in ing  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  a 
measure i s  more d i f f i c u l t .  I n  the  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  two main 
t y p e s  of  v a l i d i t y ,  c o n te n t  and c o n s t r u c t ,  a re  u s u a l ly  taken  
i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
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According to  K e r l i n g e r  (1973) ,  c o n te n t  v a l i d i t y  i s  th e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s  o r  sampling adeguacy of  t h e  c o n t e n t -  the  
s u b s ta n c e ,  t h e  m a t t e r ,  the  t o p i c s -  o f  a measuring 
in s t ru m e n t -  The g u id ing  g u e s t io n  i s ,  i s  t h e  c o n te n t  o f  t h i s  
measure r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the  u n iv e r se  of  c o n t e n t  o f  the  
p ro p e r ty  be ing  measured? C l e a r l y ,  c o n te n t  v a l i d i t y  i s  
b a s i c a l l y  judgementa l  (1973:458-459).
Some u n iv e r s e s  o f  c o n te n t  a r e  mere obvious  and e a s i e r  
t o  a s s e s s  than  o t h e r s .  The c o n te n t  of  the  s t a t u s  o f  women 
i s  f a i r l y  easy  to  judge (compared to  such measures a s  the  
I .Q . )  g iven  the  d e f i n i t i o n  developed e a r l i e r -  The 
i n d i c a t o r s  a re  not  simply a s m a l l ,  h o p e fu l ly  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  
sample of  th e  p o s s ib l e  i t e m s -  They a re  d i r e c t  measures of  
th e  r e l a t i v e  involvement c f  women in  t h e  economy, e d u c a t io n ,  
and p o l i t i c s ,  and th e  degree  of  l e g a l  e g u a l i t y .  K e r l in g e r  
su g g e s t s  t h a t  competent judges  judge t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  th e  
i te m s  in  o rd e r  t o  v a l i d a t e  them. I n  t h i s  s tu d y ,  the  
dimensions and i tem s  were chcsen because e x p e r t s  on the  
s t a t u s  o f  women a re  i n  some consensus  as  t o  t h e i r  importance  
(see  D e f i n i t i o n  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  C h a p te r ) .  Tor th e s e  
r e a s o n s ,  the  c o n te n t  o r  • ' f a c e ” v a l i d i t y  of  th e  SWX seems 
rea so n a b ly  h ig h .
The c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  SWX, on th e  o th e r  hand, 
canno t  be a s se s s e d  a t  p r e s e n t -  C o n s t ru c t  v a l i d a t i o n  i s  not  
s imply a g u e s t io n  of v a l i d a t i n g  a measure; i t  r e g u i r e s  
v a l i d a t i o n  c f  th e  t h e o r i e s  behind t h e  measure 
(K e r l i n g e r ,  1973). The c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y  of an index  canno t
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fee e s t a b l i s h e d  u n t i l  th e  index has  been used i n  a number of 
s t u d i e s  which c o n s id e r  v a r io u s  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r e p o s i t i o n s  
u s ing  t h e  index .  I f  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a re  
su p p o r te d ,  the  index i s  s a i d  to  have c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y .  A 
problem with c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d a t i o n ,  however,  i s  t h a t  
unexpected r e s u l t s  may be due to  i n c o r r e c t  t h e o r e t i c a l  
assumptions  r a t h e r  than  the  i n v a l i d i t y  of th e  measure. At 
any r a t e ,  th e  c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d a t i o n  of  th e  SWX a w a i t s  f u r t h e r  
r e s e a r c h .
How th e  S t a t e s  Rank on t h e  S t a tu s  of Women
The d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t i s t i c s  r e g a rd in g  s t a t e  r a n k in g s  on 
th e  v a r io u s  i n d i c a t o r s  and dimensions of th e  S t a t u s  of Women 
Index,  a s  w e l l  a s  on the  index as  a whole, a r e  p re s e n te d  in  
t h i s  s e c t i o n .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  l i s t i n g  o f  s t a t e s  from 
h ig h e s t  t o  l c w e s t  on women's s t a t u s ,  a long with t h e i r  raw 
s c o r e s ,  a r e  given f c r  the  economic, e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and 
p o l i t i c a l  i t e m s .  For example, in  Table  5 .2 ,  Alaska ranks  
f i r s t  on EC 1, 5?of women in  t h e  l a t e r  f o r c e ,  with a s c o r e  of 
70. This  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  705? of Alaskan women a re  employed. 
This  f i g u r e  can then  be compared with a l l  e t h e r  s t a t e  
s c o r e s ,  down t c  West V i rg in ia  a t  425?.
On some of th e  i tem s  the  t c p  score  i s  over  100. For 
example. South D a k o ta ' s  sco re  on ED1 i s  122. This  f i g u r e  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  fo r  every  cne-hundred males who g radua ted  
from seccndaxy sc h o o l ,  cne-hundred and twenty- two fem ales  
g ra d u a te d .  Note t h a t  i t  would be p o s s ib l e  f o r  the  s c o re s  on
TABLE 5 . 2
-X- Women i n  
Labor go rce
o n  t h e  E c o n o m i c  S t a t u s  o f  Women I t t oins
7 C • A L A S
6 2 . O . C .
6 2 . W YC
6 1 . C CL C
6 1 • M I N'N
60 • NEV
60 . hi A 'A A
59 . w i s
5 9 . N . C .
s e . n e u r
5 8 . I C W A
5 7 . VA
5 7 . N . H .
57 . VT
5 7 . MCNT
5 7 . □ REG
5 7 . K ANS
5 7 . I D A
5 7 . MD
5 7 .  . S . D .
5 6 . UTAH
56 . TEX
5 6 . CAL
56 . S . C  .
5 5 . N a 0 .
5 5 . MAS S
5 5  • ME
5 5 . R .  I .
5 5 . CCNN
5 5  . GA
5 5 . MC
5 5 . I NO I
54 . C K L  A
5 4 , I L L
54 . D EL
5 4 . WASH
5 2 . N . M .
5 2 . AH I Z
5 2  . M I C h
6 2 . TENN
5 2 . N . J .
52 • M I S S
5  1 • ARK
5  1 • N . Y  .
5 0 . C H I  C
5 0 . T L A
5 0 . ALA
4 9 . PA
4 e . LA
4 6 . KY
42 . V.. VA
Z  Women i n Z  Women i n
p r o f ,. / T e c h . O e c . M a n a t f . / A d m i n . Occ .
5 4  . ARK 2 4 . 0  . C  .
5 0  • N . C  • 2 9 . W. VA4 9 . N E C R 2 8 . ALA
4 9 . M I S S 2 8  . HAWA
4 8 . F L A 2 7  . M I S S
4 8 . KY 2 6 . KY
4 8 . MO 2 6 . WYO
4 7 • S  .  C . 2 6 . MU
4 7 . u.c. 2 c . CAL
4 6 . I C V\ A 2 6  • AL A S
4 6 . GA 2 5 . N . M .
4 6 . K AN S 2 5 . AR I 2
4 6 . N . D  . 2 4  • NEV
4 6  . S . D . 2 4 . C C L C
4 6 . MC 2 4  . 0  RE G
4 5 . T E N N 2 4 . VT
4  5 . N .  Y • 2 4 . ARK
4 2 . R • I • 2 4  . T E X
4 3 . W I S 2 4  . T E N N
4 3 . VT 2 4  • NEI J P
4 3 . Cl-  1 0 2 3  . N . C .
4 3 . ALA 2 2 . N . Y .
4 2 . OKLA 2 2  . S . 0  •
4 2  • W . V  A 2 2 . WI S
4 2 . MI NN 2 1  • S . c .
4 2 . P A 2  1 • I L L
4 2  • N . H . 2 1  a M I C H
4 2 . MAS S 2  1 • OKLA
4 2  • I ND I 2  1 • LA
4  I • N . J . 2 1 . MUNT
4 I • VA 2 1  • MO
4  1 • M I CH 2 0  . D E L
4  1 . LA 2 0 . GA
4 1 • NEV 2 0  • N . H .
4 I • TEX 2 0 . I OA
4  1 • MCNT 2 0 . K A N S
4 1 • C C L C 2 0  • W ASH
4 1  . I L L 2 0 * VA
4 0 . CA L 2 0  • N .0 •
4 0 . A L A S 2 0 . ME
4 0  . CRCG 1 9 . F LA
4 0 . CCNN 1 9  . Oh 1C
4 0 . HAWA 1 9 . PA
3 9 . MO 1 9 . MAS S
2 9 . WASH 1 9  • M I N N
3 9 . WYO 1 8 . 1CWA
3 7 . I OA 1 8 . I N O  I
3 7 . UTA H 1 7 . ( 3 . 1 .
3 5  . D E L I 7 . UTAH
2 5 . N . M . 1 6 . N . J .
J 3 . AH I 2 1 6 . CCNN
Unet np.  : M a l e  R a t e M e d i a n I n c o m e :
a s  % o f F e m a l e  R a t e F e m a l e a s  % o f  Mx
1 0 2 . A L A S
5 9 . O . C . 7 8  . U . C  •
5 8  . P A 6 6  . ‘ N . J .
9 7 . HAWA 6 5 . VT
6 8 . s . c . 6 5  • N . Y .
8 6 . N . Y . 6 4  . TENN
>13. c a l 6 2 . MD
6 2 . NF V 6 2  . GA
7 9  . CCN N 6 1 . N . C  .
7 9  . F L A o  1 . *1 I C H
7 5  . N . H . o  1 . S . C .
7 9  . M INN 6  1 . M AS S
7 5  . W I s 6  I . ARK
7 8 . N . C  • 6 0 . F L A
7  6 . VT 6 0 . M I S S
7 6 . AR1 Z 6 0  . VA
7 7  . M AS S 6 0 . PA
7 6  . R .  I . 5 9 . N . H .
7 6 . MU 5 9 . ALA
7 5  . I L L 5 9  . ME
7 5 . C C L C 5 9  . OKLA
7 4  . WASH 5 8  • CAL
7 4  . ARK 5  6 . KY
7 4  .  
7 1 .
K Y
N • M .
5  6 .  
5 8 .
M I NN 
NEV
7 1 . GREG 5 6 . N . M .
7 0 . M I C H 5 8  . CJH I C
7 0  . I C W A 5 8 . C C L C
7 C • TENN 5 5 . KANS
6  5 . GA ->0 • HAU A
6 9 . NEfcR 5 8 . A M  Z
6 6 . D E L 5 8 . CCNN
6 7 . MD 5  8  . I ND I
6 7 . UT AH 5 8  . Wl S
6 6  . VA 5 7 . N E E  R
6 6  . N . J . 5 7 . S . D .
6  5 . C h  I C 5 7  . TEX
6  4 . W .  VA 5 7  . R .  I .
6 2  . 1 DA 5 7 . ML
6 1 . ML 5 6 . N . C .
5  9  . MUNT S t . I CM A
6 9  . LA 6 5 . I DA
5 6  . I ND 1 5 5  • MCNT
5 5  . T E X 3 5 . U R F G
5  3 . ALA 5 5  • A L A S
5  1 . WYO 5 5  . D E L
4 8  • N . n . 5 5 . W .  V 4
4 7 . KANS 5 5  • •WASH
4 6 . CKL A 5 4 . I L L
% 5  . M l S S 5 4  . v»YC
4 3 . S . D . 5 3  .  
AC.




TABLE 5 . 3
S t a t e  R a n k i n g s  o n  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  S t a t u s  o f  Women I t e m s
H i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d s . :  P o s t - S e c o n d a r y  E n r .
F e m a l e  r a t e  a s  X o f  M. % F e m a l e _______
1 2 2 .  
1 2 0 .
S . D .  
N . 0  . 1 1 9 . AL A S
1 1 2 . VT 1 0  3 . VT
1 1 2 . MUNT 9 0 . MO
1 1 1 . M I NN 9 5 . VA
l i t * ! CWA 9  1 • N . Y .
1 1 0 * N E U R 9 0 . M I S S
1 1 0 * *'E 9 0 . N . J .
1 1 0 . W VC 9 0 . N EV
1 0 9 * W I S 9 0  • CCNN
1 0*1 , A L A S 0 9 . MI N N
1 0 7 . U R E G e u . I LL
1 0 7 . I DA 0 7  . WASH
1 0 0  • N . C . 0 7 . K Y
1 0 0 . M I C H u e . ARK
1 3 6  . N . H  • 0 5 . K A N S
1 0 £ • K V 0 5 . D E L
1 0 5 . VA 0 5  . V. .  V A
1 0 5 . W .  V A 0 4  • LA
1 0 4  . KANS 0 4  • GA
1 OA . CCNN 0 3  • MAS S
1 0 4  . D . C . 0  3 . KY C
1 0 4 . M AS S 0 2 . MR EG
1 0 3 . WASH 0 3  . M I C H
1 0 3 . CH I C 0 2 . N . M .
1 0 2 . C O L O 0 2  . C A L
1 0 3  • M I S S >32 • I DA
1 0 3 . TENN 0 2 . P A
1 0 3 . ARK 8 1  . N . M .
1 0 2  . PA 0 1 • N . D  •
1 0 2 . D E L 0 0  • T E NN
1 0 2  . NEV 0 0  • MCNT
1 0 2 . T L A 7 9 . OH I C
1 0  1 • HAWA 7 9 . W I S
1 3 1 . A R I Z 7 0  • 1 ND 1
1 0 1 . MU 7 0 . HAWA
1 0  1 . N . I . 7 0  . ME
1 0 0  . CKL A 7 7 . F L A
1 0 0 . I ND I 7 6 . IOWA
1 0 0  . UTAH 7 6  • MC
1 0 0 . ML) 7 6  • N Ci l R
9 9 . N . Y . 7 5  . S . C .
> 0  • CAL 7 5  • C C L C
9 9 . S . C . 7 6*. TEX
9 9 . I L L 7 5  • ALA
0 9  . N . M . 7 5 . A P I  2
9 9 . N . J . 7 4  • N . C .
9  9 . LA 7 3  . D . C  .
9 9 . ALA 7 2 . OKLA
9 C . TEX 7 3 . S . D .
9 5  . G A 7 0  . F .  1 .
o e * U I a h
U . S .  I n t e r s e h o l . U . S . A d m i n i s t r a t e
A t h l e t e s : % F e m a l e % F e m a l e
4 9 . I C W a
4 4  . K AN S 2 0 . M I C H
4 2  . VT 2 0 . WASH
4 2 . MC 1 0 . C CNN
4 1 . D . C . 1 6 . CAL
4 1 • N . M . 1 0  . CU L U
4 0 . TEX 1 5 . Ml)
4 0 . S . D  . 1 4 • U R  E G
4 0  . M O M I 3 • AN 1 1
3 0 . A L A S 1 3 . t LA
3  0 . CCLC. 1 2 . AL A S
3 0 . N .  H. • 1 2 . N . C .
3 7 . Ni .HI . 1 2 . WYO
3 7 . MI NN 1 2 . N .  M .
3 7 . N . Y . 1 I • UTAH
3 5  . W ASH 1 I . OKLA
3 5 . CKL A 1 I • TEX
3 5 . N • 0  • 1 0 . T E N N
3 4  . HD 1 C . M 1 NN
3 4  . MAS S 1 0  . N .  J  .
3 4  . K Y 1 0 . (> A
3 4  . CCNN 1 0 . N . Y .
2 4 . I 0  A 1 0 . K A N 5
3 3  . P  A 1 0 . s . c .
3 2 . I L L 9  . VT
J  ’  . MO o  . NEV
3 3 . Vv 1 s 9 . I NO 1
3 2 . WYC U A S S
3 2  . F L A 9  • CH I C
3 2  . I ND I 9 . M I S S
2 2 . d e l 9  • N . I .
3 2  . M I CH 0 . W I S
3 2 . GA 0 . VA
3 1  . R .  I . B . MU
3 0  . h  A V. A e . MCN I
2 9 . CH I C 0  . N . 0  .
2 9 . TENN 0  • 1 C v. A
2 9 . All I I 7 . N . H .
2 0 . CHE 6 7 . Mf
2 8  . U I A h 7 • I LL
2 7 . NEV 7 . V. .  V \
2 7 . N . C . 7 . D . C .
2 7 . M 1 s  c 7 . ALA
2 0 . N . J . 6 . LA
2 6 . CAL c. • NE C K
2 0 . V A 6 . PA
2 5 . AKK 6 . S . 0  •
2 4  . S . C . 0  . 1 DA
2 4 . LA 5 . KY *
2 0 . W .  VA 5  • ARK
1 5 . ALA 5  . i 1 A V A
2 . ‘MIL
TABLE 5 . 4
S t a t e  R a n k i n g s o n  t h e  P o l i t i c a l S t a t u s  o f  Women I t e m s
U . S . C o n g r e s s : S t a t e S e n a t e : S t a t e  Hou s c : J u d g e s  o n Mj r . .  Ap[:
Z  F e m a l e % P e r c a l e % '•‘e m a l e a m i  T r i a l f i t s . : %
3 0  • MC 2 0 . A P I  /, 2  7 . n  . n  • 1 C . H . I .
2 0 .  




C C L C
1 7 • 
1 C .
1 4  .
N . H .
H A h  A 
WASH
2  I .
i e  •
1 7  .
CCNN 
C O L O  
V I






1 2 . N . J . 1 4 . CCNN 1 7 .  1 7 .  
1 6 .  
1 6 .  
1 6  .





1 0  .  
1 0  .
M A S S  
u  i; t: g
M E
Vi ASH 
N .  0  • 
N . C .
ij F E G 






m o m  r
4 • D . C .
M I CH
7 • M A S S 1 0 . NF.V 3 . ‘1C
e*j  • N . Y  • 1 0 . D L L 3 • 1 LA
4 . CAL y . N . C . I E .  1 E . 
1 5 .
t >
3  . I NU I
4  • 
4  •
OH I C  
I L L
u .  
e •
R .  I .
I CWA
3  • 
2 .
«v ASH 
S . O .
4 . TEX 7 . VT i -  *1 J  •
i **
2  . 1 CNN
0  . UT AH e . MO 2 • N . Y .
C . HAWA 6  • MC 1 w.  1 '1 2 • N . C .
0 .
0 .
I C W A 
A K 1 2
6 .  
6  .
U l  S 
N . 0  •
I J .  
1 2 . 
1 2 .  
1 1 .  
1 0  • 
1 0  » 
1 0 .  
1 C .  
9  .
2  • 
2 .
CAL
M I S S
C . CCNN 6  . I N C ! to • V A I D A  
I L L  
w 1 S 




S . O .
2  • OH I C











N . J .
0 . A L A S 6 . S . D . 1 • 1 N N
0  • 
c .










0 . M I NN 5 . A L A S 1 . KY
0  • M I S S 5  • N . Y . 9  . 1 • C (J L C
0 . D E L 5  » F L A a  • 8  •
11 •
1 • CCNN
◦ . MONT 4 . N E P R S . C . 1 . ALA
0  • AFK 4  • MONT KANS 1 • to I S
0 . ALA 3  . UTAH E • A L A S  M 1 NN 0 • K ANS0  • N . I N 2 . a YC 7 • 0 . I C A A
0  • 
0 .
NEV 







M I CH  
UH JIJ c . 0 ♦
TF X
mi .:
0 • MC 2 . OH I C 7 .•7 KY 0 . ALA S
0 . N . C  • 3 .  * M I NN f  • In . I .U 1 AH 
TLX 
M A S S 
CAL 
I ND I 
UKL A 
N .  V .  
C A 
P A
0 . HA aA
0 . N . D . 2 . AUK 7 . 0  . toYO
0 • M I C  h 3  . K Y ^  * 0 . V A
c . CKL A 3 . LA 0 . MAS S
0 . U P E G 2 . CA L u  •fX 0  . S . C .
0  • 
0 .
P A 
U • 1 •
3 .  
2  .
KANS
N . J . i \r.
0 .  
0  •
1 DA 
to  .  VA
0  • S . C  . 2 . N . M . u  . L .
c
0  . N .  v  .
0  • S . O . 2 . CKL A c . HUN 1
0 . GA 2  . PA •/, 0  • NL V
0  . F L A 2 . ' GA • 1 1 ;  1 :*< 0 . N l :  12 *5
c . WASH 0 . 55.  C . 4 . N . Y .ALA 
1 CNN 
AUK
0 • L 1 A H
0 . VT 0 . ALA 2 . 0  . 0  L L
0  • V A 0 • VA o 0  . N •  L» •
0 • ViYC 0  • M I CH £  .o 0 . M S
0 . V\ •  V  A 0 . t o .  VA <. •  1 •
f>* I S  s
LA 0  . VT0  • .V I ‘J 0 . M I S S c .  
0  .
LA 
N .  I .
F e m a l e
uvnL,D _> . j
S t a t e  U a n k l n g s  o n  t h e  D i m e n s i o n s  a n d  o u  
t l f e  O v e r a l l  S t a t u s  o f  '.-.’ome n  T n d c x
E c o n o m i c  
o f  Women
S t a t u s
oo .  
6 8 .  e 7.64 • 
6 4 .6 J •
6  3  .  62.
6  0 •  
6  3 .  
S€.  
5 7  .  
5 7  .  
5 6 .  
5 5  • 
5 4 .  
5 4  • 53 .  
5 2 .  
6 2 .  
5 2  .  
5 1  .  
5  1 .  
6 0  • 
4 5 .  
4  9  • 
4  R .  
4 b .  
4  7 .  
4 6 .  
4 5 .  
4 4  .
4 2 .
4 3 .  43 .  
4 2 .  
4 2  .  
4 1 .  
4  1 • 
4  0  •
4  0 .
2 5 .  25 . 3»» .
1 6 .  2 6. 
3 2 .  
2 5 .  
2 7 .
B . C . ’












C C L C
M I S S
U I S







M I CH 
MC





fv • I •
TCX5.0.
N . M .WYO
AR I 2
CCNN
C K L  A
N . O .
C H I C
I L L
MCNT
W .  VA
I N C  1WASHIDA
UE L
UTAHLA
E d u c a t i o n a l  S t a t u s  
o f  WomenTT,
7 4  .
6 7 .60 .
6 4  •




6 0  .
5 9 .
5 8  •
5 7 .
5 7 .
5 6  •
5 5 .
5 4  .
5  3  .
P o l i t i c a l  S t a t u s
b 1 • 
53 .
5  C • 
5 0 .  
4  3 .  
4 9  .  
4 0  .
4 6 .  
4 b .
. 4 7  .
4 7 .  
4 7 .  
4  5  • 
4 5 .  
4 5 .  
•4 4 • 
4 4  • 
4 4  .  
4  3 .  
4 2 .  
4 2 .  
4 2 .  
4 2  • 
3 0 .  
3 9 .  
3 0  .  
3 7 .  26. 
3 0  .  
3  4  • 
3 4  • 
2 4  •
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A L A S  
Vi ASH 
CCNN 
M I NN 




N . D .
MCNT 
* YC 
S . C .
C C L C
ME
C RE G 
N . M .  
N . Y  .  
N . H .
V A





C . C .
1 0  A
TCX
M I S S
N F V
N . C .
TCNN
C K L  A
N . J .
I L L  
Al< I 2 
C H I C  
P A 




ft . VA  
K .  I .  
UT AH 
HAL* A LA 
S . C .  
ALA
n f  Uninpn
7 9  . AN 12
71 . MU
6 9  . N . H .
6  7 . WASH
o f . . C C L C
6  0 . CCNN
( l b  . UR EG
u  1 . N . I .
6  0  . N . J .
6 0 . N . C .
5 0 . HAW A
6 5 . 1 l .A
5  3  . U EL
6 2 • KCUK
5 2 . M A S S
r. n KANS
3 2  . Nf iV
5 2  . VT
6 1 • ME
5  0 . I U V. A
5 0  . K .  1) .
4  9 . O . C .
4  0 . I L L
4 9 . S . C .
4 b . I CNN
4 3 • ARK
4 b . 1 NO I
4 b  • N . Y .
4 0 . U H I C
4 7 . CAL
4 6  • V> I s
4 6  • I D A
4 6 • P A
4 5 . It I CF
4 4 . MUN T
4 2 . MU
4 2 . T E X
4 2 . M I NN
4 1 • VJ YU
4 1 • A L A S
4 1 . LA
4  1 • KY
4 0  . CKL A
4 0 . V. .  V A
3 0 . U 1 AF
3 9 . GA
2 7 . VA
3 7  . N . M .
3 6  . S . C .
3 6  . M I S S
3  3 . A L A
L e g a l  S t a t u s
n f l J n p i n n
S t a t u s  o f  
Women I n d e x  (SWX)
1 0 0 .  A L A 6
b  9 •  N . J .
7 b .  OE L
7 3 .  V. I S
7 b .  CCNN
6 6 .  C C L C
6 6 . V. A S F
6  6 .  f J . l t .
6 6  • C 41.
6 C .  0  • I) •
6 6 .  H Av«4
6 6 .  I NO I
6 6 •  M AS S
6 6 . Nl i HP
6 2 .  ;vYi:
5  5 .  N . Y .
5 5  • HO
5 5 .  A KI  2
5 5 .  I 0  tr. A
6 b .  MlN'N
5 5 .  U.'H w
6 5 .  P A
6  5  • F L A
6  5 .  KANS
ii b . fv . I «
5 0 .  M I C  F
5 0 .  VT
4 4 .  AI \ f.
4 4 .  K Y
4 4 .  T E N N
4  4 .  N . O .
4 4 .  I OA
4 4 .  U P  1 0
*♦ 4 .  G A
4 4  • MON T
4 4 .  MU
4 4 .  1 CX
4 4 .  M E
3 3 .  UTAH
3 3 .  I L L
2 2 .  M I S S
3 3 .  C . C .
2  3 .  V A
3 3 .  N . M .
2 1 .  NuV
2 1 .  N . C .
2 1 .  CKLA
2  1 .  ft .  V A
2 1 .  o  • •
1 0 .  LA
1 C .  * I *
7 0 . a i. a r>
6 2 . C C N N
6  1 • MU
6 1 . V T
6 1 • C C L C
6  0 . N . J .
6  C. N . H .
5  0  . WASH
5  7 . V.‘ I s
6 7 . NO OP
5 b . HAWA
5 b . OF LG
6 5  . A:? I 2
5 0 . M A S r-
5 0 . N . Y .
5 5 . U . C .
0 4  . CAL
5  4 . S . D .
5  3  . 1 C W A
5  2 . MI NN
5  2 . K L\*S
5  2 . 1 L A
5 2 . M I C F
5  1 . .. Y U
6 0  . U L L
S C . ME
•T J • 1 I .NN
M *7 • N . I .
4 V . • MK
4' } . : r . ’j  i
4 9 . P A
4 b  • N . D .
4 b . N . C .
4 7 . MON 1
4 6  . KY
4 b . GA
4 5 . MU
4 4 • NLV
<♦ 4 • T O
4 4 . O F  I C
4 1 . 11: a
4 2 . M 1 S S
4 2 . VA
* 1 . K • d  .
4 1 . I L L
3 0  . f» .  C .
2  6  . C k l a
2 4 . h . V A
3 4  . UT Ah
2 b . ALA
•» L A
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a l l  i t e m s  to  exceed 100 i f  th e  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  of women 
were s u p e r i o r  t c  t h a t  o f  men- Such s c o r e s  a re  h ig h ly  
u n l i k e l y ,  however.
The rank ing  on th e  l e g a l  dimension cannot  be 
i n t e r p r e t e d  in  te rm s of raw s c o r e s ,  however. The i n d i v i d u a l  
l e g a l  i t e m s  were sc o red  simply in  terms o f  whether  th e  
s p e c i f i c  laws d e sc r im in a te d  by sex.. In o r d e r  to  summarize 
t h i s  mass of in f o r m a t io n ,  the  t o t a l  dimension index  i s  g u i t e  
u s e f u l -  I t  ranks  the  s t a t e s  by t h e i r  ZP s c o r e s  on th e  
combined i t e m s .  The s t a t e  of Michigan, with i t s  s c o re  of 
50, had the  average  of d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  law s .  A la sk a ’ s 
sco re  of 100 does n o t  mean t h a t  a l l  of i t s  laws were sex 
e g u a l ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  had th e  h i g h e s t  p o r t i o n  of  e g a l i t a r i a n  
laws.
S i m i l a r  s t a t e  r a n k in g s  a r e  g iven  f o r  t h e  economic,  
e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  dimension i n d i c a t o r s .  The 0 to  
100 ra n k in g s  on th e s e  i n d i c e s  a re  th e  ZP s c o r e s .  A s c o r e  of  
100 means t h a t  t h a t  s t a t e  had th e  h i g h e s t  combinat ion  of 
va lues  on the  s e p a r a t e  i tem s ,  not  t h a t  t h a t  s t a t e ’s s t a t u s  
o f  women i s  10052 of  what i t  might b e .  F i n a l l y ,  the  s t a t e  
r a n k in g s  on th e  S t a t u s  cf Women Index  a re  a l s o  p re s e n te d  in  
term s of ZP s c o r e s .
The t a b l e s  which f e l l o w  p r e s e n t  t h e  s t a t e  r a n k in g s  on 
th e  i n d i v i d u a l  i tem s  as w e l l  as  th e  dimension i n d i c a t o r s  and 
th e  t o t a l  S t a t u s  of Wcmen Index.  The d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t i s t i c s  
and ra n k in g s  a re  f a i r l y  s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y .  The s c o re s  on the  
i n d i v i d u a l  i te m s  p rov ide  c o n c r e t e  f i g u r e s  f o r  s t a t e s  which
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w i l l  be c f  g e n e ra l  i n t e r e s t  to  th e  p u b l i c  as well  as to
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  concerned with p a t t e r n s  of  se x u a l  i n e q u a l i t y .
I n  th e  economic sp h e re ,  f o r  example, t h e r e  has been 
much p u b l i c i t y  abou t  the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n a t i o n a l  gap 
in  the  e a rn in g  cf  male and female  f u l l - t i m e  w orkers .  Table 
5 .2  p r e s e n t s  t h i s  gap by s t a t e  and shows t h a t  s t a t e s  vary  
g r e a t l y  i n  e a rn in g  e q u a l i t y  between th e  sexes .  Washington, 
D.C. ran ks  h i g h e s t  a t  18%. That i s ,  f u l l - t i m e  working 
women t h e r e  ea rn  78 c e n t s  f o r  eve ry  d o l l a r  earned  by men 
working f u l l - t i m e .  The D i s t r i c t  c f  Columbia a l s o  ranks  high 
cn the  pe rcen tage  cf  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  t e c h n i c a l ,  and
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  employees who a re  fem ale .  Perhaps  th e  high 
p ro p o r t io n  of the  p o p u la t io n  t h e r e  employed by t h e  f e d e r a l  
government accoun ts  f o r  t h i s  narrcwed gap.
I n  c o n t r a s t ,  women i n  L ou is iana  e a rn  on ly  h a l f  as  much 
as  men i n  t h a t  s t a t e  when they a re  employed f u l l - t i m e .  Yet, 
L o u i s i a n a ' s  p ro p o r t io n  cf women i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  t e c h n i c a l ,  
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j c b s ,  while  lew, does n o t  rank in  the  
bcttom t h i r d .  This  i m p l i e s  t h a t  the  male-female e a rn in g s  
gap i s  n o t  simply e x p la in a b le  in terms of th e  ty p es  of jobs  
women t h e r e  o b t a i n .
The a n a l y s i s  of  s t a t e  p a t t e r n s  i s  f a s c i n a t i n g .
However, the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of p a r t i c u l a r  p a t t e r n s  i s  not  a
c e n t r a l  aim c f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  and w i l l  ne t  he persued  
f u r t h e r  h e re .  The ccnseguences  of  s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  i n  
s t a t e s ,  documented in  t h e s e  t a b l e s ,  f o r  th e  l e v e l  of 
v io le n ce  a g a i n s t  wines i s  our main concern and w i l l  be
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explored  i n  th e  nex t  two c h a p t e r s .
Summary
In  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  the  s t a t u s  c f  women was d e f in e d  as  th e  
p o s i t i o n  women have as a group,  compared with t h e  p o s i t i o n  
of  men as a group, i n  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  cf  s o c i e t y  (Hommes, 
1S78). The p r e c i s e  meaning of  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  was d i s c u s se d  
in  some d e t a i l ,  and th e  v a r i e t y  c f  i n d i c a t o r s  which have 
heen used to  measure women's s t a t u s  were c o n s id e re d .
The development cf  an index cf  women's s t a t u s  as  an 
im p o r tan t  s c c i a l  i n d i c a t o r  was a l s o  d i s c u s s e d ,  r e s p i t e  the  
enormous growth of s c c i a l  i n d i c a t c r s  i n  th e  l a s t  decade ,  
i n d i c a t o r s  of  s o c i a l  e g u a l i t y  ( e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  the  sexes)  
have been l a r g e l y  o v e r looked .  The no t io n  t h a t  s o c i a l  
i n d i c a t o r s  canno t  be v a lu e - f r e e  and th e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  
were a l s o  c o n s id e re d .
I n d i c a t o r s  of the  s t a t u s  o f  women, f a l l i n g  i n t o
economic, e d u c a t i o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and l e g a l  d imensions were 
p re s e n te d .  The method of c o n s t r u c t i n g  th e  index was
e x p la ined  in  some d e t a i l  and th e  i s s u e s  of r e l a i l i l i t y  and 
v a l i d i t y  were examined.
The f i n a l  s e c t i o n  of  the  c h a p te r  in c lu d e d  th e  ra n k in g s  
c f  the  s t a t e s  on i d i v i d u a l  i te m s  and th e  o v e r a l l  S t a tu s  of  
Wcmen In d e x .  How the s t a t u s  of women i s  r e l a t e d  to
w i f e - b e a t in g  i s  the  s u b j e c t  o f  the  remainder  of t h e  s tu d y .
CHAPTER VI
THE STATUS CF WOKEN ANE EOHESTIC VIOLENCE:
THE AGGREGATE LEVEL ANALYSIS
I n  t h i s  c h a p te r  the  focus  t u r n s  from a d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
th e  s t a t u s  c f  women to  an a n a l y s i s  of th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between t h a t  s t a t u s  and the  amount of  v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  
wives. In  p a r t ,  th e  e x p lo r a to r y  mode of d a ta  a n a l y s i s  
d e t a i l e d  by Hartwig and Dearing (1979),  i s  u t i l i z e d  h e re .  
The s a l i e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h i s  approach i s  t h a t  i t  
a l lows f o r  a wide range  of  a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n s .  I t  i s  
n e t  i n te n d e d  to  t e s t  r i g i d  h yp o th eses ,  t u t  r a t h e r  to  uncover 
a s  much about  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  v a r i a b l e s  as 
p o s s i b l e .  V isua l  d i s p l a y  of da ta  i s  an im p o r ta n t  t o o l  f o r  
t h i s  purpose* This does no t  mean t l a t  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  
i s  ig n o r e d ,  but  t h a t  s t a t i s t i c s  a lone  a re  no t  eguated  with 
d a ta  a n a l y s i s .  M u l t i v a r i a t e  s t a t i s t i c a l  t e c h n iq u e s  a re  used 
where a p p r o p r i a t e  and r e s u l t s  a re  r e p o r t e d  i n  c o n ju n c t io n  
with g raph s .  Through a combination of e x p lo r a to r y  
t e c h n iq u e s  and s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  th e  complex 
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the  v a r io u s  d imensions of  the  
s t a t u s  o f  women, v io le n c e ,  and s e v e r a l  c o n t r o l  v a r i a b l e s  
such a s  u r b a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t e  per  c a p i t a  income can b e s t  be 
dec ip he red .
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1 1 4
The i s s u e  c f  v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  husbands i s  a l s o  taken  up 
in  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  F in d in g s  re g a rd in g  v io le n c e  try wives a re  
re p o r t e d  where they  he lp  make sense  of th e  d a ta  on v io le n c e  
a g a i n s t  them.
Violence A ga ins t  H ives: How th e  S t a t e s  Bank
Before  tu r n in g  to  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between women’ s 
s t a t u s  and v io lence  i t  i s  im p o r tan t  to  examine s t a t e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  in  r a t e s  of v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives.  
H i f e - b e a t i n g ,  i t  t u r n s  o u t ,  i s  not a homogeneous f a c e t  of 
American l i f e .  B a th e r ,  i t  v a r i e s  i n  amount from s t a t e  to  
s t a t e -
One assumption on which t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  based ,  and one 
which has been g u e s t io n e d ,  i s  th e  id e a  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  
c l e a r  d i v e r s i t y  among American s t a t e s .  I t  has been 
sugges ted  t h a t  because  of  f a c t o r s  such a s  the  mass media, 
e f f i c i e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  i n s t a n t  communication, and 
c e n t r a l i z e d  government, s t a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a re  of minimal 
im por tance :  a minor hang-over  from an e a r l i e r  e r a .
The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  o f f e r  ev idence  to  the  
c o n t r a r y .  As Chapter V i l l u s t r a t e d ,  s t a t e s  vary g r e a t l y  as 
to  th e  economic, e d u c a t i o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and l e g a l  
dimensions c f  the s t a t u s  of  women. Here, we f i n d  t h a t  
v io le n ce  r a t e s ,  a l s o ,  a re  not  uniform. For a complex of  
r e a so n s ,  s t a t e s  a r e  s t i l l  d i v e r s e  and can se rv e  as 
meaningful  u n i t s  o f  a n a l y s i s .
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In  t u r n i n g  to  t h e  s t a t e  r a n k in g s  cn v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  
wives, a n c te  of c a u t io n  must be i n t r o d u c e d .  The v i o le n c e  
r a t e s ,  which i n d i c a t e  the  p e rc en t  cf r e sp o nd en ts  in  a s t a t e  
who adm i t ted  to  s e v e re  v io le n c e  d i r e c t e d  a t  the  wife i n  the  
p rev ious  y e a r ,  should be used cn ly  as a guide to  the  rank ing  
of th e  s t a t e s .  There a re  r e a so n s  to  r e f r a i n  frcm drawing 
c o n c lu s io n s  about  th e  a c t u a l  amount of v io le n ce  in  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e .
These r a t e s  a re  based on a r e l a t i v e l y  sm a l l  lumber o f  
c a se s  w i t h i r  each s t a t e .  Although t e s t s  f o r
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s  of s t a t e  samples (d iscussed  i n  Chapter  
IV) p rov ide  seme a s s u r a n c e ,  the  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e  v io le n c e  
r a t e s  must be taken  as  t e n t a t i v e  i n d i c a t o r s .  T h e re fo re ,  
s t a te m e n t s  such a s  3?! more wives a re  s e v e r e l y  a s s a u l t e d  in  
South C a ro l in a  than  i n  M assac h u se t te s ,  canno t  be made with 
a ry  c o n f id e n c e .
I t  should  be no ted  t h a t  i n  l a t e r  a n a l y s e s ,  i n d i v i d u a l  
s t a t e  r a t e s  c f  v io le n c e  a re  grouped acco rd ing  to  the  s t a t u s  
c f  women. For example, t h e  209! of s t a t e s  with th e  low es t  
s t a t u s  of  women a r e  compared with th e  209? with th e  h i g h e s t  
s t a t u s .  The mean v i o le n c e  r a t e s  f o r  these  g roup ings  a re  
much more r e l i a b l e  i n d i c a t o r s  than th e  i n d i v i d u a l  r a t e s ,  and 
a re  used most o f ten  in  th e  d a ta  a n a l y s i s .  For r e a so n s  
d i s c u sse d  p re v io u s ly  (see c h a p te r  IV),  however, t h e s e  should  
a l s o  be c o n s id e re d  u n d e re s t im a te s  cf  the  t r u e  r a t e ^
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N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e  v io le n c e  r a t e s  a re  
u s e fu l  f o r  the  r e l a t i v e  rank ing  of  the  s t a t e s .  Table 6. 1 
p r e s e n t s  such a rank ing  f o r  th e  t h i r t y  s t a t e s  f o r  which we 
have d a ta .
TABIE 6. 1
S t a t e  Banking by l e v e l  of 
Violence  a g a i n s t  Wives
Violence 
S t a t e  Bate -% (N)
West V i r g i n ia 13.5 (38)
Cregon 7.7(13)
Vermont 7. 1 (28)
Utah 6 .8  (45)
South C aro l ina 6 .3  (49)
F lo r id a 6 .3  (32)
M i s s i s s i p p i 6 .3(16)
Michigan 5 .5  (74)
Georgia 5 .3  (39)
Idaho 5.0  (21)
Chio 5 .0  (142)
I l l i n o i s 4 .7  (107)
Washington 4.6  (90)
New J e r s e y 4.5(115)
North C a ro l ina 4.1  (126)
Kansas 4 .0  (50)
Colorado 3 .6  (28)
Alabama 3.4(65)
V i rg in ia 3 .4  (58)
M assachuse t tes 2.9 (107)
Texas 2 .8(110)
Maryland 2.7(37)
C a l i f o r n i a 2 .7(151)
l o u i s i a n a 2 .5  (80)
Pennsy lvan ia 2 .5  (82)
I n d ia n a 2.4  (42)
Tennessee 2.0  (50)
Minnesota 2.0  (50)
Missouri 1.2 (87)
New York 0.0  (167)
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Womens1 S t a t u s  and Spousal  Violence
I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  the b i v a r i a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
women's s t a t u s  and sp o u sa l  v i o le n c e  i s  taken  up. The f i r s t  
s t e p  i n  a n a ly z in g  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  to  examine v i s u a l  
d i s p l a y s  c f  th e  d a t a .  F igure  6.1 p r e s e n t s  a s c a t t e r g r a m  
with s t a t e  names i n d i c a t e d .  This graph a l lo w s  us to  
i d e n t i f y  unigue s t a t e s  a s  well  as t o  c o n s id e r  th e  o v e r a l l  
p a t t e r n .
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  d i s c e r n  a c l e a r  p a t t e r n  in  F igure  
6..1. A few s t a t e s  do s tand  o u t ,  however. West V i r g in ia  has 
th e  h i g h e s t  r a t e  of  v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives and ranks  g u i t e  
lew on the  s t a t u s  of  women. Alabama and L o u is ia n a ,  i n  
c o n t r a s t ,  a r e  very low cn the  s t a t u s  o f  women and have . low 
l e v e l s  o f  wife  abuse as  w e l l .  Oregon and Vermont, on th e  
e th e r  hand ,  rank g u i t e  high on women's s t a t u s  and a l s o  in  
amount o f  v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives.
The nex t  f i g u r e ,  6 . 2 ,  g iv e s  a b e t t e r  p i c t u r e  o f  the  
o v e r a l l  p a t t e r n .  In  t h i s  graph,  the  economic, e d u c a t i o n a l ,  
p o l i t i c a l ,  and l e g a l  d imensions of  women's s t a t u s ,  as  well  
as th e  o v e r a l l  S t a t u s  of Women Index (SWX), a r e  i d e n t i f i e d .  
Each i n d i c a t o r  i s  d iv id e d  i n t o  g u i n t i l e s  (209? o f  s t a t e s  in  
each g ro u p ) ,  and then the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s t a t u s  and 
v io le n ce  i s  graphed.  In  F igu re  6 .2  a c u r v i l i n e a r  p a t t e r n  
emerges.. F igure  6 .2  shows t h a t  th e  l e v e l  of v io le n ce  i s  
h i g h e s t  i n  th e s e  s t a t e s  where t h e  o v e r a l l  s t a t u s  c f  women i s  
lo w es t  and th en  drops as  s t a t u s  improves .  This  p a t t e r n  then  
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s t a t u s  o f  women i s  h i g h e s t .  I n  t h o s e  s t a t e s  t h e  l e v e l  o f  
v i o l e n c e  i s  a lm o s t  a s  h igh  a s  i n  t h e  l o w e s t  s t a t u s  s t a t e s .
Moreover, we f i n d  t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n  f o r  th e  combined 
index o f  the  s t a t u s  cf  women i s  c l e a r e r  than  f o r  any o f  the  
dimension i n d i c a t o r s .  Cf p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  combining dimension i n d i c a t o r s  r e s u l t s  i n  mere than  an 
a d d i t i v e  e f f e c t .  S t a t e s  t h a t  f a l l  in  th e  lo w es t  or  h i g h e s t  
g u i n t i l e s  on the  t o t a l  i n d i c a t o r  have h ig h e r  v io le n c e  r a t e s  
than any of th e  dimension i n d i c a t o r s  a lone  p r e d i c t .
The graph of t h e  v io le n ce  r a t e  f o r  o v e r a l l  s t a t u s  i s  
not  s imply the  average  of the  dimension r a t e s  f o r  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  g u i n t i l e  group.  For example, th e  g u i n t i l e  of  
s t a t e s  s c o r in g  h i g h e s t  on a p a r t i c u l a r  dimension a re  not  
n e c e s s a r i l y  th e  same s t a t e s  which sco re  h i g h e s t  on the  
o v e r a l l  SWX. A s t a t e  t h a t  i s  h igh on economic s t a t u s  may be 
moderate on e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  and co nseq u en t ly  end up in  
the  m odera te ly  high g u i n t i l e  on o v e r a l l  s t a t u s .  The f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  v io le n c e  r a t e  graphed f o r  th e  SWX d i f f e r s  from t h a t  
graphed f o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  dimension i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  of  the  
i n t e r a c t i o n  of  th e  d im ensions .
The t e a r s c n  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  (r) f o r  the  
b i v a r i a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between o v e r a l l  s t a t u s  and v io le n c e  
i s  - .2 1  (p<-13) .  The c o r r e l a t i o n s  between th e  dimension 
i n d i c a t o r s  and v i o le n c e  a re  as  fo l lo w s :  economic s t a t u s ,
- . 1 9  (p<. 16) ; e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  - . 0 4  (p< .42) ;  p o l i t i c a l
s t a t u s  - . 0 7  (p< .35);  and l e g a l  s t a t u s ,  - . 2 6  (p< .08 ) .  Due
to  the  sm a l l  number of  c a se s  (30 s t a t e s ) , t h e s e  c o r r e l a t i o n s
121
axe n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  l e v e l s  r ega rded  as 
s t a n d a r d ,  such as .05 o r  . 0 1 ,  in  th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s .  
However, t h e s e  a r e  s t a n d a r d s  g e n e r a l l y  a p p l i e d  to  
i n d i v i d u a l - l e v e l  r e s e a r c h  t a s e d  on a l a r g e  number c f  c a s e s .  
Aggregate l e v e l  a n a ly s e s  such as  t h i s  one a re  n e c e s s a r i l y  
l im i t e d  t o  s m a l l e r  Ns because each c a se  r e p r e s e n t s  some 
l a r g e r  u n i t  r a t h e r  than an i n d i v i d u a l  re s p o n d e n t .  
S i g n i f i c a n c e  l e v e l s  a re  r e p o r t e d  here  f o r  in fo rm a t io n  sake .  
However, they  should  be c o ns id e red  with the  n a tu r e  o f  th e  
d a ta  i n  mind.
The Pearson r  s t a t i s t i c  e x p re s s e s  how well  a l i n e a r  
r e g r e s s io n  l i n e  e x p l a i n s  th e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  the  dependent 
v a r i a b l e .  Since our graph of the  da ta  (Figure  6.2) 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  b i v a r i a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  n e t  l i n e a r ,  i t  
i s  u n d e rs tand ab le  t h a t  r f a i l s  to  reach  s i g n i f i c a n c e .
An a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  r  i s  th e  Eta s t a t i s t i c ,  which i s  
b a s i c a l l y  th e  same type  o f  measure as  r  excep t  t h a t  t h e  mean 
w ith in  c a t e g o r i e s  of the  independen t  v a r i a b l e ,  r a t h e r  than  
th e  r e g r e s s i o n  e q u a t io n ,  i s  used to  p r e d i c t  th e  dependent 
v a r i a b l e  sco re  (Loether and McTavish, 1974). Eta and r  a re  
i d e n t i c a l  where su b ca tego ry  means f a l l  a long the  r e g r e s s io n  
l i n e ;  t h a t  i s ,  when the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  l i n e a r .  When e t a  
i s  g r e a t e r  than  r  i n  magnitude (net  i n  d i r e c t i o n ,  as Eta i s  
always p o s i t i v e ) ,  we can i n f e r  t h a t  th e  n a tu r e  o f  the  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  c u r v i l i n e a r .  For th e  s t a t u s  cf women-wife 
abuse r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  Eta  i s  . 4 6 ,  more than  double  t h e  r  
s t a t i s t i c .  Thus, t h e  c u r v i l i n e a r  p a t t e r n  e x p la in s  21?? (e ta
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squared) o f  th e  v a r i a n c e  between th ese  v a r i a b l e s  as compared 
with U% (x sgnared) e x p la in e d  by th e  l i n e a r  p a t t e r n .
The graph and s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  where 
th e  s t a t u s  c f  women i s  lo w e s t ,  wives a re  most l i k e l y  t o  be 
p h y s i c a l l y  a s s a u l t e d  by t h e i r  husbands and t h a t  v io le n c e  
d e c rea se s  as  s t a t u s  i n c r e a s e s  -  t o  a p o i n t .  In  th e s e  s t a t e s  
where t h e  o v e r a l l  s t a t u s  of women i s  h i g h e s t ,  v io le n c e  
a g a i n s t  wives i s  a l s o  h igh .  The a n a l y s i s  of  v a r i a n c e  f o r  
between groups  d i f f e r e n c e s  was s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .19 l e v e l  
(F=1.67, d f =4) .
The f a c t  t h a t  v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives i s  g r e a t e s t  i n  
s t a t e s  which f a l l  a t  th e  two extremes of women's s t a t u s  
r e q u i r e s  c l o s e r  exam ina t ion ,  c h a p t e r  I I I ,  which cons ide red  
th e  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between th e s e  v a r i a b l e s  on 
t h e o r e t i c a l  g rounds,  o u t l i n e d  s e v e r a l  p l a u s i b l e  
e x p l a n a t i o n s .  I t  was sugges ted  t h a t  low s t a t u s  s t a t e s  might 
have t h e  most w i f e - b e a t in g  because  g r e a t e r  f o r c e  may be 
n e c e s sa ry  to  keep women " in  t h e i r  p l a c e ” and because women 
i n  th e s e  s t a t e s  have fewer a l t e r n a t i v e s  to  v i o l e n t  
m ar r iag e s .  On the  o th e r  hand, the  p o s s i b i l i t y  was 
c o n s id e re d  t h a t  v io le n c e  could be g r e a t e r  in  h igh s t a t u s  
s t a t e s  because  t h e s e  were the  s t a t e s  which had undergone the  
most r a p i d  s o c i a l  change and in  which husbands may f e e l  most 
t h r e a t e n e d .  I t  seems p l a u s i b l e  t h a t  domestic  c o n f l i c t  may 
i n c r e a s e  i n  tho se  a r e a s  where women a re  ach iev in g  e g u a l i t y  
most q u i c k l y .  While the t r a d i t i o n a l  formula  and norms f o r  
the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between husbands and wives d i s a p p e a r s ,  new
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p a t t e r n s  o r  g u i d e l i n e s  a re  n e t  y e t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d -  As 
tfcore s t a t e s  i n  S o c i a l  Change, the  p r o b a b i l i t y  of  c o n f l i c t  
i s  r e l a t e d  to  r a p i d  s o c i a l  change (even i f  i t  i s  f a v o r a b l e  
change) and t c  the  d e c rea se d  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  cf i n t e r p e r s o n a l  
r e l a t i o n s  (1974:68) .  I t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  changes of  t h i s  
s o r t  would a l s c  r e s u l t  in  i n c r e a s e d  c o n f l i c t  i n  m a r r i a g e s .
The e m p i r i c a l  ev idence  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  both of  t h e s e
p ro c e ss e s  may be a t  work. Women in  s t a t e s  where t h e i r
economic, e d u c a t i o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and l e g a l  s t a t u s  i s  low 
a re  th e  v i c t im s  of the  g r e a t e s t  v io le n c e  a t  th e  hands of 
t h e i r  husbands .  Yet ,  a t  th e  same t im e ,  wives in  s t a t e s  
where women have ach ieved  th e  g r e a t e s t  e g u a l i t y  a l s o  s u f f e r  
h igh  l e v e l s  c f  p h y s ic a l  a g g re s s io n  from t h e i r  husbands.
.R e c ip r o c i ty  c f  V io l e n c e :  The I s s u e  o f  l e g i t i m a c y
C o n s id e r in g  th e  l a r g e  d i s c re p a n c y  between th e se  two 
groups of women with r eg a rd  to  th e  s t a t u s  o f  women in  th e  
a r e a s  in  which th ey  l i v e ,  i t  seems l i k l y  t h a t  th e  v io le n c e  
they  endure  r e s u l t s  frcm somewhat d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r s  and may 
be d e a l t  with d i f f e r e n t l y .  In  o rd e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s
l a t t e r  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  v io le n c e  b j  wives a g a i n s t  husbands was 
tak en  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
F igure  6 .3  p r e s e n t s  th e  r a t e s  of v io le n c e  a g a i n s t
husbands by th e  s t a t u s  c f  women a s  well  as  r a t e s  c f  v i o le n c e  
a g a i n s t  wives .  The graph of v io le n ce  a g a i n s t  husbands shows 
a f a i r l y  c l e a r  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  women's s t a t u s .  The 
r a t e  in  h i g h e s t  s t a t u s  s t a t e s  i s  double t h a t  i n  the  lo w e s t  
g u i n t i l e  of s t a t e s  (5.9?! vs.  2.9%). The Pearson r  f o r  t h i s
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FIGURE 6 .3
V iolence A gainst Wives and 
V io lence A gainst Husbands by 
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r e l a t i o n  i s  +.42 and i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l .
By comparing th e  r a t e  of v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives with 
t h a t  a g a i n s t  husbands ,  a s t r i k i n g  p a t t e r n  becomes e v i d e n t .  
In  th o se  s t a t e s  where the  s t a t u s  of  women i s  lo w es t ,  th e  
r a t e  of  v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives i s  double  t h e  r a t e  of  
v io le n ce  by them (6.2$ vs.  2 . 9 $ ) .  In sha rp  c o n t r a s t ,  th e  
amount o f  v io le n c e  by husbands and wives i s  comparable in  
those  s t a t e s  i n  which the  s t a t u s  c f  women i s  h i g h e s t  (5.1$ 
v s .  5 . 9 $ ) .
The f i n d in g s  p re sen te d  i n  F igure  6 .3  he lp  to  c l a r i f y  
how th e  s t a t u s  cf  women i n f l u e n c e s  sp ou sa l  v i o l e n c e .  In  low 
s t a t u s  s t a t e s ,  w i f e -b e a t in g  i s  h igh  and p h y s i c a l  ag g re s s io n  
i s  g e n e r a l ly  ne t  r e c i p r o c a t e d  by wives. That i s ,  the  wives 
in  th e se  s t a t e s  appear  to t ak e  the  b e a t in g s  w i thou t  f i g h t i n g  
back. p e rhaps  because  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  t h e s e  wives a re  so 
l i m i t e d ,  they  are  fo rc e d  t c  t c l e r a t e  abuse from t h e i r  
husbands. On the  o t h e r  hand, wives who l i v e  i n  s t a t e s  where 
t h e i r  economic,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and l e g a l  s t a t u s  i s  
r e l a t i v e l y  h igh ,  seem to  r e a c t  to  v io le n c e  by t h e i r  husbands 
q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t l y .  They f i g h t  back.
I t  would c o n s t i t u t e  an e c o l o g i c a l  f a l l a c y  t c  d i r e c t l y  
conclude t h a t  the e q u iv a le n ce  of  husband and wife  v io le n c e  
r a t e s  i s  due t c  r e c i p r o c a l  v io le n ce  i n  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  in  the  high s t a t u s  s t a t e s .  I t  i s ,  however, a 
p l a u s i b l e  e x p la n a t io n  f o r  the  f i n d i n g s .  I t  i s  a lmost  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  th e r e  a re  some m ar r iages  i n  t h e s e  s t a t e s  in  
which on ly  th e  husband i s  v i o l e n t  and some in  which only the
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wife i s  v i o l e n t -  However, i t  i s  q u i t e  u n l i k e l y ,  based on 
p rev ious  r e s e a r c h  ( S t r a u s ,  19 80c) , t h a t  a m a jo r i ty  of  th e s e  
v i o l e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a re  of  t h i s  s o r t .
I t  a p p e a r s ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a t u s  of women has 
seme i n f l u e n c e  on w iv es '  accep tance  of u n i l a t e r a l  p h y s i c a l  
ag g re s s io n -  I t  may be t h a t  in s t a t e s  where vcmen have 
achieved seme measure of e q u a l i t y  in  s o c i e t y  a t  l a r g e ,  t h a t  
v io le n c e  by husbands i s  nc l e n g e r  rega rded  a s  l e g i t i m a t e  
behav io r  and t h a t  i l l i g i t i m a t e  a c t s  a r e  r e c i p r o c a t e d  i n  
k in d .
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  may a l s o  be o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a t  work 
which r e s u l t  in  th e  dram atic  i n c r e a s e  in  v io le n c e  by wives 
i n  h ig he r  s t a t u s  s t a t e s .  Perhaps because  wives p e rc e iv e  
them se lves  a s  l e s s  dependent cn t h e i r  husbands ,  a l a r g e r  
p o r t io n  than  p re v io u s ly  w i l l  d i r e c t l y  a t t a c k  t h e i r  spouse  
when c o n f l i c t  or  h o s t i l i t y  o c cu rs .  I n  a s e n s e ,  g r e a t e r  
s o c i e t a l  s t a t u s  may f r e e  some women, who would not  o the rw ise  
s t r i k e  o u t  due t o  a g r e a t e r  sense  c f  dependence,  to respond 
with p h y s i c a l  a g g re s s io n .  I t  may be t h a t  more wives t u r n  t o  
v io le n ce  f i r s t .  This  v io le n c e  may then  be r e c i p r o c a t e d  by 
husbands who nay no t  have tu rned  to  p h y s i c a l  agg re s s io n  
o th e rw is e .
As women gain e g u a l i t y  i n  more and more sp h e re s  of 
l i f e ,  sex  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  v a r io u s  b e h a v io r s  p re v io u s ly  
a s s o c i a t e d  with one sex o r  the  o th e r  a r e  l i k e l y  t c  d im in ish .  
A review of  th e  r e s e a r c h  cn human a g g re ss io n  by Robert Baron 
(1977) i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  has  been a r e d u c t io n  of
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c l e a r - c u t  sex d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a g g re s s io n  in  bc th  l a b o r a to r y  
and f i e l d  s t u d i e s  i n  th e  l a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  He s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  t h i s  d i sap pea ran ce  may be r e l a t e d  to  changes in  se x u a l  
r o l e s  and s t e r e o t y p e s .  These changes may se rve  t c  r e n d e r  
women l e s s  i n h i b i t e d  about  responding  p h y s i c a l l y  to d i r e c t  
p r o v o c a t io n .  "In  s h o r t , "  he c o n c lu des ,  " th e  two sexes may 
g ra d u a l ly  become e g u a l  i n  t h e i r  p ro p e n s i ty  f o r  v i o l e n c e ,  as  
w e l l  a s  t h e i r  t e n d e n c i e s  toward mere d e s i r e a b l e  forms of 
behav io r"  (1977:221) .
I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  a number of f a c t o r s  combine to  push 
up r a t e s  of v io le n ce  jay wives as the  s t a t u s  of women 
i n c r e a s e s .  B a s i c a l l y ,  two a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p la n a t i o n s  a re  
sugges ted  h e re .  F i r s t ,  wives may be more v i o l e n t  because  
th e  no lo n g e r  a c c e p t  t h e  l e g i t im a c y  c f  t h e i r  husbands 
a s s a u l t s ,  and f i g h t  t a c k .  Second, i t  may be t h a t  t h i s  i s  
j u s t  an example of th e  convergence of b e h a v io r s  by the  sexes  
as g e n e r a l  s e xu a l  i n e g u a l i t y  d im in i sh e s .  Whether the  
f i n d in g s  a re  b e s t  e x p la in e d  by th e  l e g i t im a c y  h y p o th e s i s  or  
the  convergence  h y p o th e s i s ,  or perhaps  by a combination o f  
the  two, i s  an im p o r t a n t  i s s u e  to  take  up in  f u t u r e  
r e s e a r c h .
The Im p a c t  o f  O the r  S t a t e  F a c t o r s
In  o rd e r  t o  more tho rough ly  examine the  
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s t a t e  s t a t u s  cf  women and spousa l  
v io le n c e ,  a number cf c o n t r o l  v a r i a b l e s  were i n t r o d u c e d .  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  per  c a p i t a  income, e d u c a t i o n a l  
l e v e l ,  and o v e r a l l  l e v e l  of  v i o l e n t  crime were taken i n t o
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cons id  e r a  t i c  ij.
Before  r e p o r t i n g  c r  the  a n a l y s i s ,  the  measurement of 
t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  needs t o  be c l a r i f i e d .  U rb a n iz a t io n  i s  
i n d i c a t e d  by th e  p r c p c r t i c n  of a s t a t e ' s  p o p u la t io n  which 
r e s i d e s  in  l a rg e  urban a re a s  . S t a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  i s  
the  p ro p o r t io n  of a d u l t  r e s i d e n t s  who have completed high 
s c h c c l .  S t a t e  p e r  c a p i t a  income i s  drawn from t h e  1976 
Census Bureau su rvey ,  as  a re  th e  u r b a n i z a t i o n  and e d u ca t io n  
v a r i a b l e s ,  The v i o l e n t  crime r a t e ,  an i n d i c a t o r  c f  " v i o l e n t  
c l i m a t e " ,  i s  t h e  number cf r ep o r te d  v i o l e n t  c r imes per
100,000 p o p u la t io n  in  1976. (See Appendices C and D f o r
s p e c i f i c  i tem s  and source  r e f e r e n c e s  f c r  th e s e  v a r i a b l e s . )
I n  o rd e r  to  g e t  a sense  cf  how th e s e  c o n t r o l  v a r i a b l e s  
and our f c c a l  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d ,  z e r o - o r d e r  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  between them were c a l c u l a t e d .  These
c o r r e l a t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  in  Table  6 .2 .
A b r i e f  exam ina t ion  of Table  6.2 r e v e a l s  t h a t  a number 
of th ese  v a r i a b l e s  a r e ,  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  i n t e r c c r r e l a t e d .  
He f i n d  t h a t  the  h ig h e r  th e  per c a p i t a  income and 
e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  of  a s t a t e ,  the  h igher  t h e  s t a t u s  of women 
i n  t h a t  s t a t e .  Hhile  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  not unexpected ,  
t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  th e  f i r s t  (based cn t h i s  review o f  the
l i t e r a t u r e )  which e m p i r i c a l l y  documents t h i s  f o r  the  United 
S t a t e s .
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TABLE 6 . 2
Zero-Order C o r r e l a t i o n s  Between 
C ontro l  V a r i a b l e s ,  t h e  S t a t u s  of Women, 
and t h e  Level  of Violence  A ga ins t  Wives
( 1)
Violence
a g a i n s t
Wives
(2)





z a t io n
(4)
Educa­
t i o n
(5)




C ap i ta
Income
( 1) 1 . 0 0  
( 2 ) - . 2 1
(3) - .4 0 *
(4) - . 0 7
(5) - .3 7 *
(6) - .3 4 *
1 . 0 0  
.19 
.50** 





.52** - . 0 3  1.00
.54** .52** .36** 1.00
** p<-01
Also ex p ec te d ,  and p r e v i o u s ly  documented, a r e  the  high 
p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between u r b a n i z a t i o n  and v i o l e n t  
crime, and between u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  per c a p i t a  income, and 
e d u c a t io n .  However, t h e  purpose of c o n s i d e r i n g  th e s e  
c o n t r o l  v a r i a b l e s  i s  no t  t c  de termine  how they  a re  
i n t e r r e l a t e d  with e re  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  how th ey  impact  upon the  
s t a t u s  of wemen-wife abuse  r e l a t i o n s h i p -  s in c e
u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  v i o l e n t  c r im e ,  and income a re  a l l  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  n e g a t iv e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  with v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  
wives,  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  were c o n s id e re d  more c l o s e l y .
Table  6 .3  p r e s e n t s  f i r s t - c r d e r  p a r t i a l  c o r r e l a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t s .  The s t a t u s  o f  women-wife abuse r e l a t i o n s h i p  
i s  c o n t r o l l e d  f o r  each  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  v a r i a b l e s .  These
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c o r r e l a t i o n s  should  he compared t c  th e  z e r c - o r d e r  r  between 
th e  s t a t u s  cf  women and v i o le n c e ,  which i s  - . 2 1 .
TABLE 6.3
C o r r e l a t i o n s  of  S t a tu s  of Women With 
Vio lence  Against  Wives, c o n t r o l l i n g  
f o r  V io le n t  Crime, U rban iza t io n  
and S t a t e  Per C a p i ta  Income
Contro l  V ar iab le r
V io len t  Crime - . 2 2
U rban iza t ion - .  15
Per C a p i ta  Income - . 0 3
V io len t  C l imate
The s t a t e  r a t e  o f  r e p o r te d  v i o l e n t  crime was taken i n t o  
account  because o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  " v i o l e n t  
c l im a te"  or c u l t u r e  of  v io le n c e  of p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e s  t h a t  
e x p la in  the  women's s t a t u s - w i f e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  That i s ,  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  low s t a t u s  s t a t e s  may have mere o v e r a l l  
v io le n ce  and t h e r e f o r e  more v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives, needed 
to  be c o n s id e r e d .  The da ta  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  no t  the  
c a s e .  For one t h i n g ,  r e p o r t e d  v i o l e n t  crime and the  r a t e  of  
wife abuse a r e  n e g a t iv e l y  r e l a t e d .  F u r t h e r ,  the  p a r t i a l  
c o r r e l a t i o n  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  t h i s  
f a c t o r  does n o t  a f f e c t  our f o c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .
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U r ta n i z a t io n
U rb a n iz a t io n  was in t r o d u c e d  as a c o n t r o l  v a r i a b l e  
because o f  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  i t  might be a n te c e d e n t  to  
both  women's s t a t u s  and domestic  v i o l e n c e .  Again, the  
c o n t r o l  v a r i a b l e  proved un importan t  with r eg a rd  t c  th e  f o c a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  cf  th e  r e s e a r c h .  C o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  degree of 
u r b a n iz a t i o n  does d im in ish  th e  women's s t a t u s - w i f e  abuse 
c o r r e l a t i o n  s l i g h t l y  from - . 2 1  to - . 1 5 .  However, s ince  the  
l e v e l  of u r b a n iz a t i o n  of  a s t a t e  and th e  s t a t u s  c f  women are  
not  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c o r r e l a t e d ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  reason to  
persue t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  any f u r t h e r .
S t a t e  Per  C a p i t a  Income
The most c r i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  v a r i a b l e ,  i t  t u r n s  o u t ,  i s  
s t a t e  per  c a p i t a  income. This c o n t r o l  was in t ro d u c e d  on th e  
grounds t h a t  th e  s t a t u s  of  women and v io le n ce  a g a i n s t  wives 
may both  depend on s t a t e  income l e v e l .  As Table 6.2 shows, 
t h e r e  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s t a t e  
income l e v e l  and women's s t a t u s  and a s i g n i f i c a n t  n e g a t iv e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between income and v io le n ce  a g a i n s t  wives. 
When th e  s t a t u s - v i o l e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  c o n t r o l l e d  f o r  
s t a t e  per  c a p i t a  income, the  c o r r e l a t i o n  drops to - . 0 3 ,  as  
i n d i c a t e d  i n  Table 6 .3 .
The d r a m a t i c  e f f e c t  o f  p e r  c a p i t a  income b r i n g s  i n t o  
g u e s t i o n  t h e  very  e x i s t e n c e  o f  any r e a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween 
women's s t a t u s  and w ife  a b u s e .  One might  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  c o r r e l a t i o n  between th e  two i s  s p u r i o u s ;  e n t i r e l y
FIGURE 6 . 4
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a t t r i b u t a b l e  t c  the  impact  of s t a t e  income- There i s  no 
denying t h a t  income i s  s t r o n g l y  r e l a t e d  to  both v a r i a b l e s ,  
and does e x p la in  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  c f  the  l i n e a r  c o v ar ian ce  
between then-  However, the  a n a l y s i s  canno t  simply be 
c o n s id e red  c lo sed  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .
The p a r t i a l  c o r r e l a t i o n  a n a l y s i s  conducted th u s  f a r
assumes l i n e a r i t y .  As our o r i g i n a l  v i s u a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e
b i v a r i a t e  s t a t u s  of women-violence r e l a t i o n s h i p  showed, 
t h e i r  i n t e r r c c n n e c t i c n  i s  no t  l i n e a r .  The i s s u e  c f  whether  
s t a t e  per  c a p i t a  income i n f l u e n c e s  the  c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n  
between th e s e  two v a r i a b l e s  h as  n o t  been a d e q u a te ly  a s s e s s e d  
through t h i s  s t a t i s t i c a l  t e c h n iq u e .
Although the  small  number of s t a t e s  p re c lu d e s  any 
complex breakdown of  th e  d a t a ,  i t  i s  p o s s ib l e  t c  c o n s i d e r  
the  impact  of income by means of the  graph p re sen te d  i n  
Figure  6 . 4 .
In  t h i s  f i g u r e ,  the  r e l a t i o n  between women's s t a t u s  and 
v io le n ce  a g a i n s t  wives i s  graphed s e p a r a t e l y  fo r  h ig h ,
medium, and lew per  c a p i t a  income s t a t e s .  The p a t t e r n  t h a t  
i s  evidenced i s  somewhat c o n s i s t e n t  with t h a t  p re sen ted  in  
F igure  6.2.. For low income s t a t e s  th e  p a t t e r n  i s  g u i t e  
s i m i l a r  to  th e  o v e r a l l  c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n  between women's 
s t a t u s  and v io le n ce  a g a i n s t  wives.  For middle income 
s t a t e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a s t r o n g e r  tendancy  f o r  w i f e - b e a t in g  to  
i n c r e a s e  as s t a t u s  i n c r e a s e s .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  r a t e  of  wife  
abuse i s  a b i t  lower where s t a t u s  i s  high i n  th e  high income 
s t a t e s .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  does r e t a i n  a
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c u r v i l i n e a r  shape w i th in  income groups-  So, while  per 
c a p i t a  income i s  an im p o r tan t  v a r i a b l e  ana i s  c l o s e l y  
entwined i n  t h i s  complex of  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  i t  does not  
n ega te  t h e  c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  hetween women’s s t a t u s  
and w i f e - h e a t i n g .
Summary
I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  s t a t u s  of 
women i n  American s t a t e s  and the  l e v e l  of v i o l e r c e  a g a i n s t  
wives was examined. V isua l  d i s p l a y s  o f  the  d a ta  and 
s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 
c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between these  two v a r i a b l e s .  In 
s t a t e s  where the  s t a t u s  of women i s  lo w e s t ,  wives a r e  most 
l i k e l y  t o  be p h y s i c a l l y  a s s a u l t e d  by t h e i r  husbands.  
Violence does d e c rea se  as  women's s t a t u s  i n c r e a s e s  -  t o  a 
p o in t .  I n  those  s t a t e s  where the  s t a t u s  of women i s  
h i g h e s t ,  t h e  l e v e l  c f  v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives i s  a l so  g u i t e  
h igh .
I t  was su g ges ted  t h a t  the  high l e v e l  of  v io le n c e  in  
l c w - s t a t u s  s t a t e s  might be due to  the  need to  use g r e a t e r  
amounts o f  f c r c e  t o  keep women " in  t h e i r  p l a c e " .  In 
a d d i t i o n ,  th e  more l im i t e d  o p t io n s  to  v i o l e n t  m arr iage  in  
t h e s e  s t a t e s  may s e r v e  t c  keep b a t t e r e d  women in  t h e i r  
m ar r i a g e s .  The h igh  l e v e l  of v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives i n  h igh 
s t a t u s  s t a t e s ,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  i s  l i k e l y  t c  be a r e s u l t  of  
o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  In  s t a t e s  where the  g e n e r a l  s t a t u s  of  women 
i s  r e l a t i v e l y  high, husbands may f e e l  t h r e a t e n e d  by th e  
r a p i d  s o c i a l  change and the  breakdown o f  t r a d i t i o n a l
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huskand-wife  r c l e s .  I n c re a s e d  domestic  c o n f l i c t  nay be a 
consequence o f  women's move tcward  e q u a l i t y .
F u r t h e r ,  i t  was found t h a t  v io le n c e  a q a i n s t  wives i s  
not  d i r e c t l y  p a r a l l e l e d  by v io le n c e  a q a i n s t  husbands.  In  
s t a t e s  where women's s t a t u s  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  low, wives a re  
twice  as  l i k e l y  as husbands t o  be the  v i c t im s  of s e v e re  
v io le n ce  a t  th e  hands of t h e i r  spouse .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  th e  
r a t e s  of  v io le n c e  hjr wives i s  comparable t o  t h a t  a q a i n s t  
them i n  s t a t e s  where women's s t a t u s  i s  h iq h .  I t  i s  
suqqes ted  t h a t  a c o n te x t  of r e l a t i v e  e q u a l i t y  may r e s u l t  i n  
husbands '  v io le n ce  be ing  seen as  i l l i g i t i m a t e ,  and being 
r e c i p r o c a t e d  i r  k in d .  Moreover, th e  d e c l in e  of s e x u a l  
i n e q u a l i t y  i n  a l l  sphe res  may be r e l a t e d  to  a r e d u c t io n  in  
sex d i f f e r e n c e s  in  v a r io u s  ty p e s  of b e h a v i o r s ,  i n c lu d in g  
v io le n c e ,  a s  women's s t a t u s  r i s e s ,  women may f e e l  l e s s  
i n h i b i t e d  abou t  th e  use of p h y s i c a l  a g g re s s io n  and may f e e l  
they have l e s s  to  l o s e  by s t r i k i n g  out  a t  t h e i r  husbands .
F i n a l l y ,  a number c f  c o n t r o l  v a r i a b l e s  were in t ro d u c e d  
i n  an a t t e m p t  to  de te rmine  i f  the  f i n d i n g s  re g a rd in g  th e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between womens* s t a t u s  and wife abuse a re  
confounded by o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  S t a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  
u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  and ‘‘v i o l e n t  c l i m a t e ” proved to  have no 
s i g n i f i c a n t  impact  on the  o r i g i n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  Per c a p i t a  
income tu rn e d  cu t  t o  be th e  o n ly  s a l i e n t  c o n t r o l  v a r i a b l e .  
When income was c o n t r o l l e d ,  the  c o r r e l a t i o n  between s t a t u s  
and v io le n c e  dropped from - . 2 1  t o  - . 0 3 .  C l e a r l y ,  t h i s  
f a c t o r  e x p l a i n s  much o f  th e  l i n e a r  v a r i a n c e  between th e s e
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two v a r i a b l e s .
S ince  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  s t a t u s  of women and 
w i f e - b e a t in g  i s  c u r v i l i n e a r ,  r a t h e r  th a n  l i n e a r ,  f u r t h e r  
a n a l y s i s  i n t c  th e  e f f e c t  of  s t a t e  per  c a p i t a  income was 
conducted .  Graphing the  s t a t u s - v i o l e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th in  
h ig h ,  medium and low c a t e g o r i e s  of  inccme p rov ided  ev idence  
of th e  indep en d en t  e x i s t e n c e  of a c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  
The p a t t e r n  i s  l e s s  pronounced w i th in  income c a t e g o r i e s  
(except  f o r  the  low income s t a t e s ) .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  the  
s t a t u s  o f  women does show an impact  on l e v e l s  of 
w i f e - b e a t in g  s e p a r a t e  from income e f f e c t s .
CHAETEB V I I
THE STATUS 01 WCHEN, MAEITAL EQUALITY
AND VIOLENCE AGAINST RIVES: A CONTEXTUAL ANALYSIS
T h is  c h a p te r  p r e s e n t s  a m u l t i - l e v e l  a n a l y s i s  of  the  
i n t e r r e l a t i c n s h i p  between t h e  s t a t u s  of women, m a r i t a l  
e q u a l i t y ,  and v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives* E s s e n t i a l l y ,  th e  
i n t e r a c t i o n  c f  two system l e v e l s ,  th e  m a c r o - s t r u c t u r a l  and 
th e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l ,  a re  c o n s id e r e d .  Women's s t a t u s  i s  the  
m ac ro - le v e l  s t r u c t u r a l  v a r i a b l e .  I t  i s  p a r t  of  the s o c i a l  
c o n te x t  w i th in  which i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  played o u t .  
While s t a t e  women's s t a t u s  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  s o c i a l  i n e q u a l i t y  
between t h e  sexes  i n  s o c i e t y  a t  l a r g e ,  th e  m a r i t a l  e q u a l i t y  
v a r i a b l e  d en o te s  th e  b a la n ce  of power between spouses w i th in  
t h e i r  m ar r iag e .  In  t h i s  s e n s e ,  m a r i t a l  e q u a l i t y  i s  th e  
m ic r o - l e v e l  v a r i a b l e .
P re v io u s  r e s e a r c h  cn th e  male-female  b a lan ce  of power 
and v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives has examined th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between t h e  two only cn t h e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  l e v e l  (Allen and 
S t r a u s ,  1980; T i t t e r u d  and S t r a u s ,  1980).. These s t u d i e s  
were conducted to  t e s t  the  " u l t i m a t e  r e so u rce "  theo ry  of 
fam ily  v io le n c e ,  which was d i s c u s se d  i n  Chapter I I I .  
B a s i c a l l y ,  t h i s  t h e c r y  h o ld s  t h a t  v io le n c e  i s  used by 
husbands t o  m ain ta in  c o n t r o l  when o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  a re  
l a c k in g  (Goode, 1971). Besource theo ry  (Blood and Wolfe,
136
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1960) m a in ta in s  t h a t  g iven f a i r l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  norms, 
husbands dominate fam i ly  dec is ion -m ak ing  because they  
Fossess  m a t e r i a l  r e s o u r c e s  which l e g i t i m i z e  t h e i r  power i n  
th e  eyes  of t h e i r  wives.  Goode's e l a b o r a t i o n  of  r e s o u r c e  
theo ry  p o s t u l a t e s  t h a t  when husbands f e e l  e n t i t l e d  to  
dominate,  j e t  lack  the  r e s o u r c e s  to  do so " l e g i t i m a t e l y 11 
they  w i l l  t u r n  to  v io le n c e  as the  u l t i m a t e  r e s o u r c e .
The s t u d i e s  mentioned above provide  some su pp o r t  f o r  
t h i s  e x p la n a t i o n .  Husbands' dominaion te n d s  to  be 
a s s o c i a t e d  with g r e a t e r  v io le n ce  when h i s  r e s o u r c e s  a re  
l a c k in g .  In a d d i t i o n ,  they shew t h a t  r e g a r d l e s s  c f  l e v e l  of 
r e s o u r c e s ,  m a r i t a l  i n e q u a l i t y  i s  r e l a t e d  to  h ig h e r  l e v e l s  of  
w i f e - b e a t in g .  Violence a g a i n s t  wives tend s  t o  be high where 
th e  wife dominates d ec is ion -m ak ing  and h ig h e r  s t i l l  where 
th e  husband i s  dominant.
These s t u d i e s  provide  some v a lu a b le  ev idence  on th e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between m a r i t a l  i n e g u a l i t y  and v io le n c e .  Thay 
a re  l i m i t e d ,  however, in  t h a t  they  c o n s id e r  male-female  
Fewer on ly  w ith in  th e  c o n f in e s  of t h e  f a m i ly .  The l a r g e r  
s c c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t  w i th in  which th e s e  fam i ly  power 
r e l a t i o n s  occur  a r e  overlooked e n t i r e l y .  This  ty p e  of 
approach has come under c r i t i c i s m  frcm th o se  
f G i l l e s p i e ,  1971; Baumgartner, Euckley and Burns ,  1976) who 
a rgue  t h a t  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  Fower r e l a t i o n s  a r e  only p a r t  of 
t h e  power a c t i v i t i e s  in  any s o c i e t y .  These c r i t i c s  r ega rd  
s t r u c t u r e d  i n e g u a l i t i e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  p a r t  from t h e  e x e r c i s e  
of meta-power a t  t h e  m a c r o - l e v e l ,  as an im p o r tan t  f a c t o r  t o
13 8
t ak e  i n t o  accoun t .
The fo cu s  o f  the  f o l lo w in g  a n a l y s i s  i s  on th e
in t e r c o n n e c t i o n  between sexua l  i n e q u a l i t y  a t  th e  s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r a l  l e v e l ,  m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  a t  t h e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  
l e v e l  and v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives.  In  th e  p rev io u s  c h a p t e r  
i t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  th e  s t a t u s  o f  women a t  th e  s o c i e t a l  
l e v e l  does have an impact  on ag g re g a te  r a t e s  of
w i f e - b e a t in g .  The c e n t r a l  g u e s t i c n  h e re  i s :  what impact
dees th e  c o n te x t  of s t r u c t u r e d  se xu a l  i n e q u a l i t y  have on the  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between m a r i t a l  i n e q u a l i t y  and w i f e - b e a t in g  
among i n d i v i d u a l  co up les?
The S t a tu s  of Women and M a r i ta l  E q u a l i ty
Before  t u rn in g  to  the  dependant v a r i a b l e ,  v io le n c e  
a g a i n s t  wive, the  i s s u e  o f  how se x u a l  i n e q u a l i t y  a t  the  
s o c i e t a l  l e v e l  a f f e c t s  m a r i t a l  e q u a l i t y  on th e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  
l e v e l  must be c o n s id e re d .  Does the  s t a t u s  of women in  a 
s t a t e  a f f e c t  th e  b a la n c e  of power between husbands and wives 
who l i v e  in  i t ?
I n  o rd e r  to  answer t h i s  g u e s t io n  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  
m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  t y p e s  was examined w i th in  c a t e g o r i e s  of the  
s t a t u s  o f  women. The i n d i v i d u a l  l e v e l  da ta  from the
Violence in  American F a m i l ie s  survey  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  7.5?? of 
f a m i l i e s  in  t h i s  sample were wife dominant i n  d e c i s io n  power 
and 9.455 were h u s tan d -dcm in an t .  The remaining  group had 
r e l a t i v e  e q u a l i t y  i n  m a r i t a l  power, a l tho u gh  not a l l  c o u p le s  
ach ieved  th e  b a lance  i n  th e  same way. F i f t y - f o u r  p e rc en t  of 
the  sample had an ••autonomic" form of dec is ion -m ak ing .  That
1 3 9
i s ,  t h e  husband had f i n a l  say  i n  some a r e a s  and t i e  w i fe  i n  
o t h e r s .  i w e n t y - n i n e  p e r c e n t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  ‘' s y n c r a t i c "  
p a t t e r n ,  with  husband and wife s h a r i n g  i n  a l l  d e c i s i o n s .
When t h e  breakdown o f  p o w er - ty p e s  was c o n s i d e r e d  w i th in  
g u i n t i l e s  of women’ s s t a t u s ,  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  from 
t h e  o v e r a l l  p a t t e r n  emerged.  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  whether  t h e i r  
s t a t e  ranked  i n  t h e  l o w e s t  or h i g h e s t  205? on women’ s s t a t u s ,  
t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  d e c i s i o n  power t y p e s  rem ained  b a s i c a l l y  
t h e  same.  Ih e  o n ly  c l e a r  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  was ev id e n c ed  
emerged when m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  was broken down by t h e  
economic s t a t e s  o f  women. I n  t h e  l o w e s t  s t a t u s  s t a t e s  o n ly
o f  s u b j e c t s  r e p o r t e d  a wife-dominant  ba lance  cf power, 
whereas th e  comparable p ro p o r t io n  i n  th e  h ig h e s t  s t a t u s  
s t a t e s  was 10-35? (C h i - sg u a re = 2 2 .7 h ,d f= 1 2 ,p < .0 5 ) . While th e  
r a t e  of wife-dominance i s  more than double i n  high s t a t u s  
s t a t e s  t h a n  in  lew, the  p a t t e r n  c f  o th e r  d e c i s i o n  ty p es  
remained g u i t e  s t a b l e .
Excep t  f o r  t h e  one r e l a t i o n  with economic s t a t u s ,  
m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  does  n o t  seem to  be r e l a t e d  t o  s t a t e  s t a t u s  
c f  women. T h is  f i n d i n g ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  with  r e s u l t s  from 
p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  ( see  S a f i l i o s - R c t h s c h i l d , 1970 and Cromwell 
and O l s o n , 1976), i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s o u r c e s  have a 
s t r o n g e r ,  more d i r e c t  im pac t  on m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  t h a n  
s t r u c t u r a l  i n e g u a l i t y  a t  t h e  m a c r o - l e v e l  i n  t h e  U.S.
I n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  between women's s o c i a l  
s t a t u s  and m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y ,  Rodman (1967) c o n te n d s  t h a t  
American s o c i e t y  i s  i n d i v i d u a l - a c h i e v e m e n t  o r i e n t e d  and
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holds  f a i r l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  norms. T h e re fo re ,  he a rg u e s e ,  th e  
l a l a n c e  o f  power i n  marriage i s  p r i m a r i l y  a f f e c t e d  by 
pe rso n a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  the  U .S . ,  whereas in  
n o n - i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  c o u n t r i e s  husbands dominate  because of  
t h e i r  s t a t u s  as men r e g a r d l e s s  of p e r s o n a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  
fiodman's e x p la n a t io n  has  been c r i t i c i z e d  ( G i l l e s p i e , 1971) 
f o r  f a i l i n g  to  accoun t  f o r  s t r u c t u r a l  i n e q u a l i t y  i n  the  
United S t a t e s  and o th e r  western c o u n t r i e s .  The p r e s e n t  
a n a l y s i s ,  which does t a k e  the  i n e g u i t a b l e  c o n te x t  i n t o  
accoun t ,  p rov ides  s u p p o r t  f o r  Eodman's approach fo r
e x p la in in g  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  The degree  of s e x u a l  
i n e q u a l i t y  s t r u c t u r e d  i n t o  n o n - i n d u s t r a i l i z e d  c o u n t r i e s  i s  a 
much s t r o n g e r  f a c t o r  i n  e x p la in in g  m a r i t a l  i n e q u a l i t y  in  
th o se  c o u n t r i e s  than  th e  s t r u c t u r e d  i n e q u a l i t i e s  a t  th e  
s t a t e  l e v e l  a r e  i n  a f f e c t i n g  m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  in  the  U.S.
However, th e  p r e s e n t  f i n d i n g s  cannot  be taken  as  
ev idence  t h a t  women’ s s o c i a l  s t a t u s  and t h e  b a la n ce  of  power 
in  m arr iges  a re  u n r e l a t e d .  C e r t a i n l y ,  a woman's power
r e l a t i v e  t o  her  husband i s  a f f e c t e d  when she i s  l e g a l l y  
co n s id e re d  h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  as  i s  s t i l l  t h e  c a se  i n  some
s o c i e t i e s .  Even the  lowest  s t a t u s  s t a t e  in  th e  U.S. i s  
f a i r l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  by c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  s t a n d a r d s .  The 
d i f f e r e n c e s  between American s t a t e s  on women’s  s t a t u s  a re  
n e t  s t ro n g  enough th e  show d i f f e r e n t i a l  impact  on m a r i t a l  
power. I t  i s  s t i l l  t h e  c a s e ,  however, t h a t  American
husbands as males have s t r u c t u r a l  advan tages  f o r  th e  purpose 
c f  o b t a in in g  valued pe rso na l  r e s o u r c e s  which then  i n f l u e n c e
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t h e  b a lance  o f  m a r i t a l  power.
M a r i t a l  I n e q u a l i t y  and Violence  Against  Hives 
The h i v a r i a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between m a r i t a l  i n e q u a l i t y  
and w i f e - b e a t i n g  i s  examined h e re ,  aga in  us ing  on ly  th e  
i n d i v i d u a l  l e v e l  d a ta  from the  n a t i o n a l  su rv e y .  Those
re sp o n d an ts  who r e p o r t e d  r e l a t i v e  e g u a l i t y  in  m a r i t a l  
d e c i s io n  power a l s o  r e p o r t e d  lew use of v io le n c e  in  th e  
r e s o l u t i o n  of fam i ly  c o n f l i c t s .  In c o n t r a s t ,  v io le n c e  by 
husbands i s  high where wives dominate dec is ion -m ak ing  and 
h ig h e r  y e t  where husbands a re  dominant.
F ig u re  7. 1 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between m a r i t a l  
e g u a l i t y  by means o f  a ba r  g rap h .  Fewer than  35? cf coup le s  
who fo l low ed  a p a t t e r n  of e g a l i t a r i a n  dec is ion-m aking  had 
had a s e v e r e  v i o l e n t  ep iso d e  in  th e  p rev io u s  y e a r .  In 
c o n t r a s t ,  more than double t h a t  p e rc e n t  (7. 15?) of  the  wife 
dominant co u p le s  r e p o r t e d  such v i o l e n c e .  The r a t e  o f
w i f e - b e a t in g  in  c o u p le s  where the  husband dominates  i s  
10.75?. l h a t  i s  50 9? h ig h e r  than  fo r  th e  wife dominant  
coup les  and more th an  300% g r e a t e r  than  f o r  e g a l i t a r i a n  
coup le s .  An a n a l y s i s  of v a r ia n c e  wiht dec is ion -m ak ing  type  
a s  th e  ind ep en d en t  v a r i a b l e  showed s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  v io le n c e  r a t e s  f o r  the  t y p e s .  (F = 1 1 .8 2 ,d f= 3 ,p < .0 0 1 ) .
E v i d e n t l y ,  w ife  dominance i n  d e c i s io n - m a k i n g  i s  met 
w i th  p h y s i c a l  a g g r e s s i o n  by seme h u sb a n d s .  Among t h e s e  
c o u p l e s ,  v i o l e n c e  i s  n o t  a s u c c e s s f u l  u l t i m a t e  r e s o u r c e  
which a l l o w s  t h e  husband t o  r e t a i n  c o n t r o l .  P e rh a p s  i t  i s  a
r e sp o n s e  t o  l o s s  o f  c o n t r o l  which he b e l i e v e s  s h o u ld  be h i s .
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mToby (1974) has sugges ted  t h a t  some men w i l l  r e a c t  with 
v io le n c e  to  a s s u r e  them se lves  of t h e i r  m a s c u l in i ty  when 
o th e r  symbols c f  m a s c u l in i t y  a re  l a c k in g .
T h is  a n a l y s i s  i s  n e t  meant to  imply t h a t  we should  
b o l s t e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  symbols of  husbands '  m a s c u l in i ty  (such 
as  dominat ion  o f  wives) in  o rd e r  to  reduce  v ip le n c e .  
B a the r ,  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  the  very d e f i n i t i o n  of  
m a s c u l in i ty  r e g u i r e s  r e f o r m u la t io n  so t h a t  men's s e l f -w o r th  
i s  no t  based cn t h e i r  domination o f  o t h e r s  and, f u r t h e r ,  so 
t h a t  v io le n c e  i s  n o t  p o s i t i v e l y  regarded  as  the  u l t i m a t e  
e x p re s s io n  of manhood.
P h y s i c a l  v io le n c e  may se rve  as a symbol of m a s c u l in i ty  
when o th e r  symbols a re  la c k in g  f o r  some husbands ,  however, 
t h i s  i s  n o t  an e x p la n a t i o n  fo r  th e  high l e v e l  of v io le n ce  by 
husbands who do dominate fam ily  d ec is io n -m ak ing .  I t  appears  
t h a t  f o r  many of t h e s e  husbands,  e x e r c i s e  cf c o n t r o l  in  
m arr iage  r e g u i r e s  r e s o r t i n g  to  the  use o f  s e v e re  v io le n c e  
a g a i n s t  t h e i r  wives. This  s i t u a t i o n  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with th e  
c o n f l i c t  t h e c r y  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  th e  more i n e q u i t a b l e  th e  
power d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  the  more f o r c e  i s  r e g u i r e d  t c  m ain ta in  
i t .
Sexual E q u a l i t y .  M a r i t a l  E q u a l i t y ,  
and Violence Against  Wives
I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  cur  focus  t u r n s  from t h e  b i v a r i a t e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between s e x u a l  and m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  and 
between m a r i t a l  e q u a l i t y  and v io le n c e  to  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
th e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  between a l l  t h r e e  v a r i a b l e s .
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S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  the  m u l t i - l e v e l ,  m u l t i v a r i a t e  a n a l y s i s  looks  
a t  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between m a r i t a l  power and w i f e - b e a t in g  
w i th in  v a r i o u s  s t r u c t u r a l  c o n t e x t s .  In  t h i s  s tu d y ,  the  
c o n te x tu a l  u n i t s  a r e  s t a t e s  grouped acco rd ing  t o  t h e i r  
r an k in g s  cn th e  S t a tu s  of Women Index (SWX).
I n  o rd e r  t o  make the  graph of th e  m u l t i - l e v e l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  co m prehens ib le ,  th e  s t a t e s  were d iv ided  i n t o  
g u a r t i l e s :  low, m odera te ly  lew, moderately  h ig h ,  and high
cn the  SWX. The r a t e s  of v io le n c e  f o r  th e  d i f f e r e n t  m a r i t a l  
e g u a l i t y  ty p e s  w i th in  s t a t u s  of  women g u a r t i l e s  a re  
p re sen te d  in  Figure  7 .2 .  This  f i g u r e  i s  a summary o f  th e  
c o n te x tu a l  a n a l y s i s  and p r e s e n t s  a weal th  of  i n fo rm a t io n  on 
th e  r e l a t i o n  of m ac ro - le v e l  i n e g u a l i t y ,  m ic r o - l e v e l  
i n e q u a l i t y ,  and w i f e - b e a t in g .
The f i r s t  i s s u e  t h a t  can be addressed  on th e  b a s i s  of
th e  d a ta  p re sen te d  in F igu re  7 .2  i s  whether th e  s t r u c t u r a l
c o n te x t  changes the  p a t t e r n  of  the  l i n k  beween i n e q u a l i t y  
and v io le n c e  cn t h e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  l e v e l .  In  the  most b a s i c  
sense  i t  dees not .  Each of  t h e  f o u r  s e t s  of  b a r s  r e p r e s e n t s  
th e  same e s s e n t i a l  p a t t e r n  as was evidenced in  Figure  7 . 1 .
Regard les s  of c o n t e x t ,  v io lence  a g a i n s t  wives i s  lower among
coup les  where t h e r e  i s  a r e l a t i v e  b a la n c e  of power. When 
one spouse dominates d ec is io n -m ak ing ,  w i f e -b e a t in g  i s  more 
commmon. We found no evidence  of i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t s  which, 
f c r  example ,  may have shown t h a t  m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  i s  an 
im p o r tan t  f a c t o r  in  e x p la in in g  v io le n ce  in  high s t a t u s  
s t a t e s ,  b u t  no t  in  low. The b a s i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between
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i n t e r p e r s o n a l  power and v io le n c e  a p p ea rs  f a i r l y  s t a l l s .  
M ar i ta l  e q u a l i t y  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  with lew r a t e s  of  
w i f e - b e a t in g .
However, t h i s  f i n d in g  does n e t  mean t h a t  the  s t r u c t u r a l  
s t a t u s  o f  women has no i n f l u n c e  a t  a l l  on th e  m a r i t a l  
e q u a l i t y - v i o l e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  Although th e  t a s i c  p a t t e r n  
of the  a i c r c - l e v e l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  holds  a c r o s s  c o n t e x t s ,  the  
s t a t e  s t a t u s  of women seems t c  am pl i fy  the  r a t e  of 
w i fe -b e a t in g  f o r  c e r t a i n  co u p le s .
S t r u c t u r a l  Impact  on Husiand-Dominant Couples
t
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th e  c o u p le s  f o r  whom th e  s t r u c t u r a l  
c o n te x t  seems t o  have th e  g r e a t e s t  impact  a re  tho se  i n  which 
th e  husband dominates dec is icn -m ak ing  and who r e s i d e  i n  
m odera te ly  high and high s t a t u s  s t a t e s .  Approximately 14_of 
th e  wives i n  th e s e  coup le s  were s e v e r e ly  p h y s i c a l l y  
a s s a u l t e d  by t h e i r  husbands in  th e  year  p r i o r  to  th e  
i n t e r v i e w .  P u t t i n g  i t  an o th e r  way: h u sbands '  use of
p h y s i c a l  f o r c e  t o  m ain ta in  c o n t r o l  i s  most extreme in  
c o n te x t s  where th e  s t a t u s  cf  women i s  r e l a t i v e l y  high.
This  r e s u l t  o f  th e  c o n t e x t u a l  a n a l y s i s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  
with our  p rev ious  f i n d i n g s  and d i s c u s s i o n s  of  the  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between e g u a l i t y  and v io le n ce  a t  both the  macro 
and micro l e v e l s .  The a g g re g a te  a n a l y s i s ,  d i s c u s se d  i n  th e  
p rev io us  c h a p t e r ,  showed t h e r e  to  be a f a i r l y  h igh  l e v e l  of  
v io le n ce  in  high s t a t u s  s t a t e s .  One e x p la n a t i c n  f o r  t h i s  
f i n d in g  i s  t h a t  the  r a p id  s o c i a l  change in  r e l a t i o n s  between
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the  se x es  t h e r e  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  high l e v e l s  of c o n f l i c t  and 
v io le n c e  between spouses .
The a n a l y s i s  on th e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  l e v e l  r e v e a le d  t h a t ,  
i n  g e n e r a l ,  domination of dec is ion -m ak ing  by husbands i s  
a s s o c i a t e d  with th e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  of v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  
wives. In  F igure  7 .2  we see both of t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a t  work. 
He f i n d  t h a t  women i n  husband-dominant f a m i l i e s  i n  th e  
h ig he r  s t a t u s  s t a t e s  a re  most v u ln e ra b le  to  s e v e re  p h y s i c a l  
v io lence  a t  the  hands of t h e i r  husbands.
The c o n f l i c t  th eo ry  e x p la n a t io n  t h a t  the more 
i n e g u i t a b i e  the  s i t u a t i o n ,  the  more f o r c e  i s  r e g u i r e d  to  
main ta in  i t  remains  a p l a u s i b l e  one h e r e .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  seems 
to  be i l l u s t r a t e d  even more c l e a r l y .  I t  may be t h a t  
domination by the  husband seems even more i n e g u i t a b i e  to  
wives i n  s t a t e s  where womens’ s t a t u s  on th e  s o c i e t a l  l e v e l  
i s  r e l a t i v e l y  high.  In  th e s e  s t a t e s ,  th e  m a r i t a l  i n e g u a l i t y  
seems more l i k e l y  t o  be a c o n f l i c t  i s s u e  because i t  i s  more 
in co m p a t ib le  with th e  emerging sex u a l  e g u a l i t y  a t  th e  
s o c i e t a l  l e v e l .
I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  note  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no a p p re c i a b le  
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  the p ro p o r t io n  of husband-dominated coup les  in  
th e  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s .  The d i f f e r e n c e  seems to  l i e  i n  the  
amount o f  p h y s ic a l  f o r c e  r e g u i r e d  to  m a in ta in  t h i s  p a t t e r n .
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S t r u c t u r a l  Impact  on Wife-Dominant Couples
The s t r u c t u r a l  c o n te x t  a l s o  has an impact  upon 
wife-dominant  co o u p le s .  F igu re  7 .2  shows t h a t  v io le n c e  i s  
a p p re c i a b ly  h i g l e r  i n  wife-dom inated  c o u p le s  r e s i d i n g  in  low 
and m odera te ly  low s t a t u s  s t a t e s  th an  i n  t h e  m odera te ly  h igh  
and high s t a t u s  s t a t e s .  In  t h e  lower  s t a t u s  s t a t e s ,  n e a r ly  
10% o f  wives who dominate f am i ly  d e c i s i o n s  have been 
p h y s i c a l l y  abused in  the  cou rse  o f  th e  y e a r .  In c o n t r a s t ,  
only  a b o u t  h a l f  of  t h a t  p r o p o r t io n  a re  the  t a r g e t s  cf  s e v e re  
v io le n c e  i n  t h e  h ig h e r  s t a t u s  s t a t e s .
These d a ta  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  e x e r c i s e  cf  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  
power by wives i s  mere t h r e a t e n i n g  to  husbands where th e  
c o n te x t  i s  one of  s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y .  Again, th e  s t r u c t u r a l  
impact  seems to  be g r e a t e s t  fo r  th o se  co u p le s  whose 
i n t e r p e r s o n a l  p a t t e r n  i s  l e s s  c o n s i s t e n t  with t h e  s t a t u s  of 
women a t  th e  s o c i e t a l  l e v e l .  In  s t a t e s  where women*s s t a t u s  
i s  low, dom inat ion  by wives may be rega rded  as  more 
i l l e g i t i m a t e  by many husbands ,  whose resp o n se  i s  to  t u r n  t o  
v io le n c e .
This  p a t t e r n  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  our  e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n  
of w i f e - b e a t i n g  i n  w i f e - d o n in a n t  f a m i l i e s .  Toby*s (1974) 
e x p la n a t io n  t h a t  t h i s  v io le n c e  r e s u l t s ,  i n  p a r t ,  from 
husbands be ing  t h r e a t e n e d  by the  l e s s  cf  t r a d i t i o n a l  symbols 
c f  m a s c u l in i t y  i s  a p l a u s i b l e  one h e r e .  Violence  i s  
e x a c e rb a te d  when wives dominate i n  a s o c i a l  c o n te x t  where 
t h e i r  g e n e r a l  s t a t u s  i s  low. I t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  husbands a re  
most t h r e a t e n e d  by wives* c o n t r o l  when th e  m i l i e u  i s  one of
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se x u a l  i n e q u a l i t y .  Thus, th ey  t u r n  to  th e  u l t i m a t e  symbol 
of  m a s c u l in i t y  -  v i o l e n c e .  F u r t h e r ,  i t  may be t h a t  husbands 
in  low s t a t u s  s t a t e s  f in d  domination by t h e i r  wives 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r u s t r a t i n g  and t h a t  many respond with p h y s i c a l  
a g g r e s s io n .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  some husbands may be tu rn in g  to  
v io le n c e  a s  an u l t i m a t e  r e s o u r c e  i n  an a t t em p t  to  ga in  
c o n t r o l  from t h e i r  wives.
Summary
i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  the  m u l t i - l e v e l ,  m u l t i v a r i a t e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  beween se xu a l  e g u a l i t y ,  m a r i t a l  e q u a l i t y ,  and 
v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives was taken  up.
P r e l im in a r y  h i v a r i a t e  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
s t r u c t u r e d  s e x u a l  i n e q u a l i t y ,  a t  l e a s t  to  t h e  degree  t h a t  i t  
v a r i e s  from s t a t e  t o  s t a t e ,  does n e t  d i r e c t l y  impact  upon 
m a r i t a l  e q u a l i t y .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  dec is ion-m aking  ty p e s  
(w ife -dom inan t ,  au tonomic,  s y n c r a t i c ,  husband-dominant) does 
not  vary  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  acco rd in g  to  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t .  I t  was 
sugges ted  t h a t  whi le  s t r u c t u r a l  i n e q u a l i t y  between the  sexes  
has a d i r e c t  impact  cn m a r i t a l  e q u a l i t y  i n  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  
comparisons  (Bcdman, 1967), t h e  U.S. i s  f a i r l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  
o v e r a l l  and t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s o u r c e s  a re  a more s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n f l u e n c e  on m a r i t a l  power h e re .  Although American males 
en joy  s t r u c t u r a l  advan tages  which a l low them to  gain  
r e s o u r c e s  d i s p r o p o r t i c n a t e l y  which then  prov ide  a power 
b a se ,  t h e  s t a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  on s t r u c t u r a l  i n e q u a l i t y  as 
measured by t h e  SWX were n o t  s t ro n g  enough to  have a
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s i g n i f i c a n t  d i r e c t  e f f e c t .
The h i v a r i a t e  a n a l y s i s  of  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  and v io le n c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  w i f e - h e a t in g  i s  
a s s o c i a t e d  with i n e q u a l i t y .  Violence a g a i n s t  wives i s  much 
h ig h e r  i n  wife-dominated  and husband-dominated f a m i l i e s  than  
i n  f a m i l i e s  where d e c i s i o n s  a r e  made in  a f a i r l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  
way..
The c o n te x tu a l  a n a l y s i s  r e v e a le d  an im p o r tan t  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between macro l e v e l  and micro l e v e l  i n e q u a l i t y  
and v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives. The h a s ic  p a t t e r n  t h a t  
e g a l i t a r i a n  m ar r iages  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  l e s s  v i o l e n t  than ones 
i n  which one spouse dominates p e r s i s t s  a c r o s s  c a t e g o r i e s  of 
womens' s t a t u s .  However, the  d a ta  showed t h a t  th e  degree t o  
which t h e  t a l a n c e  o f  power i s  a s s o c i a t e d  with v io le n c e  i s  
a f f e c t e d  by the  c o n te x t  of se x u a l  e q u a l i t y .  I t  was found 
t h a t  wives who dominate m a r i t a l  d e c i s io n s  i n  the lower 
s t a t u s  s t a t e s  and wives whose husbands dominate in  the  
h ig h e r  s t a t u s  s t a t e s  a re  most l i k e l y  t o  be v ic t im s  of se v e re  
p h y s ic a l  a s s a u l t s  by t h e i r  husbands.
I t  was sugges ted  t h a t  in  lower s t a t u s  s t a t e s ,  
wife-dominance , c o n t r a s t i n g  with the  m i l ieu  of  i n e q u a l i t y ,  
i s  t h r e a t e n i n g  to  husbands .  For many of them, v io lence  may 
then  be the  u l t im a te  symbol of m a s c u l in i t y  w ith in  th e  
f a m i ly .  I t  may a l s o  be a response  to  f r u s t r a t i o n  and /o r  a 
t a c t i c  t o  r e g a in  c o n t r o l .  In h ig h e r  s t a t u s  s t a t e s ,  the  
dominat ion by husbands c o n t r a s t s  with the  c o n te x t  of an 
emerging sexual  e q u a l i t y .  There ,  wives may see husbands '
c o n t r o l  a s  i n e q u i t a b l e .  The use of more p h y s i c a l  fo rc e  
t h e r e f o r e  he r e q u i r e d  by husbands to  m ain ta in  c o n t r o l .
m a y
CHAPTEB V I I I
A MULTI-LEVEL ANALYSIS CF THE STATUS CF KOKIN 
ANE WIFE-BEATING:
SUMMABY, CONCLUSIONS, ANE IMPLICATIONS
The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the  s t a t u s  of women in  s o c i e t y
and v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives has been the  s u b j e c t  of some
c o n t ro v e r sy  i n  the  p a s t  decade. The major purpose o f  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h  has t e e n  t o  c l a r i f y  some of th e  concep ts  which have 
been a t  i s s u e  and to  provide  e m p i r ic a l  ev idence  to  inform 
th e  d e b a t e .  P rov id ing  u l t i m a t e  answers which would r e s o lv e
such a c o n t r o v e r s y  i s  a t a sk  g r e a t e r  than  any one r e s e a r c h
p r o j e c t  can encompass. However, i t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h i s  s tudy  
i s  a s t e p  toward t h a t  end.
This  s tu dy  i s  composed o f  t h r e e  major p a r t s .  The f i r s t  
i s  a sys tems t h e o r e t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  s t a t u s  of  women 
based on h i s t o r i c a l  and c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  ev idence .  This 
a n a l y s i s  p rov ides  a fo u n d a t io n  f o r  a g e n e ra l  und e rs tan d in g  
of se x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  and womens' c u r r e n t  s t a t u s .  The 
second p a r t  d e a l s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  with th e  concept  o f  the  
s t a t u s  o f  women, t h e  development cf  an index  c f  womens' 
s t a t u s ,  and the rank ing  of U.S. s t a t e s  a cc o rd in g  t o  t h a t  
index.  The t h i r d  i s  the  e m p i r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  in  which the 
impact  o f  the  s t a t u s  of  women on m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  and 
v io le n ce  a g a i n s t  wives i s  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  The work in  each of
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t h e s e  t h r e e  p a r t s  i s  reviewed in  th e  fo l lo w in g  s e c t i o n s .
Meta-Power and Sexual I n e q u a l i t y ;
A T h e o r e t i c a l  Analysis
The model of s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  fo rm ula ted  in  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  of the  s tu d y  i s  t a s e d  on modern systems theory  and 
th e  concept  of meta-power. A c e n t r a l  c o n te n t io n  of  t h i s  
approach i s  t h a t  examining power and i n e q u a l i t y  on the  
i n t e r p e r s o n a l  l e v e l  c a p tu r e s  cn ly  p a r t  of  the  power 
a c t i v i t i e s  cngcing in  s o c i e t y .  A t r a n s c e n d in g  p a r t  of  
g r e a t e r  h i s t o r i c a l  importance  i n v o lv e s  a t t e m p t s  t c  s t r u c t u r e  
and r e s t r u c t u r e  the  s o c i a l  c o n te x t  w i th in  which 
i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  o c c u r .  Power o r i e n t e d  toward the  
shaping of the  s t r u c t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  t h a t  i s  
th e  c o n t e x t ,  i s  "meta-power" or " r e l a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l "  
(Baumgartner,  Buckley,  and Burns,  1975).
Meta-power i s  hased cn s o c i a l  and m a t e r i a l  r e s o u r c e s .  
In  g e n e r a l ,  those  who have seme c o n t r o l  over such r e s o u r c e s  
can e x e r c i s e  meta-power t c  s t r u c t u r e  th e  system t c  t h e i r  own 
advan tage ,  th e re b y  g a in in g  f u r t h e r  r e s o u r c e s .  Through such 
a p o s i t i v e  feedback p r o c e s s ,  a h igh ly  s t r a t i f i e d  system can 
emerge o u t  c f  one i n  which i n i t i a l  power and r e s o u r c e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  were minimal.
The model developed here  a p p l i e s  th e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  
examining th e  p o s i t i o n  of women in  s o c i e t y .  I t  a t t e m p ts  t o  
s p e c i f y  t h e  s t r u c t u r i n g  f a c t o r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  e x e r c i s e  
of  meta-pcwer by men, which have r e s u l t e d  i n  the  c u r r e n t
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system of  s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  H i s t o r i c a l  and
a n th r o p o l o g ic a l  r e s e a r c h  and th eo ry  a re  drawn upon f o r  
ev idence .  Changes in  womens' s t a t u s  r e s u l t i n g  from the 
t r a n s i t i o n  of  human s o c i e t y  from h u n t in g  and g a th e r in g  to  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  t c  i n d u s t r i a l  a re  examined.
The purpose o f  t h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i s  t c  p rov ide  
a f u l l e r  u n d e rs tan d in g  c f  the  s c c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s  
which have melded th e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  of  women. The s t a t u s  
of women i s ,  i n  l a r g e  p a r t ,  t h e  r e s u l t  of  the  h i s t o r i c a l  
e x e r c i s e  of meta-power and c o n t in u e s  t o  be shaped by human 
a c t i o n .  This  c o n ce p t io n  o f  th e  s t a t u s  of women u n d e r l i e s  
th e  approach taken i n  e t h e r  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  r e s e a r c h  where 
th e  concep t  i s  o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d  and r e l a t e d  to  o th e r  
v a r i a b l e s .  ^
The S t a t u s  c f  Women;
D e f i n i t i o n .  Measurement, and S t a t e  Rank ings
The concep t  " s t a t u s  of  women" i s  n o t  as  s im ple  or 
c l e a r - c u t  as  th e  p o p u la r  usage o f  the  term i m p l i e s .  What i s  
r ega rd ed  as  "h igh"  s t a t u s  has  changed h i s t o r i c a l l y  and i s  
c u r r e n t l y  viewed d i f f e r e n t l y  by d i f f e r e n t  g ro u p s .  For th e  
purposes  of  t h i s  s t u d y ,  th e  s t a t u s  c f  women i s  d e f in e d  as  
the  p o s i t i o n  cf  women as  a group r e l a t i v e  t o  men as a group 
i n  th e  d i f f e r e n t  s p h e r e s  of s o c i e t y  (Hommes,1978).
The develcpment of a measure of womens' s t a t u s  i s  a 
c e n t r a l  focus  of t h i s  second p o r t i o n  of  the  s tudy .  The 
g a th e r in g  cf da ta  on womens' s t a t u s  from d i v e r s e  so u rc e s
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(U.S. Census Bureau,  s t a t i s t i c a l  a lm anacs ,  n a t i o n a l  
su rv ey s ,  e t c . )  and the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the  S t a tu s  of Women 
Index (SWX) have a two f o l d  purpose .  The f i r s t  i s  th e  
fo rm u la t io n  o f  a s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r  of  womens' s t a t u s .  
D esp i te  th e  f l o r e s c e n c e  of s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r s  in  the  p a s t  
decade, i n d i c a t o r s  of s o c i a l  e g u a l i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  the  
sex es ,  have been l a r g e l y  c v e r lo ck e d .  The SWX i s  designed to  
beg in  t o  f i l l  t h i s  gap.  C u r r e n t l y ,  i t  p ro v id e s  a 
d e s c r i p t i v e  p i c t u r e  of womens' r e l a t i v e  s t a t u s  i n  American 
s t a t e s .  As new d a ta  become a v a i l a b l e ,  i t  can be
r e c a l c u l a t e d  and can se rve  as  an i n d i c a t o r  of change (or 
lack  t h e r e o f )  in  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  women i n  th e  O.S. The 
second pupose of develop ing  th e  SWX i s  to  o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  a 
concep t  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  im portance  in  f e m i n i s t  s o c i o l o g i c a l  
r e s e a r c h  in  g e n e r a l  and t h i s  s tud y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .
The SWX, in  i t s  f i n a l  form, i s  made up o f  f o u r
d im ensions ;  economic s t a t u s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a t u s ,  p o l i t i c a l  
s t a t u s ,  and l e g a l  s t a t u s .  Examples of  s p e c i f i c  i tem s  w i th in  
t h e s e  d imensions  a r e  5?cf women in  the  lafccr  f o r c e ;  % female  
r e c e iv in g  p o s t - s e c o n d a ry  e d u c a t i o n ;  and % female  in  s t a t e  
s e n a t e .  The l e g a l  dimension i s  a measure of s e x - b ia s e d
s t a t e  l aw s .  The dimension i n d i c a t o r s  were s t a n d a r d i z e d  and 
combined i n t o  a t o t a l  SWX s c o r e .
Another im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t  of  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s tudy  i s  
th e  ra n k in g  c f  th e  s t a t e s  cn the  s p e c i f i c  i t e m s ,  the  
dimension i n d i c a t o r s ,  and th e  t o t a l  in dex .  I n t e r e s t i n g  
p a t t e r n s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  s t a t e s  can be t r a c e d  by examining
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ran k in g s  on p a r t i c u l a r  i tem s .  The ra n k in g s  on the t o t a l
in d ex ,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  a re  a u s e f u l  summary o f  womens' s t a t u s
i n  th e  U.S. This o v e r a l l  rank ing  cn th e  SWX placed  Alaska
a t  the  top and L ou is iana  a t  t h e  bottom reg a rd in g  sexua l  
e g u a l i t y .
Sexual  E q u a l i t y .  M a r i t a l  E q u a l i t y ,  and W ife-Beating:
The M ul t i -Leve l  Analysis
The t h i r d  p a r t  o f  the  s tudy  t a k e s  up t h e  g u e s t io n  of  
hew s t r u c t u r e d  s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  a f f e c t s  t h e  l e v e l  of
v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives.  A m u l t i - l e v e l  s t r u c t u r a l  approach 
i s  used i n  a t t e m p t in g  to  answer t h i s  g u e s t io n .
The a d d i t i o n a l  da ta  f o r  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  r e s e a r c h  come 
from the  Violence in  American Fam il ies  Survey in which a 
n a t i o n a l l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  sample of 2143 husbands and wives 
were i n te r v ie w e d  with rega rd  to  t h e i r  fam ily  l i f e  in  g e n e r a l  
and domestic  v io le n ce  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .
The m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  v a r i a b l e  i s  based on a modif ied  
Blood-Wolfe d e c i s i c n  power s c a l e .  The v io le n c e  r a t e s  a re  
based on respo n ses  to  the  C o n f l i c t  T a c t i c s  S c a le .  Violence 
r a t e s  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e s  a r e  t r e a t e d  with c a u t io n  because  
of  the  sm a l l  number of  c a se s  in  many s t a t e s .  G re a te r  
con f id en ce  can he p laced  i n  r a t e s  r e p o r te d  f o r  groups of  
s t a t e s  a t  c e r t a i n  s t a t u s  l e v e l s ,  as  the  l a r g e r  combined Ns 
se rv e  to  improve r e l i a b i l i t y .
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A g g re g a te - l e v e l  A na lys is
The review of the  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  c e n t r a l  q u e s t io n  of  
the  r e s e a r c h  s u g g e s t s  a number o f  p o s s i b l e  
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  a g g r e g a t e - l e v e l  v a r i a b l e s .  
The i s s u e  of  whether in c r e a s e d  sex u a l  e g u a l i t y  w i l l  r e s u l t  
in  a reduced  or  an i n c r e a s e d  l e v e l  c f  w i f e - b e a t in g  has been 
d i s c u s s e d .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  would not  
f i t  a l i n e a r  p a t t e r n  was a l s o  c o n s id e re d .  An e x p lo r a to r y  
mcde of  d a ta  a n a l y s i s  was used.  The e x p lo r a to r y  approach ,  
with i t s  emphasis on v i s u a l  d i s p l a y s  of d a t a ,  was c o n s ide red  
b e s t  s u i t e d  f c r  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  because i t  i s  open to a range  
of a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p la n a t i o n s  and because th e  n a tu r e  of  the  
d a ta  ( s p e c i f i c a l l y  the  small  H a t  th e  a g g re g a te  l e v e l )  
l i m i t s  th e  u s e f u ln e s s  c f  s e v e r a l  mere r ig o r o u s  s t a t i s t i c a l  
te c h n ig u e s .
The ag g re g a te  l e v e l  a n a l y s i s  between women's s t a t u s  and 
spousa l  v io le n c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a c u r v i l i n e a r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th ese  twe v a r i a b l e s .  Wives a re  most 
l i k e l y  to  be p h y s i c a l l y  a s s a u l t e d  by t h e i r  husbands in  
s t a t e s  where the  s t a t u s  c f  women i s  lo w e s t .  W ife -bea t ing  
then  d e c r e a s e s  a s  s t a t u s  i n c r e a s e s ,  but  only t c  a p o i n t .  
Where th e  s t a t u s  of wemen i s  h i g h e s t ,  th e  l e v e l  of  v io le n c e
a g a i n s t  wives i s  a l s o  g u i t e  high.
There a re  a number of p o s s ib l e  e x p la n a t i o n s  f o r  th e s e  
r e s u l t s .  They may be a r e f l e c t i o n  of the  need t o  use 
g r e a t e r  p h y s i c a l  f o r c e  to  m ain ta in  an i n e g u i t a b i e  s t a t u s  guo 
in  the  low s t a t u s  s t a t e s .  Violence may be one means of
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keeping women " in  t h e i r  p l a c e " .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  more 
l i m i t e d  economic and e d u c a t i o n a l  o p t io n s  o u t s i d e  th e  home in  
th e s e  s t a t e s  may se rv e  to  keep women in  abus ive  m a r r i a g e s .
I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  f i n d in g  of  h igh v io le n c e  in  h igh 
s t a t u s  s t a t e s  i s  l i k e l y  to  be t h e  r e s u l t  of  o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  
Bapid s o c i a l  change and th e  breakdown c f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  
r o l e s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  accompanied by i n c r e a s e d  c o n f l i c t .  I t  
i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  change toward s e x u a l  e g u a l i t y  i s  a l s o  r e l a t e d  
t c  c o n f l i c t .  In  t h i s  case  t h e  c o n f l i c t  may be on th e  
s o c i e t a l  l e v e l ,  a s  in  th e  s t r u g g l e  over th e  Egual R igh ts  
Amendment. o r ,  i t  may be on th e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  l e v e l .  As 
t r a d i t i o n a l  h u sb a n d -v i fe  r o l e s  breakdown, m a r i t a l  c o n f l i c t  
i s  l i k e l y  t c  i n c r e a s e  f o r  a t ime u n t i l  new p a t t e r n s  become 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  That c o n f l i c t  a p p a r e n t l y  e r u p t s  i n t o  v io le n c e  
f o r  many c o u p le s .
Another v a r i a b l e  which he lp s  shed l i g h t  on the  
d i f f e r e n t  n a tu re  of v io le n ce  a g a i n s t  wives in  t h e  high and 
low s t a t u s  s t a t e s  i s  v io le n ce  a g a i n s t  husbands.  In s t a t e s  
where womens' s t a t u s  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  low, wives a r e  tw ice  as 
l i k e l y  a s  husbands t o  be v ic t im s  c f  s e v e re  v io le n c e .  In 
h igh  s t a t u s  s t a t e s ,  in  c o n t r a s t ,  th e  r a t e s  of v io le n ce  by 
husbands and wives a r e  comparable .  Women a re  ach iev ing  
e g u a l i t y  in  v io le n ce  a long  with e g u a l i t y  in  the  economic, 
e d u c a t i o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and l e g a l  a r e n a s .  I t  appears  t h a t  
I n  c o n te x t s  of r e l a t i v e  e g u a l i t y ,  wives do not s u f f e r  
v io le n c e  by t h e i r  husbands p a s s i v e l y .  The d e c l in e  of s e xu a l  
i n e q u a l i t y  i n  a l l  sp h e re s  seems t c  be r e l a t e d  t c  a red u c t io n
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of  sex  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  v a r i o u s  b e h a v i o r s  i n c l u d i n g  v i o l e n c e .  
Where womens' s t a t u s  i s  h i g h e r  and t h e i r  o p t i o n s  g r e a t e r ,  
semen may f e e l  l e s s  i n h i b i t e d  a b o u t  t h e  u se  c f  p h y s i c a l  
a g g r e s s i o n  and may f e e l  t h e y  have  l e s s  t o  l o s e  by s t r i k i n g  
o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s .
The f i n a l  phase  o f  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  l e v e l  a n a l y s i s  
i n v o lv e d  c c n t r o l i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  c f  women-wife abuse  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  a number of s t a t e  v a r i a b l e s  which were 
r e g a rd e d  a s  p o t e n t i a l l y  c o n fo u n d in g .  S t a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
l e v e l ,  d e g re e  c f  u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  and " v i o l e n t  c l i m a t e "  proved 
t o  have  no s i g n i f i c a n t  im p a c t  cn t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  
S t a t e  p e r  c a p i t a  income t u r n e d  c u t  t o  be t h e  o n ly  s a l i e n t  
c o n t r o l  v a r i a b l e ,  e x p l a i n i n g  much o f  t h e  l i n e a r  c o v a r i a n c e  
between womens' s t a t u s  and wife  a b u s e .  However,  b ecau se  t h e  
s t a t u s - v i o l e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  c u r v i l i n e a r ,  f u r t h e r  
a n a l y s i s  was c o n d u c te d .  Within  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  h i g h ,  medium, 
and low s t a t e  p e r  c a p i t a  income,  t h e  c u r v i l i n e a r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  h c l d s  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  l e s s  p ronounced .  The 
s t a t u s  o f  women does  have an im pac t  s e p a r a t e  frcm income 
e f f e c t s .
C o n t e x t u a l  A n a ly s i s
Through c o n t e x t u a l  a n a l y s i s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h i f t e d  
from t h e  macrc l e v e l  to  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  m u l t i - l e v e l  
e f f e c t s .  The f o c u s  t u r n s  to  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  
s t r u c t u r a l  and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  f a c t o r s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women, d e n o t i n g
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s t r u c t u r e d  s e x u a l  i n e g t a l i t y ,  m a r i t a l  i n e q u a l i t y ,  as  
i n d i c a t e d  by the  b a lan ce  of  power between spouses  on 
d e c i s io n -m ak ing ,  and v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  v ives  was 
i n v e s t i g a t e d .
P r e l im i n a r y  h i v a r i a t e  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
s t r u c t u r e d  s e x u a l  i n e q u a l i t y ,  a t  l e a s t  to  t h e  degree  t h a t  i t  
v a r i e s  from s t a t e  t o  s t a t e ,  does not d i r e c t l y  impact  upon 
m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  dec is ion -m ak ing  ty p e s  
(w ife-dom inant ,  au toncmic ,  s y n c r a t i c ,  husband-dominant) does 
n e t  vary s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a cc o rd in g  to  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t .  I t  was 
sugges ted  t h a t  while  s t r u c t u r a l  i n e q u a l i t y  between the  sexes  
h as  a d i r e c t  impact  cn m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  i n  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  
comparisons (Hodman, 1967), t h e  U.S. i s  f a i r l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  
o v e r a l l  and t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s o u r c e s  a re  a more s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n f lu e n c e  on m a r i t a l  power h e r e .  Although American males 
enjoy s t r u c t u r a l  advan tages  which al low them t o  ga in  
r e s o u r c e s  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  which th en  prov ide  a power 
h ase ,  t h e  s t a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  on s t r u c t u r a l  i n e q u a l i t y  as  
measured by th e  SWX were n o t  s t ro n g  enough t c  have a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  d i r e c t  e f f e c t .
The h i v a r i a t e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  and v i o l e n c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  w i f e - l e a t i n g  i s  
a s s o c i a t e d  with  i n e q u a l i t y .  V io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives  i s  much 
h i g h e r  i n  w i f e -d o m in a te d  and h usband-  dom ina ted  f a m i l i e s  
t h a n  in  f a m i l i e s  where d e c i c n s  a r e  made in  a f a i r l y  
e g a l i t a r i a n  way.
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Tie c o n t e x t u a l  a n a l y s i s  r e v e a l e d  an im p o r tan t  
i n t e r a c t i o n  te tween macro l e v e l  and micrc l e v e l  i n e g u a l i t y .  
The t a s i c  p a t t e r n  t h a t  e g a l i t a r i a r .  m ar r iages  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  
l e s s  v i o l e n t  than cnes  in  which one spouse dominates  
p e r s i s t s  a c r o s s  c a t e g o r i e s  of womens' s t a t u s .  However, the  
da ta  showed t h a t  t h e  c o n te x t  of  s e xu a l  e g u a l i t y  a f f e c t s  th e  
degree t o  which the  ba lance  c f  power w i th in  f a m i l i e s  i s  
a s s o c i a t e d  with v i o l e n c e .  I t  was found t h a t  wives who 
dominate m a r i t a l  d e c i s i o n s  in  th e  lower s t a t u s  s t a t e s  and 
wives whose husbands dominate in  th e  h ig h e r  s t a t u s  s t a t e s  
a re  most l i k e l y  to  be v ic t im s  of  sev e re  p h y s i c a l  a s s a u l t s  by 
t h e i r  husbands .
I t  was sugges ted  t h a t  i n  lower s t a t u s  s t a t e s ,  
wife-dominance,  c o n t r a s t i n g  with the  m i l ieu  of  male 
s u p e r i o r i t y ,  may be t h r e a t e n i n g  t c  husbands .  For many of  
them, v i o l e n c e  may then  be the  u l t i m a t e  symbol of 
m a s c u l in i ty  w i th in  th e  f a m i ly .  I t  may a l s o  be a response  to  
f r u s t r a t i o n  o r  an u l t i m a t e  r e s o u r c e  upon which to draw to  
a t t em p t  t c  ga in  or r e g a in  c o n t r o l .  In h ig h e r  s t a t u s  s t a t e s ,  
th e  dominat ion  by husbands c o n t r a s t s  with  th e  c o n te x t  of an 
emerging s e x u a l  e g u a l i t y .  There ,  wives may see  husbands '  
c o n t r o l  a s  i l l e g i t i m a t e .  The use cf  more p h y s i c a l  fo rc e  may 
t h e r e f o r e  be r e g u i r e d  by husbands to  m a in ta in  c o n t r o l .
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L im i t a t i o n s  o f  th e  Study
The major l i m i t a t i o n  of t h i s  s tu d y  i s  not  one t h a t  
b r i n g s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  f i n d i n g s  i n t o  q u e s t io n .  B a the r ,  th e  
problem i s  one of an i n h e r e n t  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  between a 
systems t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  and th e  type  of s t r u c t u r a l  
a n a l y s i s  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by th e  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  
d a t a .  The dynamic n a tu re  of  t h e  changing s t a t u s  of  women
and i t s  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  with m a r i t a l  e g u a l i t y  and 
w i f e - b e a t in g  canno t  be f u l l y  c a p tu re d  given da ta  c o l l e c t e d  
a t  only one p o in t  i n  t im e .
I n  t h i s  s tu d y ,  s t r u c t u r e d  s e x u a l  i n e q u a l i t y  i s  viewed 
as a c o n t e x t u a l  v a r i a b l e  which a f f e c t s  the  amount of 
v io le n ce  a g a i n s t  wives d i r e c t l y  and through i n t e r a c t i o n  with 
forms o f  i n e q u a l i t y  w i th in  p a r t i c u l a r  m ar r iag e s .  The fo cu s  
i s  on th e  e f f e c t  of n a c r c - l e v e l  s t r u c t u r e  on m ic r o - l e v e l  
r e l a t i o n s .  The emphasis  on t h i s  e f f e c t  i s  n e t  meant t o  
imply t h a t  m ic r c - p r o c e s s e s  do n o t  have a r e c i p r o c a l  e f f e c t  
on m a c r o - s t r u c t u r e s .  That t h e r e  i s  a d i a l e c t i c  between 
t h e s e  l e v e l s  i s  a b a s i c  premise o f  sys tems a n a l y s i s .  
U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  t h i s  s tudy  cou ld  not  i n c l u d e  an examinat ion  
of  th e  feedback  p ro c e s s e s  of  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and s o c i a l  
a c t i o n  a s  they  a f f e c t  and c o n t i n u a l l y  change o re  a n o th e r .  
The p o s s i b i l i t y  of ex te n d in g  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  i s  an e x c i t i n g  p ro s p e c t .  However, i t  i s  
dependent  cn the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  n a t i o n a l  l o n g i t u d i n a l  da ta  
on m a r i t a l  v i c l e n c e ,  which i s  c u r r e n t l y  u n a v a i l a b l e .
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The o t h e r  l i m i t a t i o n s  of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  which must be
kept  in  mind a re  of  a more t e c h n i c a l  n a t u r e .  As was
d i sc u sse d  in  p rev ious  c h a p t e r s ,  the  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  
i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e  v io le n ce  r a t e s  i s  not  c e r t a i n  because o f  
th e  sm a l l  number of s u b j e c t s  in seme s t a t e s .  Moreover, th e  
f a c t  t h a t  th e  random sample was n o t  s t r a t i f i e d  by s t a t e  a l s o  
b r in g s  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  c f  da ta  about  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i n d i v i d u a l  
s t a t e s  i n t o  g u e s t io n .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  v io le n ce  r a t e s  fo groups 
o f  s t a t e s ,  f o r  example th e  h i g h e s t  g u i n t i l e ,  can be a ccep ted
with g r e a t e r  a s su ra n c e  and were used f o r  a l l  a n a ly s e s .
Another problem which was unavoidable  i n  the  a g g rega te  
l e v e l  a n a l y s i s  was the  small  N c f  t h i r t y  s t a t e s .  Small Ns 
a re  common in  a g g reg a te  r e s e a r c h ,  as each ag g re g a te  case  
r e p r e s e n t s  a l a rg e  group of i n d i v i d u a l s .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  th e  
sm al l  N does s e t  l i m i t s  on t h e  complexi ty  of s t a t i s t i c a l  
t e c h n iq u e s  t h a t  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e .  In p a r t i c u a l r ,  de te rm in ing  
th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of th e  r e s u l t s  i s  d i f f i c u l t .
While th e se  problems were not  insum ountab le ,  they  a re  
im p o r ta n t  enough t h a t  the  r e s u l t s  of the  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  
must be c o n s id e re d  t e n t a t i v e  and e x p l o r a t o r y .  Real  
c o n f id ence  in  the  c o n c lu s io n s  cf  th e  s tud y  can only come 
when a d d i t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  confirm th e  p r e s e n t  f i n d i n g s .
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Conclus ions
The S t a t u s  cf  Women and Vio lence  Against  Wives
The c e n t r a l  theme cf t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  t h a t  th e  s t a t u s  
of women i s  r e l a t e d  to  th e  l e v e l  of v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives. 
However, t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  much more complex than the  
t h e o r e t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  of i t  to  d a te  have lead  us to  
b e l i e v e .
On t h e  one hand a re  th e  a u th o r s  and s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  
who have argued t h a t  a r e d u c t io n  of se x ua l  i n e g u a l i t y  w i l l  
r e s u l t  i n  a r e d u c t io n  c f  w i f e - h e a t in g  (Dobash and Dobash, 
1980; M a r t in ,  1976; S c h u y le r ,1 9 76 ) .  On the  o th e r  a r e  th o se  
who contend t h a t  v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives w i l l  i n c r e a s e  as the  
g e n e ra l  s t a t u s  of women improves as  men a t t e m p t  to  r e t a i n  
c o n t r o l  { W h i te h u r s t ,1974; Marsden, 1978).
The p rob len  common to  both of  th e s e  fo r m u la t i o n s  i s  
o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n .  For one th in g ,  th e  impact  o f  in c r e a s e d  
e g u a l i t y  between th e  sexes  on m a r i t a l  v io le n c e  i s  not  of the  
magnitude im plied  by those  who have debated  t h i s  i s s u e .  As 
th e  r e s e a r c h  on fam i ly  v io le n c e  mounts, i t  becomes 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i n g l e  cause  o f  such 
abuse. A com pl ica ted  web of f a c t o r s  a re  a t  work. some of  
th e s e  f a c t o r s  a re  embedded in  th e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and 
c u l t u r e ;  e t h e r s  grow cu t  of s o c i a l i z a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  o r  
d a y - to -d a y  s t r e s s e s  (S t r a u s ,  G e l le s , a a n d  S te in m e tz ,  1980).
While the  s t a t u s  o f  women i s  an im p o r tan t  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  changing t h a t  s t a t u s  a lone  w i l l  not  e r a d i c a t e  
w i f e - b e a t in g .  The u n i - c a u s a l  assum ptions  which u n d e r l i e  th e
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d i s c u s s i o n s  c f  wom ens 's ta tus  and v io le n ce  i n  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  
a re  unfounded and have r e s u l t e d  in  s i m p l i s t i c  c a u s a l  c l a im s .
A nother  o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  t o  d a t e  i s  
t h e  a s su m p t io n  o f  a l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s e x u a l  
e q u a l i t y  and w i f e - b e a t i n g .  Whether t h e y  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a t i v e ,  com m enta to rs  g e n e r a l l y  
r e g a r d  i t  a s  l i n e a r .
In  a b r i e f  commentary, S te inm etz  and S t r a u s  (1974) do 
co n s id e r  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  the  s h o r t - r u n  and lo n g - run  
e f f e c t s  of  i n c r e a s i n g  e g u a l i t y  may n o t  be i d e n t i c a l .  They 
sugges t  t h a t  the  t r a n s i t i o n  pe r iod  i n  which p a t r i a r c h a l  and 
e g a l i t a r i a n  s t r u c t u r e s  and norms c la s h  may he c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
by i n c r e a s e d  m a r i t a l  c o n f l i c t  and v io le n c e .  This  p a r t i c u l a r  
d i s c u s s io n  of t h e i r s  (they do r e v e r t  to  l i n e a r  e x p la n a t i o n s  
in  some o th e r  works) comes c l o s e s t  t o  th e  e m p i r i c a l  ev idence  
uncovered i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .
The f i n d in g  of  a c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the  
s t a t u s  of  women and w i f e - b e a t in g  must be regarded  as 
ev idence  of  t h e  s h o r t - r u n  e f f e c t s  of i n c r e a s in g  e g u a l i t y .  
Those s t a t e s  where the  s t a t u s  of women i s  r e l a t i v e l y  high 
can by no means be seen as  e g a l i t a r i a n .  They a re  j u s t  
somewhat c l o s e r  t o  sexua l  e q u a l i t y  th an  a re  th e  o th e r  
s t a t e s .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of the  long -run  conseguences of 
s exua l  e g u a l i t y  must awai t  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .
The c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  which was d i s c o v e r e d  
ca n n o t  be a s  s im p ly  e x p l a i n e d  a s  a l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n  might 
have b e e n .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  g r e a t e r  p h y s i c a l  f o r c e  i s
166
r e q u i r e d  to  keep women " in  t h e i r  p l a c e ” i n  low s t a t u s  s t a t e s  
and t h a t  r a p id  s o c i a l  change in  sex r o l e s  r e s u l t s  in  g r e a t e r  
domestic c o n f l i c t  and v io le n ce  in  high s t a t u s  s t a t e s .  
However, the  da ta  a r e  not a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  to  
confirm th e s e  e x p la n a t i o n s  of  the  e m p r ica l  r e s u l t s .  That 
c o n f i rm a t io n  w i l l  have to come through a d d i t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h .
M ul t i -L ev e l  A na lys is
A second c e n t r a l  theme of  t h i s  s tudy  i s  t h a t  
i n t e r p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  does not  occur  in  a s o c i a l  vacuum. 
The s t r u c t u r a l  c o n te x t  w i th in  which th ese  i n t e r a c t i o n s  occur  
i s  r ega rded  as  an im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r  t o  t a k e  i n t o  a ccou n t .
The a m p l i f i c a t i o n  of s t r u c t u r e d  s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  i s  
analyzed  through a sys tems t h e o r e t i c a l  framework in  c h a p te r  
I I .  The c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  c f  women i s  shown to  he molded by 
the  e x e r c i s e  cf  meta-power by men over  the  c e n t u r i e s .  The 
impact  o f  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e d  i n e g u a l i t y  between men and women 
cn i n t e r p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  i s  examined e m p i r i c a l l y  in  
Chapter V II .  I t  was found t h a t  the  g e n e r a l  p a t t e r n  t h a t  
m a r i t a l  i n e g u a l i t y  i n  dec is ion-m aking  i s  r e l a t e d  to  h ig h e r  
r a t e s  of v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  wives ho lds  a c r o s s  c o n t e x t s  of 
womens' s t a t u s  i n  the  U.S. However, t h e  d a ta  show t h a t  the  
degree t o  which the  b a lan ce  c f  power i s  a s s o c i a t e d  with 
v io le n ce  i s  a f f e c t e d  by th e  c o n t e x t  of  s e x ua l  i n e g u a l i t y .
The m u l t i - l e v e l  a n a l y s i s  p rov ides  ev idence  t h a t  the  
s o c i a l  c o n te x t  with in  which i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  occur  i s  
im p o r tan t  to  take  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  P re v io u s  s t u d i e s
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which hav e  examined t h e  l i n k  between m a r i t a l  Fower and 
v i o l e n c e  p ro v id e d  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  n i c r o - l e v e l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h i s  s tu d y  exam ines  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  i t  
i s  a f f e c t e d  by th e  c o n t e x t  o f  s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y ,  and i n  
doing  so  p r o v id e s  a f u l l e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .
While t h i s  s tu d y  has  fo cu sed  on t h e  e f f e c t  of  
m a c r o - s t r u c t u r e s  o r  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  a s y s te m s  
p e r s p e c t i v e  h o l d s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  o n ly  h a l f  o f  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  
between l e v e l s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  c hang ing  p a t t e r n s  w i th in  
m a r r i a g e s  s e r v e  t o  mold t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women a t  t h e  s o c i e t a l  
l e v e l .  The im pac t  of  s o c i a l  a c t i o n  a t  t h e  m i c r o - l e v e l  on 
m a c r o - s t r u c t u r e s  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  t o  t a k e  up i n  f u t u r e  
r e s e a r c h .
I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  S tudy
I t  would have been g u i t e  e a s y  t o  o u t l i n e  th e  s o c i a l  
F c l i c y  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  had t h e  f i n d i n g s  c o n f i rm ed  
t h e  u n i - c a u s a l ,  l i n e a r  a s su m p t io n s  o f  t h o s e  who have 
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  between t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women and 
w i f e - b e a t i n g  e v e r  t h e  l a s t  decade .  A s i g n i f i c a n t  n e g a t i v e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween t h e  two v a r i a b l e s  c o u ld  have been 
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  the s im p le  recommendation t h a t  we improve  
t h e  econom ic ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and l e g a l  s t a t u s  of  
wemen and t h e r e b y  d i r e c t l y  r e d u c e  t h e  amount o f  wife  a b u s e .
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  i s  not  so c l e a r  c u t .  
W i f e - b e a t in g  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a complex o f  f a c t c r s ,  and i s  
a f f e c t e d  by t h e  s t a t u s  of women i n  a complex way.
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N e v e r th e l e s s ,  the  f i n d i n g s  of  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  do prov ide  
im p o r tan t  in fo rm a t io n  which can inform p o l i c y  d i s c u s s i o n s .
T h is  s tu d y  has s e v e r a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  f i r s t ,  i t  
p ro v ides  ev idence  t h a t  m a in ta in in g  a system of i n e g u a l i t y  
between t h e  sex es  i s  ne t  r e l a t e d  to  low l e v e l s  of  wife 
a tu s e ,  a s  was sugges ted  ty  th e  New Hampshire Commission on 
th e  S t a t u s  of Women under Governor M^ldrim Thompson 
(Portsmouth H era ld ,  September 13, 1977). Low s t a t u s  f o r
women i s  accompanied by high l e v e l e s  of v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  
wives.
I n  low s t a t e s  s t a t e s  where o p t io n s  f c r  women c u t s i d e  of 
m arr iage  a re  l i m i t e d ,  t h e r e  i s  the  most s e r i o u s  need f o r  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t c  v i o l e n t  m a r r i a g e s .  The need f o r  b a t t e r e d  
wives s h e l t e r s  and employment and e d u c a t i o n a l  programs f o r  
women i s  most acu te  in  the  s t a t e s  where th e  s t a t u s  of women 
i s  lo w e s t ,  a cc o rd ing  to  th e  r a n k in g s  on the  S t a t u s  o f  Women 
Index,  t h e s e  s t a t e s  a r e :  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  V i r g i n i a ,  New Mexico,
I l l i n o i s ,  South C a r o l i n a ,  Oklahoma, West V i r g i n i a ,  Utah, 
Alabama, and L o u i s i a n a .  While s h e l t e r s  and programs i n  
e t h e r  s t a t e s  a re  c e r t a i n l y  im p o r t a n t ,  the  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h  su g g e s t  t h a t  they  would have t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  impact  
in  those  s t a t e s  where the  s t a t u s  of women i s  c u r r e n t l y  
lo w e s t .
The f i n d in g  of  h igh  r a t e s  of m a r i t a l  v io le n c e  in  s t a t e s  
where womens' s t a t u s  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  high has o th e r  
i m p l i c a t i o n s .  I t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  more must be done t o  h e lp  
coup les  cope with th e  s o c i a l  changes t a k in g  p lac e .  As
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t r a d i t i o n a l  husband-wife  r o l e s  breakdown f o r  a v a r i e t y  of  
r ea so n s  in c lu d in g  the  f e m i n i s t  movement and economic 
n e c e s s i t y ,  ad ju s tm en t  t c  new m a r i t a l  p a t t e r n s  w i l l  be 
d i f f i c u l t .  For p rev io u s  g e n e r a t i o n s  of  husbands and wives,  
th e  p a t t e r n s  o f  dec is ion -m ak ing  and th e  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o r  
were a g iv e n .  As women gain  g r e a t e r  s o c i a l  e g u a l i t y ,  t h e s e  
p a t t e r n s  a re  no l c n g e r  taken  f o r  g r a n t e d .  However, 
d e c i s i o n s  s t i l l  need to be made and work s t i l l  needs t o  be 
done. Without  some g u i d e l i n e s  t h e s e  can e a s i l y  become 
i s s u e s  of  c o n f l i c t ,  a id  f o r  many coup les  v i o l e n c e .
The i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  coup les  a re  r e q u i r e d  to  do more 
n e g o t i a t i n g  ever  everyday a f f a i r s  when women have r e l a t i v e  
e g u a l i t y .  There i s  a need fo r  fam ily  l i f e  e d u c a t io n  c o u rs e s  
t c  d e a l  moie d i r e c t l y  with communication s k i l l s  and c o n f l i c t  
management t e c h n iq u e s .  There i s  an u rg e n t  need fo r  th e se  
c o u rs e s  t o  i n c l u d e  more young men, both  a t  t h e  high schoo l  
and c o l l e g e  l e v e l s .  Moreover, t h e r e  i s  a need f o r  sem inars  
and workshops f o r  c o u p le s  a l r e a d y  m ar r ied .  These co u p le s  
could apply  t h e  s k i l l s  th ey  l e a r n  imm edia te ly ,  and perhaps 
reduce  t h e  l e v e l  of  v io le n c e  i n  t h e i r  own r e l a t i o n s h i p s .
The f i n d in g  t h a t  v io le n ce  .by wives i n c r e a s e s  with the  
s t a t u s  o f  women i s  cause  f o r  some conce rn .  This  r e s u l t  i s  
f u r t h e r  ev idence  t h a t  sex d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  v a r io u s  b e h av io r s  
do d im in ish  as  s o c i e t a l  sex u a l  i n e q u a l i t y  d e l i n e s .  While 
the  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  men a re  becoming more n u r t u r a n t  and 
women l e s s  dependent i s  e n co u rag in g ,  convergence between the  
sexes  on o th e r  b e h av io r s  such as  p h y s i c a l  v io le n c e  i s  n o t .
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The i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t o th  husbands and wives a re  capah le  
of  v io le n ce  and need he lp  i n  c o n f l i c t  management to  avoid 
r e s o r t i n g  to  v io le n c e  as th e  s t a t u s  c f  women improves and 
m a r i t a l  r c l e s  change.
A f i n a l  i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  f a c t o r s  which promote 
v io le n ce  in  our s o c i e t y  (such as  v io le n c e  in  th e  media and 
the  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  hand guns) must be d e a l t  with d i r e c t l y .  
Whether the  s t a t u s  o f  women i s  h igh o r  low, p h y s i c a l  
v io len ce  i s  a p a r t  of our c u l t u r e .  When husbands f e e l  the  
need t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  wives o r  when m a r i t a l  c o n f l i c t s  become 
unmanageable, t h i s  p a r t  cf  our c u l t u r e  becomes p a r t  of  
fam ily  l i f e  as w e l l .
S i g n i f i c a n c e  of  the  Study
This s tu d y  i s  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  on a number of  l e v e l s .  
The t h e o r e t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  
v a lu a b le  f o r  two r e a s o n s .  The g e n e ra l  meta-power model of 
s t r a t i f i c a t i c n  developed by Eaumgartner e t  a l .  does not  
in c lu d e  s e x u a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  in  i t s  purview. This 
e l a b o r a t i o n  of t h e i r  fo rm u la t io n  to  i n c lu d e  se xu a l  
i n e q u a l i t y  i l l u s t r a t e s  the the  f r u i t f u l n e s s  and b read th  of  
t h a t  t h e o r e t i c a l  model f o r  e x p la in in g  the  u n de r ly ing  f o r c e s  
of a range of s o c i a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s .
In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  of systems t h e c r y  and the  
concept  o f  meta-power to  the s tu dy  of  se xu a l  i n e g u a l i t y  i s  a 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  f e m i n i s t  th eo ry  on t h i s  i s s u e .  To d a t e ,
much ev idence  cf s e x u a l  i n e g u a l i t y  has been accumulated ,  but
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t h e o r e t i c a l  models which s y n t h e s i z e  t h a t  ev idence  have been 
q u i t e  l i m i t e d .
This  r e s e a r c h  a l s o  makes a c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  the  
l i t e r a t u r e  on the c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  of  women i n  the  United 
S t a t e s .  The development of  t h e  S t a t u s  of Women Index as a 
s o c i a l  i n d i c a t o r  i s  a f i r s t  s t e p  toward a more adequa te  
m onitor ing  of change or  absence  o f  change i n  t h a t  s t a t u s .  
Moreover, th e  SWX w i l l  be a v a lu a b le  t o o l  i n  o t h e r  s o c i a l  
s c i e n c e  r e s e a r c h  a s  the  impact  of  womens' s t a t u s  cn a s e r i e s  
c f  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s  ( fo r  example r a p e ,  womens' mental and 
p h y s ic a l  h e a l t h ,  female  crime r a t e s )  can now be i n v e s t i g a t e d  
mere r e a d i l y .
F i n a l l y ,  the  r e s u l t s  of the  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  the  
t h i r d  major p a r t  o f  the  s tudy  a re  cf  im por tance .  The s tudy  
p ro v ides  new i n s i g h t s  i n t o  f a c t o r s  which a f f e c t  t h e  l e v e l  of 
wife abuse i n  t h i s  c o u n t ry .  The s o c i a l  s t a t u s  cf  women i s  
r e l a t e d  t o  th e  degree of v io le n ce  with in  th e  f a m i ly .
T h is  s tudy  shows t h a t  the  i n t i m a t e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  t h a t  
take  p lace  i n  th e  p r iv acy  of th e  home a re  i n f lu e n c e d  by 
s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s  which, a t  f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  seem g u i t e  
f a r  removed from i n d i v i d u a l  f a m i l i e s .  The a n a l y s i s  which 
p rov ides  ev idence  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  i s  a v a lu a b le  example of a 
m u l t i - l e v e l  approach a p p l ie d  t o  th e  s tudy  o f  the  f a m i ly .  
Through such r e s e a r c h  th e  gap between macro and 
m ic r o s o c i c l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c f  f a m i l i e s  can begin to  be 
br idged  and a f u l l e r  u n d e rs tand in g  cf the s t r u c t u r a l  and 
i n t e r p e r s c n a l  f a c t o r s  can' emerge.
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A PPE N D IC E S
A PPE N D IX  A
M ARITAL.EQ U ALITY INDEX  
Every  f a m i l y  has  d e c i s i o n s  t o  make - -  such  a s  where  t o  l i v e ,  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t o  buy 
a c a r ,  and so on .  We would l i k e  t o  f i n d  o u t  how you and y o u r  ( w i f e / p a r t n e r )  make 
some o f  t h e s e  k i nd s  o f  d e c i s i o n s .
HAND RESPONDENT CARD C
65.  L e t ' s  s t a r t  w i t h  buy in g  a c a r .  Who do you  t h i n k  s h o u l d  have  t h e  f i n a l  s a y  on 
buy i ng  a c a r ?  -------------
Q. 65 Q. 66 Q. 67
RESPONDENT WIFE/PARTNER
OPINION OPINION VIHO HAS FINAL SA
>• W «3 
Z O O
u j  ca S3
1.  Buying  a c a r
2.  Having c h i l d r e n
3.  What house  o r  
a p a r t m e n t  t o  t a k e
4 .  What j o b  you 
s h o u l d  t a k e
5.  Whether  y o u r  w i f e  
s h o u l d  go t o ' w o r k  
o r  q u i t  work
6 .  How much money t o  spend 
on food  p e r  week
2 3 4 5 X
2 3 4 5 X
2 3 4 5 X
2 3 4 5 X
2 3 4 5 X
2 3 4 5 X
Z  O  O  O  O° 3 < <2 *-
1 2 3 4 5 X
1 2 3 4 5 X
1 2 3 4 5 X
1 2 3 4 5 X
=  S  d
» •  UJ . 0  s  o
Sr o  a  a  o** < <
LU UJ m  C3 Q
— — o  => o3C 'Ot z  =  Z
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
66. How about your (w ife /p a rtn er )?  Who does
she think should have the f in a l say on buying 
a car? --------------------------------------------------------------------
67.  Now, i n  y o u r  f a m i l y ,  who a c t u a l l y  does  have  
t h e  f i n a l  s a y ?  -----------------------------------------------------
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A PP E N D IX  B
CONFLICT T A C T IC S SCALE
HANO RESPONDENT CARD A
78. No m a t t e r  how well  a coup le  g e t s  a lo n g ,  m e r e  a r e  t imes  when th ey  d i s a g r e e  on m a jo r  d e c i s i o n s ,  g e t  annoyed 
ab o u t  some th ing  t h e  o t h e r  pe rso n  d o e s ,  o r  j u s t  have s p a t s  o r  f i g n t s  be cau se  t h e y ' r e  in a bad mood o r  t i r e d  
o r  f o r  seme o t h e r  r ea s o n .  They a l s o  use  many d i f f e r e n t  ways o f  t r y i n g  to s e t t l e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  I 'm 
go ing t o  read a l i s t  o f  some t h in g s  t h a t  you and your  ( w i f e / p a r t n e r )  might  have done when you had a d i s p u t e ,  
and would f i r s t  l i k e  you to t e l l  me f o r  each  one how o f t e n  you d i d  i t  in  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .








i tu£ S w ,  
=  y
o o25MC
0e LU >— 3 — V- os LU H- o tz, h - w-
2 VJ v> 2 i 3 Tj 2 ir> — h s



























b. Got i n f o m a t i o n  to back  up 
( y o u r / h e r )  s i d e  o f  t h in g s 0 1 2 3 i
/
5 X fl 1 2 3 5 X 1 2 X
c. Brou gh t in  o r  t r i e d  t o  b r in g  
in  someone to  h e lp  s e t t l e  t h in g s 0 1 2 3 4 5 X 0 1 2 3 5 6 X 1 2 X
d. I n s u l t e d  o r  swore a t  the  
o t h e r  one 0 1 2 3 4 5 € X 0 1 2 3 ’ 5 6 X 1 2 X
e . Sulked a n d / o r  r e f u s e d  to  
t a l k  ab o u t  i t 0 I 2 3 4 X 0 1 2 3 5 6 X 1 2 X
f . Stomped o u t  o f  t h e  room o r  
house  ( o r  y a rd ) 0 1 2 3 5 6 X 0 1 2 3 5 6 X 1 2 X
g. Cr ied 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 X 0 1 2 3 5 6 X 1 2 X
h. Did o r  s a i d  something to 
s p i t e  t h e  o t h e r  one 0 1 2 3 4 6 X 0 1 2 3 5 6 X 1 2 X
1. T h r e a t e n e d  to  h i t  o r  throw 
someth ing  a t  the  o t h e r  one 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 X 0 1 2 3 5 6 X 1 2 X
j . Threw o r  smashed o r  h i t  o r  
k icked  something 0 I 2 3 4 5 6 X 0 I 2 3 S 6 X i 2 X
k . Threw some th ing a t  the  
o t h e r  one 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 X 0 1 2 3 5 6 X 1 2 X
1. Pu shed , g r ab b e d ,  o r  shoved 
t h e  o t h e r  one 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 X 0 1 2 3 5 6 X 1 2 X
m. Slapped  th e  o t h e r  one 0 1 2 3 4 6 X 0 1 2 3 5 6 X 1 2 X
n. Kicked , b i t ,  o r  h i t  w i th  
a f i s t 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 X 0 1 2 3 S 6 X 1 2 X
0. H i t  o r  t r i e d  to h i t  w i th  
someth ing 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 X 0 1 2 3 5 6 X 1 2 X
P- B ea t  up th e  o t h e r  one 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 X 0 I 2 3 S 6 X I 2 X
q. T h re a t e n e d  w i th  a k n i f e  
o r  gun 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 X 0 1 2 3 5 6 X I 2 ,x
r . Used a k n i f e  o r  gun 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 X 0 1 2 3 5 6 X I 2 X
































79. And what  ab ou t  y o u r  ( w i f e / p a r t n e r ) ?  T e l l  me how o f t e n  sh e  (ITEM) in 
FOR EACH ITEM CIRCt.FO CITHER "NFVFR" OR "00,V T  KNOW FOR E O T !  RE5PCNDI
he  p a s t
NT AND ER. ASK:
80. Did you o r  y o u r  ( w i f e / p a r t n e r )  e v e r  (ITEM)?
IF ANY BRACKETED ITEMS HAPPENED IN PAST YEAR, GO TO NEXT PAGE. IF NO BRACKETED ITEMS IN PAST YEAR, SKIP TO (J. 82.
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AND STATE CCNTBCL VABIAELES
Sjajfcjag Qt  W£j£€j) Indej;
Economic Dimension
ECl, % Female,  age 17+ She Worked, 1976 
EC2, % Female c f  P r o f e s s i o n a l ,  T ec h n ica l  
and Kindred Workers, 1976 
EC3, % Female of Manageria l  and A d m in is t r a t iv e  
(Non-Farm) Workers, 1976 
EC4, % Unemployed i n  Male C i v i l i a n  l a t o r  Force,  1976/
% Unemployed i n  Fenale  C i v i l i a r  L a te r  F o rc e ,  1976 
EC5, Median Inccme f o r  Female Full-Time Workers, 1976/
Median Inccme f o r  Male Fu l l -T im e  Workers, 1976
E d u c a t io n a l  Dimension
EDI, % o f  Females,  Age 25+, Who a r e  High School G ra d u a te s ,  1970/ 
% o f  Males , Age 25+, Who a re  High School G radua tes ,  1970 
ED2, # o f  Females E n ro l l e d  in  P cs t -S e c cn d a ry  S c h o o l , 1975/
# o f  Males E n ro l led  i n  Pos t -Second?ry  School ,  1975 
ED3, % Female c f  High Schccl  I n t e r s c h o l a s t i c  A t h l e t e s ,  1978 
ED4, % Female c f  High Schccl  A d m in i s t r a to r s ,  1978
P o l i t i c a l  Dimension
P0L1, # o f  Females in  U.S. Congress ,  1970-1979/
T o ta l  H c f  Members 
PCL2, # o f  Females in  S t a t e  S e n a te ,  1970-1979/
T o ta l  # cf  Members 
PCL3, # o f  Female Members in  S t a t e  House, 1970-197S/
T o ta l  # c f  Members 
FC14, # o f  Female Appelate  and Major T r i a l  Court  Judges ,  1977/ 
T o ta l  # cf  t h e s e  Judges ,  1977
l e g a l  Dimensicn
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A ll  i te m s  l i s t e d  i n  c h a p te r  V.
S t a t e  C on t ro l  V a r ia b le s
S t a t e  E d u c a t io n a l  L ev e l ,  % of p o p u la t i o n ,  age 25+,
Who a re  High Schccl  G rad u a tes ,  1970 
U rb a n iz a t i o n ,  J of Popu la t ion  Liv ing  in
S tandard  M e tro po l i tan  S t a t i s t i c a l  Areas ,  197 6 
V io len t  C l im a te ,  V io l e n t  Crimes p e r  .100,000 
P o p u l a t i o n ,  1976 
S t a t e  Per C ap i ta  Income, Median Pe r  C ap i ta  Income, 1976
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